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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

DIRECTORATE FOR FREEDOM OF INFORMATION AND SECURITY REVIEW 

1 1 55 DEFENSE PENTAGON 
WASHINGTON, DC 20301-1 155 

Ref: OO-F-0357 



Ms. Christine Spolar 
CBS News 

555 W. 57^^ St. - 8^^ Floor 
New York, New York 10019 

Dear Ms. Spolar: 

This is in response to your November 10, 1999, Freedom of 
Information Act (FOIA) request, which was received in this 
Directorate on November 12, 1999. 

Mr. Robert L. Jones, Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense 
for Prisoner of War/Missing Personnel Affairs (DPMO) , an Initial 
Denial Authority, has provided the enclosed redacted documents as 
responsive to your request. He has denied some of the redacted 
information because it is currently and properly classified in 
accordance with Section 1.5(b), (c) and (d) of Executive Order 
12958. The denied portions concern foreign government 
information; intelligence activities, sources and methods; and 
foreign relations of the United States, including confidential 
sources. Other information has been denied pursuant to 50 USC 
402 Note Section 6, for the protection of the National Security 
Agency functions and information and 50 USC 403(g) Section 6 of 
, the CIA Act of 1949 for the protection of CIA functions and 
information, each determined to be a valid exemption three 
statute as a result of litigation. Some information has been 
withheld because its release would result in a clearly 
unwarranted invasion of personal privacy and would rekindle 
anguish and grief on the part of family members of Lieutenant 
Commander Speicher. 

Accordingly, the redacted information within the enclosed 
documents is withheld pursuant to 5 USC . 552 (b) (1), (b) (3), and 
(b) (6) . . 

Mr. Jones has denied approximately 470 pages in their 
eintirety, because they are currently and properly classified in 
accordance with Section 1.5(b), (c) and (d) of Executive Order 
12958. The denied information concerns foreign government 
information; intelligence activities, sources and methods; and 
foreign relations of the United States, including confidential 
sources. Additionally, letters to and from the widow of 
Lieutenant Commander Speicher and her attorneys have been denied 
in their entirety because their disclosure would result in a 
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clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy of an 
individual . 

Portions of the documents withheld in their entirety are 
also exempt from release in accordance with 10 USC 424, 
concerning the protection of organizational and personnel 
information for the Defense Intelligence Agency, the National 
Reconnaissance Office, and the National Imagery and Mapping 
Office, Other portions are denied pursuant to 50 USC 402 Note. 
Section 6, for the protection of the National Security Agency 
functions and information; 50 USC 403-3 (c) (6) National Security 
Act of 1947, Subsection 102(d)(3), as amended, for the protection 
of intelligence sources and methods of the Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA); and 50 USC 403(g) Section 6 of the CIA Act of 1949 
for the protection of CIA functions and information, each 
determined to be a valid exemption three statute as a result of 
litigation. 

Accordingly, the information denied in its entirety has been 
withheld pursuant to 5 USC 552(b) (1) and (b) (6) . Portions of . 
these documents have also been withheld pursuant to 5 USC 552 
(b)(3). 

You may appeal Mr. Jones' decision to deny the information 
by offering justification to support reversal of the initial 
denial. Any such appeal should be postmarked within 60 calendar 
days of the date above to the Directorate for Freedom of 
Information and Security Review, Room 2C757, 1155 Defense 
Pentagon, Washington, DC 20301-1155. The envelope and the letter 
should be clearly marked ''Freedom of Information Appeal" or 
''Information Appeal." Please cite the FOIA number assigned to 
your request . 

There are no assessable fees for this response. 



Sincerely, 




Enclosures : 
As stated 



http://www.apbonIine.com/gfiles/pilot/index.htinl 
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NEW REVELATIONS ABOUT 
MISSING PILOT 

First Casualty of Gulf War May Have Survived Crash 
Aug. 2, 1999 
By Tami Sheheri 

yVASHINGTON (APBNews.com) - The ■ 
U.S. Navy pilot whose mysterious 1991 
disappearance as the first casualty of the 
Persian Gulf War sparked a controversy 
in Congress and the Pentagon may have 
survived his plane crash in Iraq, 
according to a Pentagon document 
obtained by APBNews.com. 

The new revelation comes in a memo 
about Lt. Cmdr. Michael S. Speicher 
authored by an assistant secretary of 
defense. The memo provides previously 

fh?r?j'c^ about Speicher's condition immediately after 
he crash as well as about actions that may have been taken bv the 
Iraqis to alter evidence at the crash site. ^ 

Speicher, whose F-1 8 crashed in 
western Iraq during the opening phase 
of the war, became a cause for 
MIA/POW advocates after secret 
documents obtained from the Pentagon 
by The New York Times in 1 998 
revealed that a U.S. spy satellite had 

detected a man-made symbol near the crash site Speicher is the 
cnly U.S. casualty of that conflict whose remafns haJe nof Leen 



EM&iLTHISSTDBYTO A FRIEHB^ 





F-18 Jet fighter 



AP 



Related Story: 

PILOTS WIDO W SUES 
DbFHNS E 
CONIRACIOR 



The 77mes reported that shortly after the plane disappeared some 

tT^affi novlf ' "^^y ^^^^ survived ?he crasS^nd 

rnni l,?th?,T^"' ^^"^ obligation to locate him. U.S. 

militar/ authorities prepared to launch a secret mission to the site but 

be^TSTaSfputia P'^"" '''' '^'^'^ of thlTffSLVe n%ver 
Cut out of his flight suit 

The July 19. 1999, briefing memo by a WHHaHKnBH 
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The July 19, 1999. briefing memo by a 
deputy assistant secretary of defense 
reports for the first time that after the 

wreckage of Speicher's plane was —^^^^^^^^ 

^}^' ^u- P^^nfason determined that the 33-year-old pilot had been iw^r— -f«wt*r=3«^w^ 

cut out of h.s flight suit. The memo said that the conditiin of the flSht fTWRp^^E"^^^ 

suit and related equipment indicated that Speicher ''was probablv ^r7^^;^^7^- r-'^~} 

severely injured or dead when these items were removed. ° ^ . M vV^°oseVT^&g^:| ,r}wgjA-ct 

^.V^M^f ^® -^^ '"emo notes that "the flight suit was lying on 
inhlrf T.'*^ evidence of weathering and minimal 

fhprSf hi ~ '^o^'^^ois that suggest that the suit was placed 
there after having been stored somewhere else in Iraq. 

the NSionS^n^o^fC^^'r chainwoman of 

Servicempn ^^^^""^ of America's Missing 

servicemen (NAFRAMS). an advocacy group for the return of 

KpvL'^r'r be holding a live POW. 

^ they have the flight suit, he's got to have been in It " The Defense 
Department memo noted that the flight suit and life-support 
fr2^!E'!]f "^^^^ ^^^^ "^^"^^ after the crash - suggesting that 
h;aqis may have tampered with the physical evidence at the crlsh 

Change in official status? 




Until this spring. Defense Department 
officials still insisted they did not know if 
there was enough evidence to change 
Speicher's official status from "killed in 
action" to "missing in action." 

In March, Sens. Bob Smith. R-N.H.. and 
Rod Grams, R-Minn., requested that 
Speicher's official status of killed in 
action, body not recovered (KIA-BNA) be 
changed to missing in action, which 
would reflect doubt as to whether he 
survived the crash. 
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U.S. Navy 
F-18S launch off Navy 
carrier. 

^v??h?nlf published reports, the senators were informed March 12 
Wn?f f ''^..^ff ^^T'^'" POW-Missing Personnel Office that 
e^iden'cJ avTable"'^"''" '''' ^^"'^^^ ''''' - 

Not Speicher's body 

fhflrttZ^'' ^"^^"^ ^""^ ^^^^ f^rt^er complicated the case. 

bul &tP.T.tr?H°Kr hT^'"' ^^^^ "'^'"^^^ '^^'^"Sed to Speicher 
but DNA tests and blood typing proved that they were not his. 

^nSfr /^^'^y Shalikashvili rejected a plan for a covert 

'pi° ' ^° 't^'".^ information concerning the crash and 
Speicher. Reports say he decided the special operation was too 

?p"lmSR^H r^^f f ^ 3-year-old crash Tnstead. 
oerSnn S?f hSfhi^^^^^VK^^'^^Se search effort with Hussein's 
excavated ^ arnved, the site had been 

Tami Sheheri is an APBNews.com staff writer (taml.sheheriOaobnews r.nm ^ 
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OFncE OF THE Assistant Secretary or Defense 
2400 DeFCHse Pentagon 

WASHiNCrrON, DC 2030f -2400 



fis JUL m 



The Defense Pzisoncr of Wsr/Ni issing Pcr^nacl OfHcc mp VfA> c >.t 
-5ponsWcnc^ to the families and tJ^ 

questions in adva.-Kc of liic Annuai J^Td r ^ ^ requested your 
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Hungarian Wodcm ^mdttSSS^ n*"^ documenis of the 

most sensitive documSSS^S SSS!S^ ^"^J, ".^ ? " """^ ''^ «^ 
forthe emwCoW War pc^SS^!^ ^ ^ tJ»Ministiy of Defense 

ANSWER: mttwtrc iS ^iccmca KiUcd-ia^ctio.-i.Body.nol recovered. 
USaK AC-130 Over V^-atcrLoss 10 KIA/BN'R 
^'^'^^ IKIA/BKR 
USK A-<J Over Wjster Loss 1 KlA/BNR 

USN F/A.18 i Ki^vBNR 

Spcicher.MkhadS.,LCOR.USN F-JS 17J«,9i KlA-BNIl 
SliJi an on-gcMiig iavcstigaijofl: 

On 1 7 January 1 991, LCDR Speidiw v,^. dONsn over IrAo wWh^ r v.-„ , 
or e„en,y air derc«« (SEAO) ^.«t Of oSdi "^^^^ 

Sp..axr s crash site >v-as not locolcd prior to taminadon of Oi>:ralion r^>t«^. 
Lpon termination of cwnbal opcraiioL in Iri,rZr. "P^«4f " D<^ft Stonn. 

.wl>-sis. FoUowirfe OP. « ,e»d oSSSS^s^^l'Lt Si"' 

SpcteJicr's crash ate w«s located in Anril 1994 a« trvrV. ^)-Yr- 

« 3301 14N 042I52SE in Decemb^ 1»5 ^ '"^^ 



^ prey « first iast» next> 
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SSl^T v«c|«gc«sod«ed wihLCDRSpcichcf-s aircraft 

cwh site. The flight 5«rt WW lying on fl» rafwc wiih minlraal ^idenoc of wwtherinT 
20m„, sJ,en^rox,a,.(dy 1 kfl«««efci« of Ite flight mrit Tl^^iuwZSuit 
20m., $hcU«d,c«,<h.t ii^mrmh^^^^^,^ they S^S,vacI 

^ UiotLCpR Speicher tlKmjeiascmed the canopy, possibly during Uw ciwuen 

vver^ cuf off the p,[o(. The conditwn of the fiight suit «,d \ik support equipnient 
5.i5i.en. ,be pilot was probably severely injux«l ordatd vyhcn these It^ were removed. 

<>u«,ioo <jAn upiuc on the progress twidt inthc dcclasificwion of documcritatior 
w"^ ° W/MlAs ftt.n, WW II, the Korean War. ihc Cold War and VicnarWar 
How many doeon>«is M,n rernain cl«sJfied ftxra the diffc«nt W3« in each AgcncVr; 
a. CIA b. DJA c NSA d.NSC e. NRO f CIo" 

^'r^lL""*"'!?'* h.AirFo«cImcUigcncc i. Navy intelligence 

j.DcpartmefliofState fc. White House 

ANSWER: DPMO continues to rc%'ic>v fordcclassificaiion archival as wrll as 
ccmcmporao' document pcrtwnins to ima«x)unled for persons. 

F<iralmo.M a decode, sijwc 1991. cwcnuncnt^^^ 

u> ocatc and rdc.^ POW/KfIA documents 11,0*0 located have bc^ deda^SS 

K,ca5cd. While addmoxua collections may still be ft^itnl v.e believe mo.} ofth.^ 
ni^of collections luvebeeo viewed. DPMO contingcs to search worldwicc U'hcn 
A^ e nnd records we copy them and add them to the cstablislicd collcciions. 

rv n""''^ n ""'^*' 'l^^^^'^^^" '■'^^ ccMTAcrp^n d^cl^iftcation teams thix.ugi,ow 
re^e^ ^^^'^'l'' "r"" Virtually aU documents accessed havx: been' 

reviex.'ed for dccbss.ftcal.on ^ made public or an: pr«eatlv being systematically 



\\ orld ft ar 1 1: A sisiiifieani effort to rcoicvx WW II records is under^vay in Eostem 
Europe. JCbU currently monitors aaNGO contact with KARTA in Poland and the 
Romanian govcnwicnt has provided DPMO wth 80 pages of Romruiian c^ctecy 
sche>nat,cs which indicate burial plot localions of US ojid Ejiglish service mcmbcre 
Rksc docuflienis a« und«- review. DPMO also has access to a WW|1 database ' 
compiled b>- the Atnericaa BatUeiield Mottumoits ConuDission (AUMC) after xvaf 
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Response to Query of Jan 8, 1999 
Florida Times Union 
Re Michael Speicher 



Ql. What is the Pentagon's position on what happened to him (Speicher)? Does DoD 
believe he died in the shootdown or that he survived and died sometime thereafter? 

Al. There is no evidence to demonstrate that Lieutenant Commander Speicher survived 
his loss incident or was ever captured or held as a POW. 



(questions regarding radios and ejection seat survivability should be answered by the 
Navy) 

Q. Does the Department of Defense believe that a failure of the Motorola 
AN/PRC-1 12 radio played any role in LCDR Speicher's death? 

A. There is no evidence to indicate LCDR Speicher's radio played any role in his fate. 
. (See also answer #1) 



Vic: 

These answers have the coordination of DPMO, including the Deputy Assistant Secretary 
of Defense for POW/Missing Personnel Affairs, Mr. Robert L. Jones. 

Please ensure Commander Laurie van Buskirk is aware. She is the point of contact in the 
Navy for this issue, and has been with us at every step of the way as this progressed. 

She is in the Office of the Asst Secretary of the Navy, Manpower and Reserve Affairs. 
Sorry I don't have her phone number. 

Larry 
602-1245 



Navy Asked To Change Pilot's Status 



■ c The Associated Press 
By ROBERT BURNS 

WASHINGTON (AP> - Two senators asked Na\y Secretary Richard Danzig on Friday to change the Pentagon's official 
finding of death" for a Navy pilot shot down in the opening hours of the 1991 Gulf War to "missing in action " refiectina 
ewdence of doubt about whether he survived the crash. o . a 

Lt. Cmdr. Michael Speicher of Jacksonvlle. Fla.. went missing when his Na\y F-18 Hornet was shot down on Jan 16 1991 in 
an air-to-air battle with an Iraqi fighter jet. He was the first American lost in the war and the last still unaccounted for. " 

_We belieNe that the justification for the finding of death detemiination in May 1991 is no longer valid and conclusive." Sens 
bob Smith, R-N.H.. and Rod Grams. R-Minn.. wrote in the letter to the Navy's top civilian leader. 

Tne late Adm. Mike Boorda. then the chief of naval operations, approved the official "finding of death" on May 22 1991 That 
action changed his official status from missing in action to killed in action. 

In September 1 998 following efforts by Smith and Grams to leam more about what the U.S. intelligence agencies knew of ■ • 
SiTs onthi maneT*^ ^^'^''^ Committee on Intelligence was given a classified chronology of the intelligence agencies' 

"We strongly believe that the infomiation contained therein supports the request we are making of you with this letter " Smith 
and Grams told Danzig. They did not cite any specific evidence, which is classified secret. 

The senators said they were infomied on March 12 by the Defense Department's POW-Missirig Personnel Office that its 
position on whether the available evidence indicates Speicher perished in the crash of his plane is "we doht knov/." 

In.light of that. Speicher-s status should be changed to missing in action - "a status that more-accurately reflects the 
available evidence and provides a presumptive 'benefit of the doubf to Lt. Cmdr. Speicher." the letter said. 

"We owe nothing less to Lt. Cmdr. Speicher and his family," the senators wrote. 

.ho ^'"k '7' D3"^'9- said Friday evening he was not sure whether Danzig had seen the letter yet but 

that the Navy chief would act as quickly as possible to address the senators' concems. 

Smith and Grams have said before that Pentagon officials initially , told them there was no evidence to indicate that Soeicher 

Tials rdl^rJ' ' - '''' ''''' SP^'-t^-^ went r^^ssing - Pe^^^^^^^^ 

f H r th ? o" ^ ^^"^^ memorandum that a U.S. spy satellite had photographed a "manmade symbol" at the crash site 

earlier that year. Some military officers said they interpreted the symbol as a sign that the Navy pilot r^ighVLve the 

Speicher was the only American killed onlraqi tenitory whose remains were not recovered. 

A plan was devised in 1994 to conduct a covert operation into Iraq to search the crash site for clues to SDeichefs late but it 
was scrapped m December 1994 by Amiy Gen. John Shalikashvili, then the chaimian of the JoirChfefeSS^ "SI ;,o^l 
ruled that the risk of casualties was too high to justify the secret mission. °^ 3^"^'^' 

entered Iraa^urp'iiLVnr*^'' hh ^ P^^^"'' Department, working with the Intemational Committee of the Red Cross 
Iraq with President Saddam Hussein's pemiiss.on. When they got to the crash site they found it had been excavated,' 



3^°*^' RJDES@aol.com 

To- August 06. 1999 5:18 AM 

Subject- <lestatter@osd.pentagon.mil 

New Revelations about Missing Gulf War Pilot 

FYI. rjd 

-original follows— 

New Revelations about Missing Gulf War Pilot 

dTa??i^2raft&^sa If r» '!!°\ mysterious 1991 
controversy in casualty of the Persian Gulf War sparked a 

C„„,..s a™. ..e Pentagon, may have ,s..,Ved p,a„e eras, in 

in 1998 revealed lhal a us spVsaie liSX„ST*"'' f""" Pentagon 

Snir^rro'^-""S'ui'*t^r^^^^^ 

ocale him. Us mililary aulhorjlS oreoaM^nl^ ' "t'^mior, lo 
the sue but abruptly canceled mtlfrt^fi-l° ""==1™ '» 
have never been made public "''^''^ ^If^lr 

R^ro^re^n-s^^^^^^^^ 

secretary of defense confirmed that aXr /il ^I^^^' ^ ^^P"<y assistant 
was located, the Pentagon dete Sed thaUhr.'f °\ P'^"^ 
of his flight suit. The memo saidThat thl rlint^ P''°* cut out 

related equipment indicated that Soiirhp?^ °^ "'9^^' ^^'^ and 
dead When these items were TemoveS;- '''^''^'^ ^^^^^^'^ '"i^^^d or 

NAPf5ms^.~^^^^^ national chai.oman of 

Hussein could be holSng S^Sw . /r 

to have been in it." " ^^^^ ^^^^^ the flight suit, he's got 

Suip'rn^l^^r^aXr^^inr^^^ H ^'^^^ and iife-support 

have tampered with the P^SiTe'n'^^^^^^^^ Iraqis may 

Change in official status? 

™rw«as°etS evTer S S=f "-'"^'^^ did not 
■killed in action- to -mliingm actto,! - ^f^'i^ from 

S^pslTtSLfsS'^S'SnTl^^^^^^^ -a, 
whelher Speicher su^ivedYhe" SJ^? So"? e°[dtcra'v^^br 



Not Speicher's body 

After the war ended and in an act that further complicated the case, the 
Iraqis handed over remains they claimed belonged to Speicher. but DNA tests 
and blood 

typing proved that they were not his. 

At the time. Army Gen. John Shalikashvili rejected a plan for a covert 
operation into Iraq to search for information concerning the crash and 
Speicher. Reports say he 

decided the special operation was too dangerous to put other soldiers at risk 
for a 3-year-old crash. Instead, a Pentagon-Red Cross team anranged a search 
effort with Hussein's permission, but by the time they amved. the site had 
been excavated. 
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Speicher 
inquiry may 
go forward 

By John Fritz 
IVncs-Union staff wrlier 



After a classified briefing by 
Pentagon officials yesterday 
U.S. Sen. Bob Smith. R-N.H ' 
believes a Senate Laquiry into 
the downing of e Jacksonville- 
based FA-18 pUot during the 
Gulf War is still warranted, 

Despite the 90-rmnute scs3ion, 
also attended by fellow Sen.' 
Rod Grams, P^Minn., Smith 
'«till has some concerns." said 
^ spokeswoma-n. Lisa Harri- 
son. She said the senator could 
not elaborate. 

:.The Senate Select Committee 
c^n Intelligence has agreed to 
itJvestigatc the case of Navy Lt. 
Ctndr. Michael Scott Speicher, 
^hose remains never were 
found but who was declared 
dead after the war. 

Smith and Grams requested 
the inquir>', sa>Tng recent press 
accounts raise "serious ques^ 
tions as to whether both of as 



may h^ve been misled bv the 
aommistration" in prevnous 
queries. 

The senators are intere.s:^ in 
what IS known about the fete of 
^Peicher. a n^hter-bomber pilot 
from Cecil Field Naval ;xi^ Sta- 
tion and the only U.S. service- 
man unaccounted for in I-eq 

a letter to the chairman of 
the mrelhgence committ^ Sen 
Richard Shelby. R-Aia. sen' 
ators ^id they. prcv-.o:.5!v had 
t>ecn lold there was no ov^'dence 
^ indjoat^ Sp<^icher mu-h: i.av. 
^ur^'ived. 

But recent reports un The 
New York Times cite PenUigon 
documents th^i say a spv liatel- 
htc "detected a man-made sym- 
bol m the area of the ejection- 
seat, the senators s^d. 

The neu-spaper also reported 
that some senior miliUo' offi- 
cers thought Speicher might 
have sursqved. but a covert oi> 
eration to search the crash site 
was scrubbed in 1994 by the 
then^halrman of the Jomt 
Chiefs^ of Staff, retired Gen 
John ShalLkashvLli. 

The pilot's widow, who has 
since remarric-d, has declined 
mterviews. His cousin. Bill 
Speicher of Jacksonviile, would 
like a more complete report. 



NEW YORK TIMES Dec. 

Is Search for Missing 
Too Risky for Soldiers? 

To the Editor: 

A Dec. 7 front-page article reports 
the decision by Gen. John M. Shali- 



14, 1997 Pg. IV-12 

kashvili, then chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, not to allow a 1994 
secret mission to Iraq to bring back a 
Navy pilot missing in the Persian 
Gulf war because it would be too 
risky. 

Special-operations soldiers would 



have been willing to volunteer for 
ihe mission, despite the possibility of 
losing their own lives. It has always 
been an unwritten code of the mili- 
tary (hat we do not leave ourpeopic 
behind. 

U those who serve our courury 
cannot feel that all efforts will be 
made to extricate them, if neces- 
sary, from enemy territory, our best 
service people will leave. 

Some of today's military leaders 
appear too timid to uphold this basic 
doctrine. The civilian leaders who 
certify such decisions are equally at 
fault. As graduates of the service 
academies, we recall an old saying 
in the military: Loyalty down breeds 
loyalty up. Some of our leaders don't 
seem to understand the meaning of 
that. John F. Flanagan 

Eric d. Rosen 
New York. Dec, 11. 1997 
The writers are-, respectively, a re- 
tired Air Force Reserve brigadier 
general and a former Navy lieuten- 
cat. 
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What risks to recover a long-dead U.S. pilot? 

Two days before Gen. John Shalikashvili was confirmed as 
head of the Joint Chiefs of Staff in 1993, U.S. Army Rangers 
were pinned down in the streets of Mogadishu. Eighteen were 
killed and 75 were wounded because ihey refused to abandon the 
body of a dead helicopter pilot. 

It was an extraordinary display of courage. But. many non- 
Rangers asked themselves if the recovery of one dead American 
was worth the creation of 18 more dead Americans. The Rangers 
and the Marines are steeped in a stem military tradition of never, 
ever abandoning a fallen comrade - even if it means risking or 
sacrificing more lives. That is a bedrock value of these elite units. 
But should it be the policy of the entire U.S. military? 

The question came up again, soon after the debacle at Moga- 
dishu, when an Arab hunting party reported finding the wreckage 
of a Navy warplane about 100 miles southwest of Baghdad. It had 
been flown by Lt. Cmdr. Michael Speicher, who had been listed 
as killed in action nearly three years earlier after being shot down 
over Iraq in theTirst hours of the Persian Gulf War. The Pentagon 
began making plans to enter Iraq covertly and sift through Ihe 
crash site for Speicher's remains. 

But Shalikashvili reportedly vetoed this operation, saying, "I 
do not want to have to wri:e the parents and tell them their son or 
daughter died looking for old bones." By the time a Pentagon 
team was able to examine the site - with Iraq's permission -Ihc 



wreckage had been thoroughly scavenged by the Iraqis. 
Speicher's remains have never been recovered. 

Shalikashvili, who recently retired to a home in Steilacoom, 
-has come under attack for his decision. Some of.the critics be- 
lieve the dangers involved in trying to recover Speicher's body 
from hostile territory were low enough to justify the operation. 
Others believe the operation should have been undertaken regard- 
less of the danger. 

Bear in mind, though, that it was also on Shalikashvili's watch 
that the military took great risks to rescue Capt. Scott O'Grady 
after the Air Force pilot was shot down over Serb-held territory in 
Bosnia in 1995. Those risks were fijlly justified by the prospect of 
keeping O'Grady out of the hands of brutal thugs. But risks were 
not taken on behalf of another pilot who was almost certainly 
long since deceased. From this comer, the logic appears sound: 
Rangers and Marines aside, the military's responsibility to its 
dead does not override its responsibility to the living. 
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Senate to Review Fate of Gulf 
War Pilot Downed Over Iraq 



By TIM VVEINER 

WASHINGTON Ai ilu: 
request of iwo senaiors wIk' s;,!\- 
the Pentagon may have iniskni 
them, the Senate Select Com- 
mittee on Inielhgence will in- 
quire into the fate of ihc ont\ 
Persian Gulf war pilot wiio 
remains unaccounted for, intel- 
ligence committee staff mem- 
bers said on Thursday. 

The senators. Rod Grams of 
Minnesota and Robert C. Smiih 
of New Hampshire, both Re- 
publicans, asked the commiaee 
to look into what U.S. iiueih- 
gence services know nnout it^e 
disappearance ot N.ivv Ij. 



Speicher. In a second leiici. 
seeking a cinnricaiion he asked 
if "any symbols were found in 
the area" where Speichei's 
plane crashed. Downed pilots 
are taught to make a specific 
symbol seeking assistance from 
rescuers — or any kind of sytiv 
bol that can be read from the 
sky as a cry for help. 

Pentagon officials wrote 
back to the senator saying that 
their investigation had found 
"no symbols that correlate to 
civilian or military distress 
symbols or evasion codes." 



Cmdr. Michael Scott Speicher, 
the first American to fall in the 
gulf war. 

Listed as missing in action 
after his plane crashed, the pilot 
was never heard from again. He 
was soon listed as "killed in 
action -- body not recovered." 
But Pentagon officials told The 
New York Times last week that 
they do not know whether he 
could have ejected and sur- 
vived. 

In a letter to the chairman of 
the intelligence committee, Sen. 
Richard Shelby. R-Ala., the 
senators said they "may have 
been misled" by Pentagon offi- 
cials who had previously told 



But in a secret memorandum 
dated May I I, 199^. more than 
three years after the plane went 
down. Pentagon officials noted 
that a U.S. spy satellite had 
photographed "a man-made 
symbol" at the crash site earlier 
that year. Although it was not 
the distress symbol Speicher 
had been trained to make, some 
military officers said they inter- 
preted it as a sign that he might 
have survived. 

The intelligence committee's 
inquiry will probably be limited 
10 a review of U.S. intelligence 



them "that there was no evi- 
dence which indicated Com- 
mander Speicher (pronounced 
spiker) may have survived." 

In an interview. Smith - 
who has a longstanding interest 
in American soldiers thought to 
be prisoners of war or missing 
in action - said that he had 
been asking Defense Depart- 
ment officials about Speicher 
for two years. 

In 1995, he said, he was told 
unofficially "that there was 
intelligence ihnt indicated that 
Speicher may have ejected" 
from his F-18 fighter jet before 
it crashed in western Iraq dur- 
ing the first hours of the war. 

Smith said he received a 
classified Pentagon briefing 
about Speicher in January 
1996. He said he came away 
from the briefing believing that 
there vvas no chance Speicher 
could have ejected, that the 



files on the case. It would not 
re-examine the question of why 
the Pentagon rejected a secret 
plan to search the crash site 
three years ago, intelligence 
committee staff members indi- 
cated. They said that the issue 
was best left for the committees 
overseeing the armed services. 

Speicher went down in a 
dogfight with Iraqi jets, the 
only such incident of the gulf 
war. The incident raised several 
other disquieting issues. 

Though Navy officials say 



Pentagon had never planned a 
covert operation to search the 
crash site, and that there was no 
evidence that the pilot could 
have sent, a distress signal to 
rescuers after his crash. 

Bui according to Pentagon 
documents and Pentagon offi- 
cials interviewed last week, 
there was a chance \h:n 
Speichdr could have ciecied 
and survived; there was a plan - 
- never executed -- to launch a 
covert mission to search the 
crash site; and there was some 
kind of "man-made symbol" at 
the crash site, which was de- 
tected by a Pentajzon spy sat- 
ellite in 1994. 

"Apparently I was misled," 
Smith said on Thursday. 

Grams, prompted by mem- 
bers of a Minnesota prisoners- 
of-war and missing-in-aciion 
advocacy group, wrote the 
Pentagon twice this year about 



they may never know precisely 
what happened to his plane, n 
fellow Navy pilot detected the 
Iraqi MIG.-25 that Navy offi- 
cials say might have later hit 
Speicher's plane with an air-io- 
air missile. But the pilot was 
not allowed to fire on the Iraqi 
jet without clearance from an 
Air Force AWACS radar plane. 
The AWACS - which stands 
for airborne warning-and- 
control system - could not 
identify the Iraqi jet as the en- 
emy. Minutes later, Speicher's 
plane exploded. 
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Senate Inquiry 
On Fate of Pilot 
Lost Over Iraq 

By TIM WEINER 

WASHINGTON, Dec. 11 - At the 
request of two Senators who say the 
Pentagon may have misled them, the 
Senate Select Committee on Intelli- 
gence will inquire into the fate of the 
only Persian Gulf war pilot who re- 
mains unaccounted for, committee 
staff niembers said today. 

The Senators, Rod. Grams of Min- 
nesota and Robert C. Smith of New 
Hampshire, both Republicans, asked 
the committee to look into what the 
intelligence services know about the 
disappearance of Navy Lieut. Cmdr. 
Michael Scott Speicher, the first 
American to fall in the gulf war. 

Listed as rhissing in action after 
his plane crashed, the pilot was nev- 
er heard from again. He was soon 
listed as ''killed in action — body not 
recovered." But Pentagon officials 
told The New York Times last week 
that they do not know whether he 
could have ejected and survived. 

In a letter to the chairman of the 
intelligence committee, Sen. Richard 
C. Shelby, Republican of Alabama, 
the Senators said they "may have 
been misled" by Pentagon officials 
who previously told them "that there 
was no evidence which indicated 
Commander Speicher may have sur- 
vived." 

In an interview, Senator Smith 
said that for two years he. had been 
asking Defense Department officials 
about Commander Speicher (pro- 
nounced spiker). 

In 1995, he said, he was told unoffi- 
cially "that there was intelligence 
that indicated that Speicher may 
have ejected" from his F-18 fighter 
jet before it crashed in western Iraq 
during the first hours of the war. 

Senator Smith said he received a 
classified Pentagon briefing in Janu-; 
ary 1996 and came away believing 
there was no chance Commander 
Speicher could have ejected. 

But according to Pentagon docu- 
ments and Pentagon officials inter- 
viewed last week, there was a chance 
that Commander Speicher could 
have ejected and survived; there 
was a plan — never executed — to 
launch a covert mission to search the 
crash site; and there was some kind 
of "man-made symbol" at the crash 
site, which was detected by a Penta- 
gon spy satellite In 1994, 

"Apparently I was misled," Sena- 
tor Smith said today. 
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DEADLINE : U.S. Pilot Abandoned in Iraq 
BODY: 

NEARLY SEVEN years after Navy pilot Lieutenant Commander Michael Speicher 
.-anished m Iraq during the first hours of the Persian Gulf War, the U S 
|overnir.ent still doesn't know if he is dead, alive or even a prisoner of Saddam 
lussem. 

The Pentagon's shamefully long-delayed and timid efforts to find Speicher 
• ere reported last Sunday in the New York Times. Accordina to the Times, some 
■enior military officers believe the 33-year-old Speiche^ may have ejected 
:rom his F-18 and survived, but a secret mission to retrieve evidence from the 
^""try^^^^ '^^^^^ ''^^ scrubbed because top Pentagon officials were afraid 

-•e'^o^s^f^"''^^''^'^^~^'^^^^^^ S^^li^-^^viU, former chairman of the Joint 
- crash SitI ^ ^^Jr"'" decision not to send specially trained troops to 

-=d "rLt ou>- '^n^H-'' ^^\^^^y^"^^fter the crash. "There was no overwhelming 
-^d to put GUI :=oldiers at risk to covertly search a three- vear-old crash 



,!.];! 



.-I^^t;:::^ - conce-n ror the safety of the troops is laudable. But the 

-? ^ defeated Iraq in search of the downed pilot 

Viri^ ^'-^f'-' i^^t shots were fired reflected an unseemly 

■■■^rs nri^M """^^ '^''"^^ ^'^iil soldiers, saiLrs, 

-^ers cno Marines sent m harm's way. 

tak^everv re^son^S, American military code that requires commanders 

reasonable risk to recover fallen comrades from the battlefield 
-- officers were ignored who insisted they had a moral obligation to qo after 
speicher, whether he was dead or alive. ooxigacion to go after 

..h!!!^'' ^^erican tea.T. finally went into Iraq in December 1995, - with 
=.-dam s permission - the crash site had been scavenged. 
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No Search for Gulf War Pilot 



: ■ ; a p p e c o v £ ru o d e rati o p. 
g Perii-n Gulf 



The nation's highest ranking military orficev = 
into Iraq to search for a Navy pilot who crasher: ■■^ ^e--n Gui- 

.oyxng .he mission wasn't worth the risk, The Nev: '^oJllylsVe^^Ves^k^^^^ 

Some senior officials said they had a moral ob'-icatio^ h>--. Tt r^r.. 
Mchael Spe.cher back dead or alive, and some .h^^g^'t.f 3?:;:;.-Sici ^rfe 
pilot rniqht have survived. He was the first Am---.-: ;;:; — . -ooj 

the o:-ly one v.-nose fate remains unknowr, . ' ' "" '''' ' 

_ Special-operations soldiers had planned a sc-- i -- -^p -■.-^ 

zor clues. And although some said the chances '■■ -res" ■'■..'-o"'>-^^-.. "p^n^-P^^" 
.eaaers balked, fearing the risks outweighed the i-v.-ards, -[he ne^'spaper ^ssid. 

In 1991, Gen. John Shalikashvili, chairman of zne Joi- -hi=.--= of Staff 
opted against the proposed secret mission, the newsoaper"- ■: d ^^^thouah a Wn-i 
Decision was made in 1995 by Secretary of Defens^= W-illia..:;;rrvV"the militarv"' 
option was efrectively killed when Shalikashvili rejectee it i.n D^cemSer? i9S^. 

mere was no overwhelming need to put pur soldiers at ris!-: to cove^tiv ;.;rch' 
^^Sape' Shalikashvili, now retire-:, said m a statement t^the 
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iEADLINE: Gen. Shalikashvili rejected pilot hunt 
5YLINE: The Associated Press 
BODY: 

NEW YORK — The nation's highest-ranking military officer scrapped a covert 
)peration into Iraq to search for a Navy pilot who crashed during the war 
raying the mission wasn't worth the risk. The New York Times reported Sunday. 

Sonie senior officials said they had a moral obligation to bring Lt. Cmc- 
-ichael Speicher back dead or alive, and some thought the 33-year-old r-i8 
*ilou might have survived. He was the first A.merican lost in the 1991 Perc^an 
•Oil War ana the only one whose fate remains unknown. 

Special-operations soldiers planned a secret mission to search the site for 
lues. And although some said the chances of success were high, Pentaaon leaders 
alked, fearing the risks outweighed the rewards, the newspaper sa'id. ^ ■ 

In 199^, Gen. John Shalikashvili, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
: ::ed against the proposed secret mission, the newspaper said. 

Alunough a final decision was made in 199S by Secretary of Defense Will -'am 
•iirry, the military option was effectively killed v;hen Shal ikashvili 'rei ecr r-d j r- 
r. December 199'i. 

"There was no overwhelming need to put our soldiers at risk to covertly 
•-.arch a 3-year-old crash site," Shalikashvili, now retired, said in a statement 
D the newspaper on Friday. "To send America's sons and dauchters into harm's 
3y IS the most serious recommendation a military leader can make. This is a 

acred trust . " 

Bui other'officers said the responsibili tv to look for a fallen comrade 
Jtweighed the ris^ of casualties. 

"The warriors Del ieved " they had a responsibilitv, " said S.tan Arthur, a 
•tirc-o rour-star admiral who led allied naval force-:: during the Gulf War. 
"ou 1c5.;g one ol" your own, you go back and 'fine hiir,." 



alter Si;al i kashvi li ' s decisioj^. , 



ing v;ith the Red 



--^^ ''''''' badaam Hussein's permission. When they got there, they 
;unG that the site had already been excavated most like = v by Iraqi officers 
■ while the Pentagon searched for the safest route to the site. 

Searchers still do not know if he bailed out of h:s pla.-e successfully or if 
• couia have survived the crash. 

He is classified as killed in action, body unreccvered. Soeicher was the 
•ly American killed on Iraqi territory whose remains were not recovered. 
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Missing pilot's 
cousin wants 
ftiH accounting 

Bj John Fritz 

Tlmec-Uftion staff wrifer 



If tiiexc wore & ciumce_jklir 
dmol Soott Speicfaer buiviv^ 
tiic.^dowmzig: of hifi Jiv:O^TOiivill&- 
bjTOd Navy jet ovtsx Iraq, tLc 
militaiy Imd an oWigatioii to go 
fsS\xoc ium, a relative said yce- 
tehJay after a repoort the Penta- 
gon 9cnibb«d a covert ocarciL 
; n m wouldn't 

tfrurpris^? me \ix 
the least to 
know our gov- 
GTtanexjt dedded 
be was possibly 
alive but dfdnt 
B want to riA any 
Q^r^ * niore people or 
SpiHchar risk an incident 
over one person^ said the pi- 
lot's cousin. Bin SpeieHer of 
JacksocLviUe, 

The New York 'Hmes reported 
Sunday thai the natioa's high- 
est-ranking mflitajry- ofiSrser 
ecrubbed a covert opcratujc to 
search for Lt Cmdr. Speicher 
after the Pentagon l^nned 
where Hs FA-IB fig^stijr-bomber 
cranhod- 

'There was no ovcrwheiming 
need to put our soldiers at risk 
to covertly search a 3-yGar-old 
crash site/* retir^ Gen. John 
Shalikzishvili, the foiTner chair- 
man of the Joint Chiefs of 
Stafl; told the Times. 

But some senior ofQcers said 
they had a moral obli^atioii to 
find Speicher, dead or alive, 
and some thought he r nTght 
have survived, the paper report- 
ed. 



Speidier, who wa« based at 
Cecil Kdd Nav^l Air Station, 
oBkially is listed as tilled in 
act io n - He is the only sor- 
vicPTftfln loot in Ir&q whose re- 
mains have not been reoovercd. 

Instead of the covert military 
operation^ a Pentagon team 
working with the Red Qross 
and with Iraq's cooperation 
searched the site in December 
1995. The tote, however, had 
been crravafed by the thno 
they got there, 

**If there was any chance ho 
WSkfi alive, I think the American 
military owed that to him*'' Bill 
Spefchex said of a foil military 
search* *Td like to have a more 
complete report of what tiie 
Navy knows or doesn't know."- 

BQl Speicher i« the pilofs 
only relative in Jackaonx-iHc. 
His mother and lather both are 
dead; has widow is remarried 
and has not cotmnented on the 
sxtuatiQcu 
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Subject: Gulf War Cases with the Status Killed in Action/Body Not Recovered (KIA/BNR) 

From the moment that President Bush committed U.S. forces to Operation "Desert 
Storm", the Joint Force Commander established a smooth functioning Joint Search and Rescue 
Center, which directly contributed to there being no unaccounted for service personnel from this 
conflict. . This significant accomplishment proved the importance of specially trained units, 
dedicated to conduct rescue operations. There are, however, 13 individuals, lost in four 
incidents, whose final status is listed as KIA/BNR. Three of these cases involve overwater losses 
where a significant search and rescue effort was expended. The final result of these rescue 
efforts was a determination that it is not possible to recover the remains. The DPMO continues 
to investigate and pursue every avenue toward possible repatriation of remains involving the 
overland case. 

The purpose of this paper is to provide the status of each case from the Gulf War where 
individuals are declared KIA/BNR. The following is a brief synopsis of each case: 

1 . Fourteen men were Killed in Action when a US AF AC- 1 30 crashed in the Persian Gulf, off 

the Saudi/Kuwaiti Coast, on 3 1 January 1991 . 
Extensive SAR efforts at the time failed to locate 
any wreckage or survivors. After the war, part of 
the wreckage was located on the edge of the 
continental shelf and the remains of four crewman 
were recovered. Recovery efforts for the remaining 
1 0 crewmembers' remains were called off for 
safety reasons after the portion of the aircraft containing the remains went over the edge of 
the shelf and settled in water too deep to allow a safe recovery of the remains. Individuals 
listed as KIA/BNR are: 




Maj P.J. Weaver 
SMSGT P.G. Buege 
SSGT J. Oelschlager 
SSGT B.M. Clarke 



Capt A. Galvan 
MSGT J.B. May 
SSGT J. Blessinger v 



ILt T.C. Bland 
TSGT R.K. Hodges 
SSGTT.R. Harrison 
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2. LCDR B.T. Cooke and LT P.K. Connor's A-6 crashed in the waters off Kuwait City on 2 Feb 
1991 . SAR forces found no evidence of survivors, only some aircraft wreckage floating on 
the surface of the water. LT Connor's remains eventually washed ashore and were recovered. 
LCDR Cooke' s remains and the wreckiage of the A-6 were never located. The Navy has 
declared him lost at sea, KIA-BNR. 

3. LT R.J. Dwyer's F/A-18 was retuming from a combat mission when it crashed in the Persian 
Gulf on 5 February 1991. At the time of his loss, he was in allied controlled waters and 
being tracked by Navy radar. An extensive search of the loss site failed to locate him or his 
remains. Hypoxia is suspected as to the cause of the mishap. The Navy has declared LT 
Dwyer lost at sea, KIA-BNR. 

4. LCDR M.S. Speicher's F/A-18 aircraft was shot down, 17 January 1991, the first night of the 
Persian Gulf War. His crash site was located west of Baghdad in 1994. In December 1995, 
the Department of Defense (DoD) dispatched investigators from the United States Army 
Central Identification Laboratory, Hawaii, and from the United States Navy to Jordan to fomi 
the nucleus of an investigative team led by the International Committee of the Red Cross. 
The team entered Iraq, with the permission of the Iraqi Government, located the crashsite, 
and thoroughly investigated the site. Based on evidence they recovered, the determination of 
KIA/BNR provides an accurate accounting status as determined by the individual Service 
Secretary. DPMO continues to work through the International Committee of the Red Cross 
with the Iraqi Government to resolve this case fully. 
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Gulf War's First US Casualty 
Leaves Lastirtg Trail of Mystery 




A DOWNED PILOT Lieut Comdr. Mi- 
chael Speicher vanished in a gulf 
war crash. Fear of risks kept the 
Pentagon from the site, where the 
F-18's canopy (below) remained, 
and apparently Iraq got there first. 
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THE CRASH 



; sah: le 'i 1991 • F^t8'cfashe.s3# 
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I DECEMBER 1993 Reirialifis of j;v 
; the plane are found. No.sign 

• of pilot. 
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FEBRUARY 199S .Tr6ops,trairi% 
for mission, never executed, / 
to scour the.crash site, y 



Jet Ruins Were Found 
but the Pilot's Fate 
Is Still Unknown 



By TIM WEINER 



WASHINGTON, Dec. 6 — Four 
years ago, a hunter looking for wild 
game in western Iraq stumbled 
across the ruins of an American 
fighter jet. 

It was the missing Navy F-18 pi- 
loted by Lieut. Comdr. Michael Scott 
Speicher, the first American lost in 
the 1991 Persian Gulf war, and the 
only one whose fate remains un- 
known. The Pentagon, alerted by the 
hunter, sent a spy satellite over the 
crash site. It ''detected a man-made 
symbol in the area of the ejection 
seat." Pentagon documents say. 

Some senior officers thought Com- 
mander Speicher might have sur- 
vived the crash. They said they had a 
moral obligation to bring him back, 
dead or alive, no matter how long it 
took. So special-operations soldiers 
planned a secret mission to scour the 
site for clues. Their chances of suc- 
cess were high, they said, and the 
risks of an Iraqi response very low. 
But the Pentagon's leaders balked, 
fearing that the risks outweighed the 
rewards. 

Gen. John M. Shalikashvili, then 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
scrubbed the plan, saying, *'I do not 
want to have to write the parents and 
tell them that their son or daughter 
died looking for old bones," accord- 
ing to Timothy G. Connolly, then 
principal assistant deputy secretary 
of Defense for special operations, 
and other senior officers who wit- 
nessed the general's statement in 
December 1994. 



General Shalikashvili, now retired, 
confirmed his decision and its ratio^ 
nale in a written statement on Fri 
day. "There was no overwhelming 
need to put our soldiers at risk to 
covertly search a three-yearK)id 
crash site," he wrote. 

To advocates of the secret mission, 
his decision reflected the agonies of 
an arn^ trying to do its duty without 
risking its soldiers. "This mentality 
of *no losses' has more ramifications 
than people realize," said one gen- 
eral officer who requested anonym- 
ity. "The idea we can do everything 
so well that we shouldn't ever suffer 
a loss or casualty invades every- 
thing. It keeps you from doing what's 
necessary." 

The advocates said the obligation 
to look for a fallen comrade should 
have outweighed the risk of casual- 
ties. "The warriors believed they had 
a responsibility," said Stan Arthur, 
who retired as a four-star admiral 
after leading allied naval forces in 
the gulf war. "You lose one of your 
own, you go back and find him. The 
more modern concept was that you 
can't take the risk of a loss." 

Those who opposed the secret mis- 
sion to Iraq recalled the searing tele- 
vised images of the Army Rangers 
who were killed in Somalia in 1993 
trying to recover fallen comrades — 
and the public pillorying that their 
commanders took from Congress 
and the news media. They knew the 
costs of failure were high. They 
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Fate of a Jet Pilot, Gulf War's First US. Casualty. 
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thought the mission too dangerous, 
even though the Pentagon's Joint 
Special Operations Command as- 
sessed the risks as **low" or ''very 
low." Their idea was safer and, they 
believed, smarter: working with the 
Red Cross to enter Iraq with a team 
of skilled forensic experts. 

In the end, the Pentagon took the 
least risky route. Two years after the 
discovery of the wreckage, and a 
year after General Shalikashvili's 
decision, a Pentagon team entered 
Iraq openly, with Saddam Hussein's 
permission, under the banner of the 
Red Cross. 

. The searchers still do not know if 
Commander Speicher bailed out suc- 
cessfully. They still do not know if he 
could have survived the crash. 

They found to their dismay that, 
just as the advocates of a secret 
military mission had feared, the 
crash site had been excavated, most 
likely by Iraqi officers, during the 
months that the Pentagon searched 
for a safe route to the wreckage. 

This account is based on Pentagon 
documents and interviews with 
present and former military offi- 
cials. 



The Pilot 

A Fallen Soldier, 
A Vanishing Point 

On Jan. 17, 1991, in the first hours 
of the gulf war, Michael Scott 
Speicher, 33, went down in a dogfight 
over western Iraq. The Navy spent 
months trying to understand why. It 
might have been an Iraqi air-to-air 
missile, but no one knows for sure. 

His father, Wallace, had hopes that 
he might have survived. "Scotty's 
coming home," he said three days 
later. But he was listed as "killed in 
action — body not recovered." Com- 



mander Speicher's wife, who has 
since remarried, wants to preserve 
her privacy. 

When the war was over, -'the 
Iraqis returned 1.5 pounds of human 
flesh they claimed belonged to a pilot 
named 'Michael.' " Pentagon docu- 
ments say. "Subsequent DNA tests 
determined the remains were not 
Speicher." 

Pentagon officials still wonder 
whether this was a deliberate Iraqi 
attempt to deceive the United States 
about Commander Speicher's fate. 

The hunting party that found his 
plane was led by a senior military 
officer from Qatar, an emirate bor- 
dering Saudi Arabia. The Qatari offi-, 
cer brought home pictures of the' 
plane's canopy, a shard of metal with 
serial numbers, and memories of 
seeing an ejection seat. He gave 
them all to officials at the United 
States Embassy in Qatar. The num- 
bers on the shard. were proof. 

Moral codes and. military tradi- 
tions compelled the Pentagon to look 
for Commander Speicher's remains 
— or a shred of evidence that he 
might have lived. These old codes 
can spawn dark thoughts. One for- 
mer Navy officer says he has had 
nightmare visions of Saddam Hus- 
sein suddenly appearing on CNN, 
leading Commander Speicher with a 
rope, saying: "Here's a man without 
a country. I'm tired of feeding him. 
Who wants him?" 

On April 15, 1994, officials from the 
Office of the Secretary of Defense, 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the Navy, 
the State Department and the C.I.A. 
discussed "a covert /clandestine mil- 
itary action to investigate the crash » 
site," the Pentagon documents say. 

That was a far better idea than 
"openly approaching Baghdad" to 
request permission for a search, the 
group agreed. They said that an open 
approach could reveal the location to 
the Iraqis, which "would likely jeopr 
ardize the site's integrity." The 
Iraqis had scavenged every other 



Desert Storm crash site. 

A separate military intelligence 
analysis warned the Joint Chiefs that 
"the location of the site would be 
divulged and subsequent investiga- 
tions thwarted by Iraqi intelligence 
exploitation" if the United States ' 
openly approached Baghdad. 

On May 11, 1994, J. Alan Liotta, 
chief of the Pentagon's prisoner of 
war/missing in action office, wrote 
to the Joint Chiefs, "Access to the 
wreckage remains our only way to 
determine conclusively what hap- 
pened to Lieut. Comdr. Speicher." 

He continued: "For us to account 
successfully for Lieut Comdr. 
Speicher, the mission ideally would 
need to retrieve and return the ejec- 
tion seat and canopy." The mission 
also needed the black boxes in which 
data on the cockpit and engine were 
stored. Those boxes, he said, "should 
have survived the crash and would 
provide vital clues to what the plane 
and the pilot were experiencing dur- 
ing the flight's last minutes." 

The issue was clear, said Admiral 
Arthur, then the vice chief of naval 
operations: "Did we or did we not 
have a lost pilot?" 

He said he believed there was a 
chance that Commander Speicher 
had ejected successfully and sur- 
vived. "We know there was an ejec- 
tion attempt," he said. "I thought he 
bailed out. I was adamant that we get 
back in there." 

The Strategists 

Several Scenarios,. 
» None ^Af ithout Risk 

But for six months, the nation's 
military leaders maintained what 
the documents calL "a holding pat- 
tern." 

On Dec. 23, 1994, Defense Secre- 
tary William Perry, General Shali- 
kashvili, Mr. Connolly arid at least 
four other Pentagon officials, includ- 
ing Frederick C. Smith, the assistant 
secretary for international security 
affairs, discussed their options. 

Mr. Connolly and others favored 
the military mission. Four helicop- 
ters carrying a special-operations 
team would cross the Iraqi border 
from Saudi Arabia at night. The 
team would return with everything it 
could find — black boxes, bones, wir- 
mg from the cockpit, fragments of 
metal and any other clues. 



Mr. Smith and others favored the 
diplomatic course: openly approach- 
ing Baghdad through the Interna- 
tional Committee of the Red Cross. 
The Red Cross would ask Baghdad 
for permission to go to the crash site 
with a forensic team from the Penta- 
gon. The team could work at length, 
without danger. 

Mr. Connolly said he warned that 
the diplomatic option would alert the 
Iraqis and ultimately fail. Address- 
ing Mr. Perry and General Shalikas- 
vili, he quoted the fifth stanza of the 
Army Rangers' creed: ''I will never 
let a fallen comrade fall into the 
hands of the enemy." 

The choice ultimately lay with Mr. 
Perry, and a final decision did not 
come until March 1995. But the mili- 
tary option effectively died that day 
when General Shalikashvili opposed 
it with his statement about old bones. 

"To send America's sons and 
daughters into harm's way is the 
most serious recommendation a mil- 
itary leader can make," General 
Shalikashvili said in his written 
statement on Friday. "This is a sa- 
cred trust." 

"I concluded that there was no 
overwhelming need to put our sol- 
diers at risk to covertly search a 
three-year-old crash site when the 
Red Cross option was available." he 
said in his statement. "I stand by 
that decision." 

Mr. Connolly, who left the Penta- 
gon last year to teach, said this 
week: '^Our senior civilian and mili- 
tary leaders were simply too afraid 
of the possibility of failure, however 
remote, and refused to allow this 
pilot's comrades to go into Iraq and 
bring him home. I wish I could tell 
you it was more complex than that, 
but it wasn't." 

On Jan. 4, 1995, Mr. Perry told 
Secretary of State Warren M. Chris- 
topher that they should ask the Red 
Cross to approach the Iraqis. 

The Red Cross was amenable. On 
Feb. 14, its Middle East director, 
Michel Cagneaux, met with Iraqi of- 
ficials in Baghdad. "Iraqis listened 
intently; took copious notes," Mr. 
Smith, the assistant secretary of de- 
fense, wrote that day after talking to 
the Red Cross. 

The next morning, the special-op- 
erations team went through a full- 
dress rehearsal in the New Mexico 
desert for their mission, which they 
code-named Isolated Ivory, presum- 
ably an allusion to Commander 
Speicher's bones. But their services 
would not be needed. 

On March 1, 1995, the Red Cross 
told the Pentagon that Iraq would 
cooperate. "Conceivably," Mr. Smith 
wrote, "this mission could go next 
week." The mission was named Op- 
eration Promise Kept. 



Throughout the spring, a Pentagon 
spy satellite photographed the crash 
site every three days. The wreckage 
was undisturbed, military intelli- 
gence analysts reported in April. 

"Our team is ready to go," Mr. 
Smith told his superiors on May 2, 
1995! But a report to General Shali- 
kashvili from his staff three weeks 
later warned of unforeseen delays, 
"due to 'bureaucratic problems' 
within the Iraqi Government." 

It would be six more months be- 
fore the team entered Iraq. 

The Site 

Tatters and Shards, 
But Not One Bone 

In December 1995, two years after 
the Qatari officer's discovery and 
one year after General Shalikashvi- 
li's decision, the team arrived at the 
crash site. 

The site had been scavenged. 

"It appeared that people had been 
there before we arrived," "Mr. Smith 
said in an interview on Friday. 

There was no ejection seat. There 
were no bones, 

Bedouin nomads handed the team 
a tattered flight uniform. Mr. Smith 
would not discuss what a subsequent 
analysis of the suit showed. ; 

An officer familiar with the tearri*s 
findings said that it recovered one of 
the plane's data recorders from the 
Bedouins. 

"The evidence showed the pilot 
successfully ejected from the air- 
craft," he said. ; 

Mr. Smith and Mr. Liotta would 
not confirm or deny that. They $aid 
only that the team had emerged \yith 
a clearer picture of what happened 
to Commander Speicher. That pic- 
ture, like everything else about Ithe 
case, remains officially secret. ; 

Could he have survived the cra^h? 

"We don't know," Mr. Liotta s&id. 
The investigation continues. Com- 
mander Speicher is still listed| as 
"killed in action — body not recov- 
ered." The first American to fall in 
the Persian Gulf war remains ;the 
last to be accounted for. 
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linitEi States Senate 

WASHINGTON. DC 20510 



March 19. 1999 



The Honorable Richard Danzig 
Secretary of the Navy 
Pentagon, Room 4E686 
Washington, D.C. 20350-1000 

Dear Secretary Danzig: 



/ ^ J Y^Jl ^ ^ authority under Title 37, USCS, Section 555 

(a) Md 556 (d) to reconsider and change or modily the "finding of death" deteimination made by 
c • f^^fSv designee on May 22. 1991 with respect to Lt. Cmdr. Michael Scott 

Spacher, USN. We strongly believe, for ths resjions noted below, that such action t's i"d;^=d 
' arranied by miomiaiion that has been received and other circumstances." as provided for in 
the above-cited law. We have further been advised that status determinations with respect to Lt 
ri^r, c?A ^ currenUy covered by the Missing Persons Act, TiUe 10, USCS, Sections' 
15U1-15 I0, as amended, thereby making action under Title 37 appropriate. 

Lt. Cmdr. Speicher was the first American to be listed as missing in action when his F-18 
Tnni ?^ * ^""^^^ "^^^ ^« fi^t l^ours of the Gulf War in January 

1991. ^^eri the war ended, the Iraqi Government retumed a "soft tissue fragment and h^ 
bearmg stan which allegedly related to Lt. Cmdr. Speicher. However, subsequent DNA tests 
deteimmed the remains were not those of Lt Cmdr. Speicher. 

The Navy convened a Status Review Board on May 20, 1 991 to consider the state of 
evidence at that time related to Lt. Cmdr. Speicher's loss. On May 22, 1991. the late Admiral 
"finHi ?vJ" K "^^.^"^ ^^^cl, approved and signed out the board-recommended 

In December, 1993, a Qatari official and his hunting party came upon Lt. Cmdr 
Speicher s aircraft wreckage in Iraq. He immediately forwarded to U.S. mihtary officials 
pictures of the plane s canopy, a shard of metal with serial numbers, and passed on his 
recollecuon of having seen the ejection seat as well. Two years later, in December 1995 TI 
crash sue specialists from tiie Department of Defense were'pennitted to a^^e d^e 

winf^r ^hhT • r^ni ^ ^ """^'^''^ investigation were briefed to the Congress in the 

Zdn!?nrr^f ^-^^^^ 1997. we were further briefed on this m«ter by Se 

Pnnc.pal Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for International Security Affairs. Frederick 
Smith, .n response to concerns generated by the attached New York Jstoiy 



The Honorable Richard Danzig 
March 19, 1999 
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In February, 1998, a classified follow-up briefing on tiiis case was provided to the Senate 
Select Committee on Intelligence by the Department of Defense POW/Missing Personnel Office 
(DPMO). In September, 1 998, pursuant to our earlier inquiries on this matter, the Intelligence 
Community and the Dq)artment of Defense provided to Uie Senate Select Committee on 
Intelligence a classified chronology outlining Intelligence Community activities bearing on the 
issues raised as a result of Lt. Cmdr. Speichcr's loss. The briefing materials and the chronology 
referenced aboye are available for your review. We stamgix believe that the infoimation 
contained therein supports the request we are making of you with this letter. 

Diaing the last three years, we understand that the Department of Defense has refused to 
authorize any further approaches to the Iraqi Government concerning the fete of Lt Cmdr. 
Speicher "because of the state of U.S.-Iraqi relations." Nonetheless, our offices were infonncd 
during a briefing we received on March 12, 1999 thai the official publicly-stated position of the 
Department of Defense POW/Missing Personnel Office (DPMO) with respect to whether the 
available evidence indicates Lt. Cmdr. Speicher perished in his aircraft incident, is *'iiiejian!t 
kiuan" As you know, the DPMO is charged with developing, implementing, and overseeing 
policy on unaccounted for U.S. personnel for the Department of Defense. 

In view of the official position of the Department of Defense and the classified evidence 
now available to the Dqiartment of the Navy, we believe diat the justification for the finding of 
death detennination in May, 199 1, is no longer valid and conclusive. We, therefore, urge you to 
use your statutory authority to change the status of LL Cmdr. Speicher back to "missing in 
action" ~ a status that more accurately reflects the available evidence and provides a presumptive 
••benefit of the doubt" to Lt. Cmdr. Speicher. We owe nothing less to Lt. Cmdr. Speicher and his 
family. 

We look forward to your response, and thank you for your personal attention to this veiy 
important matter that deqply concents us. 

Sincerely yours, 




Horn, John R 



From: Pasquerella, Robert T. 

Sent: Wednesday, September 02, 1998 2:18 PM 

To: Man, Gregory K. S. 

Cc: Liotta, J. Alan; Sydow. C. Gary 

Subject: DESERT STORM LOSSES 



Attached is a summary of Desert Stomi losses for servicemen wliose status is KIA-BNR. V/r, Bob 
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2 September 1998 



MEMORANDUM FOR DASD POW/MPA 
From: LT Robert T. Pasquerella, USN 

Subj: STATUS OF OPERATION DESERT STORM LOSSES (KIA-BNR) 

1. Speicher, Michael S., LCDR, USN F-18 17 Jan 91 KIA-BNR 

On 17 January 1991, LCDR Speicher was shot down over Iraq while flying a suppression 
of enemy air defense (SEAD) mission west of Baghdad. At 0352 hours, another pilot 
operating in the vicinity of LCDR Speicher' s loss location reported observing an 
explosion he described as an aircraft being hit by an air-to-air missile. He estimated the 
positidn'and altitude as 3300N 04220E and 24,000 feet. Reporting indicates a MIG-25 
FOXB AT active in the area at the time of this incident. No radio calls or beepers were 
heard and no signals were observed. 

Upon completion of the strike group's mission, search and rescue (SAR) forces were 
alerted and possible divert airfields were contacted with negative results. LCDR 
Speicher' s crash site was not located prior to termination of Operation Desert Storm. 
Upon termination of combat operations in Iraq, the Government of Iraq retumed remains 
purportedly associated with LCDR Speicher were turned over to U.S. Government 
control. These remains were later determined not to correlate to LCDR Speicher through 
blood typing and DNA analysis. Following up on a lead obtained through intelligence 
sources, LCDR Speicher's crash site was located in April 1994. An ICRC team 
excavated this crash site at 3301 14N 0421 528E in December 1995. 

During the excavation, wreckage associated with LCDR Speicher's aircraft was 
discovered. The team noted a large backfill pile present in the area where the cockpit 
would have been located, indicating a previous unilateral excavation. In addition, the 
team discovered a U.S. NOMEX flight suit approximately 3.5 kilometers northeast of the 
crash site. The flight suit was lying on the surface with minimal evidence of weathering 
and minimal adherent soil. The team also discovered pilot life support equipment and a 
20mm shell approximately 1 kilometer east of the flight suit. The condition of flight suit 
and pilot related materials, the method in which they were found, and the presence of the 
20mm shell indicate that these items may not have originated where they were recovered. 

Material analysis of the aircraft wreckage indicates a catastrophic event occurred in the 
forward part of the aircraft resulting in a power loss and a short duration fire. Indications 
are that LCDR Speicher then jettisoned the canopy, possibly during the ejection 
sequence. Analysis of the flight suit and life support equipment indicates these items 
were cut off the pilot. The condition of the flight suit and life support equipment, the 
pilot was probably severely injured or dead when these items were removed. 



2. Bland, Thomas C, ILt. USAF 



AC.130 



31 Jan 91 



KIA-BNR 
KIA-BNR 
KIA-BNR 
KIA-BNR 
KIA-BNR 
KIA-BNR 
KIA-BNR 
KIA-BNR 
KIA-BNR 
KIA-BNR 



Blessinger, John P, SSgt, USAF 



Buege, Paul G., MSgt, USAF 
Clark, Barry M., Sgt, USAF 
Galvin, Arthur, Capt, USAF 



Harrison, Timothy R., Sgt, USAF 
Hodges, Robert K., TSgt, USAF 



May, James B., MSgt, USAF 



Oelschlager, John L., SSgt, USAF 



Weaver, Paul J., Maj, USAF 



During the early morning hours of 31 January 1991, the above listed individuals departed 
King Fahd Airport on a combat mission over northem Saudi Arabia and southem Kuwait. 
While^ying their designated route, the AC- 130 (call sign Spirit 03) was tasked to attack 
a Free Rocket over Ground (FROG) site. At 0624, AWACS personnel heard a weak 
distress call, but received no reply to a radio check with Spirit 03. The distress call was 
also heard by another pilot in the area. AWACS' last radar fix on Spirit 03 was along the 
Kuwaiti coast, near the Saudi border at 2844N 48 1 6E. 

SAR and reconnaissance forces in the area were tasked to conduct an extensive search of 
the area, but found nothing. No emergency beacons were heard nor was voice contact 
made after the initial may day call. Attempts to locate the aircraft continued throughout 
the conflict, both over water and ashore. On 4 March 1991, following the liberation of 
Kuwait, search crews finally located the aircraft's wreckage on the edge of the 
continental shelf just off the coast of Kuwait. On 5 March, divers retrieved partial 
remains of several crewmen not listed above. Following a review of available 
information, the Wing Commander concluded there were no survivors. 

Additional remains were not recovered because of the condition and location of the 
aircraft's wreckage. The aircraft had broken apart causing open access to free flowing 
water and half the wreckage fell off the continental shelf into extremely deep water. The 
U.S. Government has received no indication that any of the crewmembers survived the 
loss incident. There have been no recent attempts to recover additional remains. No new 
information has been reported on this incident since the initial group of remains was 
recovered. 



On 2 February 1991 LCDR Cooke and was flying an armed surface reconnaissance 
mission near Faylaka Island in the northem Persian Gulf when his A-6, call sign 
Heartless 531, was engaged by AAA and surface-to-air missiles. After successfiiUy 
evading the threat. Heartless 531 began what appeared to be an attack run on a small Iraqi 
patrol boat just west of Faylaka Island. Shortly thereafter, radar and radio contact was 
reported lost and SAR mission was initiated. Immediate SAR activity resulted in the 
location of a 400 gallon fuel tank, oil/fuel slick, and disturbed water. No radio signals or 
emergency beepers were heard, and no parachutes were sighted. Two small Iraqi patrol 



3. Cooke, Barry T., LCDR, USN 



A-6 



2 Feb 91 



KIA-BNR 



boats were in the general vicinity, but air cover prevented them from approaching within 
two miles of the probable impact site. 

Active search for sxirvivors was terminated at dusk on 3 February, and a salvage crew 
was requested to dive on site. However, high threat from sea mines precluded a surface 
approach to the loss site. On 9 February, a portion of the A-6's tail with call sign letters 
AJ was located; still no indication of any survivors. In mid-February, upon recovery of 
remains, the status of LT Cooke's bombardier-Navigator was changed from MIA to KIA. 
Presumptive finding of death was based on known details of the loss incident, lack of 
enemy forces in the area, lack of radio or emergency beacons, status of the other 
crewman, and the lack of sightings in captivity by Allied rietumees. No new information 
has been reported on this loss incident in recent years. 

4. ^ Dwyer, Robert J, LT,USN F-18 5 Feb 91 KIA-BNR 

On 5 February 1991 , LT Dwyer was retuming from a night strike mission over Iraq. LT 
Dwyer proceeded to the coast, and was in constant radio contact with his wingman. After 
going feet wet approximately 25 miles southeast of Faylaka Island at an altitude of 
30,000 feet, LT Dwyer passed on his estimated bomb damage assessment to an orbiting 
E-2. Radio contact was lost shortly thereafter. 

Investigation revealed that although LT Dwyer was out of radio contact, he continued in 
a direct route back to the USS THEODORE ROOSEVELT. The USS LETYE GULF 
radar track of LT Dwyer's aircraft indicated a rapid decent from 25,000 feet to zero feet. 
The impact point was approximately 275348N 0503455E, approximately 80 miles from 
the USS Roosevelt. Voice communications were never reestablished and no emergency 
beepers were heard. Investigators could find no indication that LT Dwyer ejected from 
his aircraft. 

An extensive S AR effort utilizing both surface ships and aircraft was launched shortly 
after contact was lost with LT Dwyer. This effort was terminated 70 hours later without 
success. SAR effort failed to locate either LT Dwyer or his aircraft. A check of nearby 
airfields was conducted with negative results. 



Horn, John R. 



From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

Subject: 



Pasquerella, Robert T. 
Monday, May 11, 1998 11:36 AM 
Wilson, Kevin J. 

Man, Gregory K. S.; Sydow, C. Gary 
LOCATING INFO FOR SPEICHER 



Classification: 
Sir. 

reviLwInnlbP Knp^'lS?^^^^^ identify the cause of LCDR Speicher's shootdown. I recommend 

SsioS «MMiyBilBiSM (™ 388 KB 43810 

On 17 January 1 991 , LCDR Speicher was the pilot of an F/A-18 conducting a SEAD mission west of Baahdad Iraa 
when he was shot down. Data retrieved from the Memory Data unit recovered at the crash site indicatSt^^ 
experienced an abrupt power loss at 3:49:59.750. This was probably when the airc?XasVh^^^^ 
he aircraft was at an altitude of 27.872 feet, heading 001 .4 degrees at 368 knots. At 0352C hourranother a rcrw in 
he vicinity reported observing an explosion he described as an aircraft being hit by an air-to-air rnislle He estimated 
042f528Em™^°^^^^ The Crash site SasloLted in 1 994 T; 3301 i5n 

{^.nrtT^Mfr^iil^^S^ r^^^^.^^^^^^' ^"l^ "^9^* liKley scenano is that LCDR Speicher was shot down by an AAM 
unideStified tocltbn however, it is also possible he was shot down by an SA-6 SAM fired from an 

V/r, 
Bob 




Classification: ^^SK^f 
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Horn, John R. 



From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 



Wilson, Kevin J. 

Tuesday, March 10, 1998 1:09 PM 
Pasquerella, Robert T. 
Further Definition 



CLASSIFICATION: tyfcCKbl '^ 
Bob, 

Mr. Liotta liked the overall package. Couple of things. He wants to be more specific on areas of interest. Please 
look at the following three items and try to be more definitive on the area. Thanks. 

1 . LCDR Speicher is suspected of being shot down by an air-to-air missile fired from an Iraqi aircraft or by a surface-to- 
air missile fired from an unidentified anti-aircraft battery. Provide any records that relate to the shoot down of coalition 
aircraft on 1 7 January 1991. 



3. Air Defense and/or Republican Guard units were most likely active in the area of LCDR Speicher's loss location. 
Identify and make available for interview any individuals from Air Defense or Republican Guard units in the area at the 
time of the loss that may have information pertaining to this incident or LCDR Speicher fate. 

CLASSIFICATION: ,,S6eeW^ 



2. 
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DESERT STORM - SPEICHER CASE 



QUESTIONS a ANSWERS 
February 18, 1998 



Q1: How many U.S. personnel remain unaccounted for from the Gulf War? 

A1: There are no U.S. service personnel listed as unaccounted for from the Gulf War. 
At the end of hostilities, the U.S. negotiated the release of 23 service personnel who 
were captured during the conflict. Another 26 service personnel were killed in action, 13 
of which remains were recovered. Of the 13 personnel whose bodies were not 
recovered, 12 are over-water losses. 

Q2: How many pilots were shot down on 17 January 1991? 

A2: A total of five individuals from three aircraft were shot down on 17 January 1991. 
The five individuals are LCDR Speicher, USN, LT Wetzel, USN, LTZaun, USN, Maj. 
Holland, USAF, and Maj. Koritz, USAF. LCDR Speicher was the pilot of an F/A-18 
FROM THE USS SARATOGA and his current status is Killed in Action, Body not 
Recovered. LT Zaun and LT Wetzel were the crew of an A-6 from the USS 
THEODORE ROOSEVELT and were both released at the end of the Gulf War conflict. 
Maj. Holland and Maj. Koritz v^as the crevj of an F-15 and are listed as Killed in Action, 
Body recovered. 

Q3: How many aircraft from USS SARATOGA were shot down? 

A3: Two aircraft from the USS SARATOGA were shot down during Operation Desert 
Storm. The F/A-18 piloted by LCDR Speicher and an F-14 shot down on 21 January 
1991. The pilot, LT Jones, USN, was rescued by SAR forces; however, the Radar 
Intercept Officer, LT L.R. Slade, USN, was captured by Iraqi forces and later 
repatriated. 

Q4: Was the hearsay report by the former Joint Rescue Coordination Center 
Commander on 21 April 1994 regarding possible communications (i.e. two clicks) 
on the Guard frequency between a Navy E-2 and a possible downed aircrew 
investigated? 

A4: DPMO analysts determined the hearsay report was not related to the LCDR 
Speicher's loss incident. On 18 January 1991, an USAF RC-135 reported a beacon at 
1721Z and a Navy E-2 reported in communication with "404" on guard. "404" was an A- 
6 shot down on 18 January 1991 . This incident most likely correlates to the above 
report. 



Q5: What actions did the intelligence community take to account for LCDR 
Speicherfrom 1991-1993? 



A5: Attempts were made to locate LCDR Speicher's crash site through imagery 
analysis. These efforts were unsuccessful. In addition, former POWs were debriefed 
following their release. (One returnee stated he was asked if the USS SARATOGA lost 
any aircraft. The PW told the interrogator an A-6 and an F-18 were lost. The 
interrogator then asked if the PW knew the F-18 pilot. When the PW answered in the 
negative, the interrogator stated "well he's dead.") DIA (PW/MIA) personnel continued 
to monitor incoming message traffic for any additional infomiation with possible 
correlation's to Gulf War losses. 



Q6: On 4 March 1991, U.S. officials were advised that a recently recovered 
Kuwaiti Intelligence officer reported the observation of an American pilot in an 
Iraqi military hospital. The sighting reportedly took place about 15 days earlier 
when the intelligence officer was being held captive in the vicinity of An 
Nasiriyeh, Iraq. Could this sighting be correlated to LCDR Speicher? 

A6: Information provided by the Kuwaiti officer does not correlate to any known 
American loss incident. A review of allied losses found one possible correlation. On 19 
January 1991, a British Tornado with two crewmen aboard was shot down over An 
Nasiriyeh. Both crewmen were injured during the ejection sequence and required ... 
medical attention. One of the crew, Flight Lieutenant Stewart, was treated at a roadside 
medical facility for about 15 minutes then taken to a nearby military installation where he 
was placed in a pick-up truck and taken to Basrah. Flight Officer Waddington sustained 
more severe injuries and was taken to a nearby hospital where his separated shoulder 
was reset and facial lacerations were cleaned. Waddington did not observe any other 
prisoners, Allied or otherwise, at the hospital. After treatment, Waddington was taken to 
a nearby military installation where he waited for transportation to Baghdad. 

Two factors mitigate against a clear correlation to the two British pilots. First, the 
Kuwaiti intelligence officer stated the observation took place 15 days prior to his debrief 
which occurred in early March. This would place sighting in mid-February, almost a 
month after the British loss incident. Second, neither pilot spent much time in Iraqi 
medical facilities or in the vicinity or An Nasiriyeh, significantly reducing the possibility a 
Kuwaiti prisoner observed them. Furthermore, Waddington also stated he saw no other 
prisoners in the hospital. It is possible the Kuwaiti is reporting hearsay information as 
firsthand. 

An Nasiriyeh is located over 230 miles southeast of LCDR Speicher's crashsite. 
Based on known Iraqi POW handling procedures, LCDR Speicher would not have been 
taken to An Nasiriyeh. All Allied pilots shot down and captured west of Baghdad were 
transported along the East-West Highway directly to Baghdad where they remained 
until release. In addition, if one were to consider the military situation on 19 January 
1991, the Iraqi Government would not have attempted to transport an American 
prisoner from western Iraq or Baghdad to An Nasiriyeh which is located on one of the 
two primary avenues of approach being used by Allied forces in their attack. 



Horn, John R. 



From: Rosenau, David M. 

Sent: Wednesday, February 18, 1998 12:21 PM 

To: Wilson, Kevin J.; Pasquerella, Robert!. 

Cc: Man, Gregory K. S.; Sydow, C. Gary 

Subject: RE: INTEL EFFORTS 1991-1993 



Bob, 

Believe it would be accurate to say DIA-PW/MIA personnel (me) continued to monitor incoming message traffic for any 
additional information. Copies of pertinent information were maintained. 



From: Pasquerella, Robert!. 

Sent: Wednesday. February 1 8. 1 998 1 1 :27 AM 

To: Wilson, Kevin J.; Rosenau, David M. 

Cc: Man, Gregory K. S.; Sydow, C. Gary 

Subject: IN!EL EFFOR!S 1991-1993 



Dave - please make any additions you think are relevant. 



Q: What actions did the intelligence community take to account for LGDR Speicher from 1991-1993? 

A: Attempts were made to locate LCDR Speicher's crash site through imagery analysis. These efforts were 
unsuccessful. In addition, former POWs were debriefed following their release. One returnee stated he was asked if 
the USS SARATOGA lost any aircraft. The PWtold the interrogator an A-6 and an F-18 were lost. The interrogator 
then asked if the PW knew the F-18 pilot. When the PW answered in the negative, the interrogator stated "well he's 
dead." 
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Horn, John R. 



From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

Subject: 



Rosenau, David M. 

Wednesday, February 18. 1998 9:22 AM 
Man, Gregory K. S. 

Sydow, C. Gary; Wilson, Kevin J.; Caswell, James R.; Pasquerella, Robert!.; Richmond, Jr., 
Melvin E.; Travis, Jo Anne 
An Nasiriyeh Sighting 



Greg, 

Per Alan's request for an analysis of the An Nasiriyeh sighting, the following is submitted. If you have no problems, 
please forward to Allan with a CC to Joe. R 



Spetchr3 
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An Nasiriyeh Sighting 



Report 

On 4 March 1991, U.S. officials were advised that a recently recovered Kuwaiti 
intelligence officer reported the observation of an American pilot in an Iraqi military hospital. 
The sighting reportedly took place about 1 5 days earlier when the intelligence officer was being 
held captive in the vicinity of An Nasiriyeh, Iraq. Note: DPMO was advised of the report in 
August 1994. endnote 

Analysis 

Information provided by the Kuwaiti officer does not correlate to any known American 
loss incident. A review of Allied losses found one possible correlation. On 19 January 1991, a 
British Tornado with two crewmen aboard was shot down over An Nasiriyeh. Both crewmen 
were injured during the ejection sequence and required medical attention. One of the crew. 
Flight Lieutenant Stewart, was treated at a roadside medical facility for about 15 minutes then 
taken to a nearby military installation where he was placed in a pick-up truck and taken to 
Basrah. Flight Officer Waddington sustained more severe injuries and was taken to a nearby 
hospital where his separated shoulder was reset and facial lacerations were cleaned. Waddington 
did not observ^e any other prisoners, Allied or otherwise, at the hospital. After treatment, 
Waddington was taken to a nearby military installation where he waited for transportation to 
Baghdad. 

Two factors mitigate against a clear correlation to the two British pilots. First, the 
Kuwaiti intelligence officer stated the observation took place 15 days prior to his debrief which 
occurred in early March. This would place sighting in mid-February, almost a month after the 
British loss incident. Second, neither pilot spent much time in Iraqi medical facilities or in the 
vicinity or An Nasiriyeh, significantly reducing the possibility they were observed by a Kuwaiti 
prisoner. Furthermore, Waddington also stated he saw no other prisoners in the hospital. It is 
possible the Kuwaiti is reporting hearsay information as firsthand. 

An Nasiriyeh is located over 230 miles southeast of LCDR Speicher's crashsite. Based 
on known Iraqi POW handling procedures, LCDR Speicher would not have been taken to An 
Nasiriyeh. All Allied pilots shot down and captured west of Baghdad were transported along the 
East- West Highway directly to Baghdad where they remained until release. In addition, if one 
were to consider the military situation on 19 January 1991, the Iraqi Government would not have 
attempted to transport an American prisoner from western Iraq or Baghdad to An Nasiriyeh 
which is located on one of the two primary avenues of approach being used by Allied forces in 
their attack. 

Conclusion 

The Kuwaiti intelligence officer did not see LCDR Speicher. 
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Facts pertaining to LCDR lichael S. Speicher, DSN 






Day of 
loss 


Commander (CO) of Unit, Facilitv, or Area of Missing Person (MP) Assigned 

Responsibilities 


I St day 


• CO conducts an assessment to 
determine if disappearance may be 
involuntar}'. 


• LCDR Michael Scott Speicher was part of a strike group from the USS 
Saratoga tasked with suppressing enemy air defenses approximately 40 miles 
west of Baghdad. TOT was 0050Z and Speicher failed to show up for his 
tanking at 0I40Z. Upon return from the mission, Speicher's wingman 
reported that prior to reaching their target, several air and ground explosions 
occurred. No communications or distress beacons were reported. 


Any 
time 


♦ If the GO'S preliminary assessment 
concludes that the person is missing, 
the CO shall recommend that the 
person be placed in a missing status. 


• Unit CO released initial Personnel Casualty report at 2038Z, 17 Jan 
declaring LCDR Speicher DUSTWIN (Duty Status, Whereabouts Unknown^ 


NLT 
10 days 


• CO transmits a report containing 
that recommendation to the Service 
Secretary concerned. An Advisory 
copy goes to the theater component 
commander with jurisdiction over the 
MP. 


• After sufficient time for an investigation, the Unit CO released the findings 
of his investigation on 25 Jan recommending Speicher's status remain as MIA. 
Status was based on inability to positively confirm wingman's report was 
indeed Speicher's aircraft being shot down and the lack of an identifiable crash 

site. 


SiaiLis 


Missing NLT day 10 










Service Secretary Responsibilities 


Service Secretary Responsibilities 


NLT 
1 0 days 

of 
receipt 
of CD's 
report 


• Upon receiving information the 
ocLrcidiy snaij appomi an mitiai 
Board of Inquiry consisting of: 

• Military Officer with respect to a 
member of the armed forces or a 
civilian with respect to a civilian 
employee 

• Counsel for MP. 

• Counsel to advise board on 
procedures. 

• Access 10 ail information 

• Proceedings Closed 


• Jan 1 7 - Due to CNTN reporting, SecDef Cheny identified the first American 
casualty of the Gulf War as LCDR Michael S. Speicher, listing him as Missing 
in Action because his body was not recovered after he was shot down in his 
F/A-IS (AP, Jan. 18 1991} 

• Mar 20 - Iraqis turn over remains (1.5 pounds of flesh) with a death 
certificate to the ICRC identifying them as belonging to the U.S. pilot by the 
name of ^'Michael.'' 

• March 28, 1991 - Iraqi delegation to the third session of the Tripartite 
Commission agreed to provide a witness statement concerning questionable 
identification of partial remains of one MIA, reportedly LCDR Speicher. 


NLT 
30 days 

of 
Board 
appoint- 
ment 


• The Board shall submit a report 
which recommends MP be placed in 
H missing status or change to 
AWOL, Deserted, or Dead (subject 
to reqmtsof Sec. 1507) 

• MP Counsel issues independent 
review of report. 


• April 2, 1991 - Comment made by an Iraqi interrogator to a American POW 
- "POW was asked if USS Saratoga lost any aircraft. POW said yes, a F-18 
and an A-6. Source was asked if he know the pilot of the F- 18. Source 
replied No. The interrogator was upset, as he believed the airwing was a tight- 
knit family and POW should know the pilot. The interrogator stated, "WeU, 
he's dead."" 


NLT 
30 days 

of 
Board's 
Report 


• Secretary concerned reviews the 
Board report and upon determination 
that it is complete, shall make a 
determination of status of the MP, 
including whether MP is declared 
missing. A WOL, Deserted or Dead. 


• May 22, 1 99 1 - SecNav changed casualty status of LCDR Speicher to KIA 
for administrative purposes from MIA. Date of death established as Jan 17 
1991. 


NLT 30 


1 • Secretary shall take reasonable 
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Facts pertaining to LCDR iichacl S. Speichcr, USN 






days of 
See's 
Deter- 

mination 


actions to provide a report to primary 
next of kin, other members of the 
immediate family and any other 
previously designated person of the 
MP an unclassified summary of the 
unit commander's report and the 
repon of the Board. 




] Yr 
from 
Board 
Report 
Date 


• Board report may be made to the 
public. 


• Oct 16, 1991 at the sixth Tripartite Commission session chaired hv th<^ 
ICRC, BG Fratarangelo told the commission that all 47 Americans who had 
been listed as missing now have been accounted for, but that the U.S. still 
wanted to recover the remains of LCDR Speicher and LCDR Cooke. 
Fratarangelo expressed U.S. difficulty in reconciling Iraqi statements about 
missing coalition members with available evidence. 


Status 


Missing day I or status 
changed NLT day 70 










Service Secretary Responsibilities 


Service Secretary Responsibilities 


Any 
time up 
to 1 YR 
of initial 
report 
on MP. 


• Forms a board - If information 
becomes available that might 
change status (missina/AWOL/ 
deseiier/dcad) 

• Same Procedures as Follow on 

Reviews. 




Follow- 
on 
reviews 


• Convenes a board ever}' three years 
from time of loss, until 20 years after 
loss; or anytime new information 
may result in change of status. 

• Officer or civilian of same 
experience/expenise(case dependent) 

• Counsel on board 

• Other oTllcer or civilian (case 
dependent) 

• Counsel for each Missing Person 

• Pres. access to all information 

• Open to immediate family, primary 
next-of-kin, dependents, designated 
person, shall be given: 

* 60 day notice, 21 days to 
respond. 

* Access to all unclas records, 

* Opponunity to present 
information, 

* opportunity to object to board 
report. 

* Primary next of kin or 
previously designated person may 
attend with private counsel. 


• Nov 19, 1993 - ICRC provided a note dated Oct 14, 1993 from the Iraqi's 
stating that no additional information is available concerning LCDR Speicher 
and LCDR Cooke. The note stated, "Regarding the Lt. Commander (Captain 
Pilot?) Michael S. Speicher. His name was reported by his colleague pilot 
Robert James who was held in the same day and was repatriated home 
through your esteemed delegation on March 5, 1991. No additional 
information is available about him in spite of the investigation and tracing." 

(lLtRobenJamesSweet,USAF, A- 10 pilot, captured Feb 2, 1991 and 
released March 5, 1991 made no statements about LCDR Speicher to the 
Iraqi's during internment.) 

• Dec 19, 1993 - During a meeting with USLO, Doha, Qatar Asist. Chief of 
Staff of Operations, Training and Planning to Iraq turned over pictures and a 
piece of wreckage from a crashsite in Iraq he gathered while hunting there. 

• Dec 9, 1995 - ICRC Investigation Team excavates crash site in Iraq. 

• Feb 16, 1996 - SECDEF informed that material recovered from crash site is 
insufficient to determine fate of pilot. 

• Oct 2, 1996 - SECNAV modified presumptive finding of death date from 
May 22, 1991 to September 30, 1996 based on recent information supporting 
a presumptive finding of death and retention in a KIA status, which was also"" 
in accordance with the widow of LCDR Speicher's wishes. 
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Facts pertaining to LCDK iichacl S. Spcicher, USN 



Follow 

on 
Reviev^s 
(cont) 


• Board results may be invalidated 
by failure to locate one of the above 
individuals. 

• Board recommends continuation of 
missing status or change. May not 
change to dead unless: 

* Proof of death, and 

* credible evidence exists person 
is dead 

* no credible evidence exists 
person is alive, 

* good faith effort made to search 
loss site and enemy archives. 

• NLT 30 days after board SecDef 
determines if status should be 
changed. 

NLT 90 days provide report to family 


• 


Appeals 

of 
current 
actions 


• Review by US coun of appeals 
upon petition by I'amily/previously 
designated person that finding qf 
death be set aside. 

If set aside, above parties may 
request Secretary' to form a new 
board. 




Appeals 
of past 
actions. 


• NLT 2 years after Act approval, 
dependent/irnmediate family may 
request a board review of any person 
previously declared dead with no 
limit on: 

* How long ago (WW I maybe) 

* Where or how loss occurred. 

• Whenever infomiation that would 
directly lead to change in status 
becomes available board is 
established. 
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Lieutenant Commander Michael Speicher 



Commander Speicher was lost in combat during Operation Desert Storm when his 
F/A-18 aircraft was downed over Iraq. The Secretary of the Navy, based on the information 
known to him at the time, assigned Commander Speicher' s casualty status as killed in 
action/body not recovered. The Department of the Navy continues to carry him in this 
status today because it reflects the most accurate information to date regarding his fate. 
However, given America's unwavering commitment to obtain the fullest possible 
accoimting for our sons and daughters lost due to hostile action, the case was never officially 
closed. The discovery of intelligence information several years after the loss incident 
provided our first new clues and allowed us to begin an aggressive investigation. Since 1993, we 
have used all appropriate analytical, diplomatic, intelligence and scientific means available to 
mount a comprehensive investigation. 

In December 1995, working through the International Committee of the Red Cross, 
investigators from the Navy and the Army Central Identification Laboratory in Hawaii entered 
Iraq, with the permission of the Iraqi government, and conducted a thorough investigation of 
Commander Speicher' s crash site. Although we did not recover his remains at the crash site, 
information and aircraft wreckage was removed that allowed us to continue our investigation. 

Additionally, Commander Speicher' s family has been kept fully informed of the 
Department's efforts and the information we have has been shared with the family. The family 
has publicly expressed their satisfaction with the Department's actions, and also requested that 
the Department keep the information classified until the case is resolved to protect their privacy 
and the integrity of any potential new lead. 



DRAFT DRAFT Provided to DSN White House Liaison Office 



Dear Mr. Parker: 

Thank you for your e-mail correspondence concerning the case of Lieutenant 
Commander Michael Scott Speicher. In responding to several of your points, I think it necessai y 
to correct many of your misperceptions about this case, no doubt as a result of your reading of 
newspaper accounts. 

Commander Speicher was lost in combat during Operation Desert Storm when his 
F/A-18 aircraft was downed over Iraq. The Secretary of the Navy, based on the information 
known to him at the time, assigned Commander Speicher' s casualty status as killed in 
action^ody not recovered. The Department of the Navy continues to carry him in this 
status today because it reflects the most accui-ate information to date regarding his fate. 
However, given America's unwavering commitment to obtain the fullest possible 
accounting for our sons and daughters lost due to hostile action, the case was never officially 
closed. The discovery of intelligence information several years after the loss incident 
provided our first new clues and allowed us to begin an aggressive investigation. Since 1993, we 
have used all appropriate analytical, diplomatic, intelligence and scientific means available to 
mount a comprehensive investigation. 

In December 1995, working through the International Committee of the Red Cross, 
investigators from the Navy and the Army Central Identification Laboratory in Hawaii entered 
Iraq, with the permission of the Iraqi government, and conducted a thorough investigation of 
Commander Speicher' s crash site. Although we did not recover his remains at the crash site, 
information and aircraft wreckage was removed that allowed us to continue our investigation. 

Additionally, Commander Speicher' s family has been kept fully informed of the 
Department's efforts and the information we have has been shared with the family. The family 
has publicly expressed their satisfaction with Department's actions, and also requested that the 
Department keep the information classified until the case is resolved to protect their privacy and 
the integrity of any potential new lead. 

I understand your concern about resolving the fate of Commander Speicher. Certainly no 
one feels a stronger commitment than I do to do everything possible to fulfill the American 
promise to our servicemen and women. We will not rest until we bring them home. 

Sincerely, 



William J. Clinton 



DRAFT DRAFT Provided to USN White House Liaison Office 



ANALYSIS OF GROUND MARK 
NOTED NEAR 
GULF WAR CRASH SITE 



■ In April 1994, while reviewing overhead imagery of a U.S. F/A-1 8 crash site in 
western Iraq, intelligence analysts identified what they believed to be a possible man- 
made ground symbol drawn in the desert sand. 

■ Research into a possible association between the ground marking and the F/A-1 8 pilot, 
LCDR Michael Scott Speicher (KIA-BNR), was conducted. Further analysis concluded 
that the marking did not correlate to LCDR Speicher. 

-The U.S. Navy search and rescue (SAR) instructions (ie - Letter of the 
Week/Word of the Day) that LCDR Speicher would have received and been expected to 
employ, are not consistent with the ground marking observed. In addition, the ^ 
environmental conditions in the area (high winds/shifting sands), coupled with the three 
year time difference between LCDR Speicher' s crash and the appearance of the ground 
mark on imagery, further rules out the possibility of a correlation. 

-During the 1995 International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) visit to the 
LCDR Speicher's crash site, team investigators searched the entire vicinity and noted . 
nothing they considered to be any type of survival symbol. 

-Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA) analysts noted that Iraqi military units 
routinely draw designs in the desert sand during training exercises. The site of the 
unidentified marking is in the general vicinity of an Iraqi military training area. The 
marking could not be associated however, with any known Iraqi military unit. 

-Analysts believe the ground marking may have been caused by tire tracks left by 
some unidentified vehicle. Subsequent reviews of area imagery indicated that the 
location is used as an occasional camping site. Motorized vehicles have been noted in 
this area. 



DEFENSE PRISONER OF WAR/MISSING PERSONNEL OFFICE 
2400 DEFENSE PENTAGON 
WASHINGTON, DC 20301-2400 



In reply refer to: 
1-97/21681 



MEMORANDUM FOR The International Committee Of The Red Cross (ICRC) 

(Operations Division, Attn: Michelle Cageneaux) 

FROM: Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for POW/Missing Personnel Affairs 
Prepared by LCDR K. Wilson, OASD/ISA-DPMO 

SUBJECT: Results of the Investigation of U.S. F/A-18 Loss in Western Region of Iraq 

Purpose. For your benefit and that of the Iraqi personnel who assisted us on the humanitarian 
operation to confirm the fate of LCDR Michael S. Speicher, this report provides a status of 
findings from the excavation of his crash site. 

Background 

On January 16, 1991 at 0136 hours, LCDR Speicher launched in the first attack wave 
associated with Operation Desert Storm. At approximately 2 hours and 15 minutes into the 
mission, LCDR Speicher' s wingman reported seeing an explosive flash in the vicinity of 
Speicher's F/A-18 aircraft. The U.S. Government has yet to determine the fate of LCDR 
Speicher, and to return him or his remains to his family. 

In March 1991, the Republic of Iraq (ROI) repatriated remains to the U.S. that they 
associated with the name of "Michael". DNA analysis subsequently determined they were not 
those of LCDR Speicher. 

On March 1 , 1 995, the ROI agreed to a joint ICRC/ROI humanitarian recovery effort to 
determine the fate of the pilot. The team included experts from the U.S. Central Identification 
Laboratory in Hawaii (CILHI). On December 10, 1995, a team of ICRC officials and CILHI 
personnel traveled to the suspected crash site to begin a recovery operation for the remains of 
LCDR Speicher. The crash site was located in the vicinity of Tulul Ad Dulaym Wadi Thumavl 
Republic of Iraq. ' ' 
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Description of Crash Site 

The field investigation was conducted on December 10- 16, 1995. Wreckage of the F/A- 
18 aircraft was discovered within three hours driving time southwest from Baghdad. The mishap 
site was located less than 30 kilometers to the south of a major East- West highway in a desert 
region with no substantial natural landmarks. Several Bedouin camps were visible to the north 
and northwest of the crash site, v^th numerous dirt trails radiating out from the camps to the 
paved roads. 

Large fragments of recognizable aircraft wreckage were present on the desert floor 
(photos 1-3, enclosure 5). As there was no significant crash crater and the aircraft wreckage 
showed minimal fragmentation, it was determined to be consistent of a terminal velocity, high 
angle and low power impact. The wTeckage consisted of the nose gear and 20mm gun, 
representing the nose of the aircraft; the wings; engines; and tail rudders and stabilizers 
(enclosure 3). Ordinance was still located at the crash site (photo 13, enclosure 5). The 
following major components were not with the airframe: 

Wing fuel drop tank - found 4000 meters north 
Center line fuel drop tank - found 2500 meters north 
Canopy - found 670 meters northeast 

The entire cockpit and instrument bay section, forward of the wings to just aft of the 
gun - hot found 

Subsequent post crash fire and erosion had contributed to the breakdown and disintegration of 
the structural elements manufactured from composite material, such as the wings. 

Aircraft Wreckage Findings 

Excavation was initiated in the area of the cockpit, an area which showed signs of recent 
manual digging. The ground was excavated to a depth of 50 centimeters to culturally sterile soil. 
Excavation continued along the aircraft's midline until it became apparent that no significant 
cockpit debris, pilot-related materials, or human remains were present (photos 4-9, enclosure 5). 

Analysis of the engines concluded that both engines were in relatively good shape. Based 
on post crash analysis of the photographs of engine components, the qualified assumption is the 
engines had shut down in flight. The wing and centerline drop tanks found north of the crash site 
had their pylons still attached (photos 10-11, enclosure 5). The pylons were torn from the 
fuselage inflight, indicative of excessive aerodynamic forces over a short period of time that were 
consistent with the aircraft being subject to a violent spin. 

The cockpit canopy, found northeast of the wreckage, had been jettisoned. When first 
examined, the frame was standing vertically on a small rise where it apparently had been placed 
by the Bedouins to serve as a local landmark (photo 12, enclosure 5). Both canopy jettison 
rocket motors had been fired, which produced bum marks even and complete. Given available 
evidence, mishap investigators determined that the pilot initiated the jettison. 



1) 
2) 
3) 
4) 
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Archaeological Findings 

During the recovery effort, the team surveyed a circle of approximately 10 kilometers in 
diameter centered around the crash site. The team anthropologist shovel-tested several low rock 
piles located around the wreckage in search of a possible grave site (photo 14, enclosure 5). 
None appeared to be associated with a subsurface disturbance within the last ten years. No 
human remains were recovered at either the crash site or the several small stone piles examined. 
No pilot-related materials were recovered at the crash site. Cockpit-related items found during 
excavation consisted of only two switches and one waming indicator light. 

During the excavation, Iraqi officials present at the site notified the team that a young 
Bedouin boy had encountered a flight suit while herding his sheep. Several team members 
traveled to a small rise approximately 3.5 kilometers northeast of the crash site-and discovered a 
U.S. flight suit lying on the surface. The team began to systematically surface search the 
adjoining desert, but were not allowed to directly interview the child. Ultimately, additional 
pilot-related materials were recovered approximately 1 kilometer to the east of where the flight 
suit was located: 

1) Six fragments of anti-G suit material 

2) An ejection-seat upper-leg garter fragment 

3) Three survival-raft fragments 

4) A survival-kit flare 

5) A parachute-riser fragment 

Final Analysis 

The flight suit is consistent with the one worn by LCDR Speicher. Pieces of the 
Aviation Life Support System (ALSS) equipment found suggest that LCDR Speicher ejected 
from his aircraft. The flight suit and all ALSS equipment recovered were cut with a sharp object; 
they also had blood stains, but none suggesting massive external bleeding (photo 15-16, 
enclosure 5). No human remains were found in the vicinity of the crash site. The recovery team 
reported that the cockpit area of the aircraft, including ejection-seat components, was removed 
prior to the excavation of the site by the ICRC/ROI team excavation. Pending new information, 
no further excavation is required at the crash location. 



Enclosure(s): 

1 . General location of crash site. 

2. Topographic location of project area and relative location of the recovered materials. 

3. Sketch map of site. 

4. List of photographs. 

5. Photographs (16). 
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FromT "^"^^ Fred3niithTFredJSm 
Sent: Tuesday, December 16, 1997 12:39 PM 



Subject: RE: Meeting with Senators Smith and Grams 

Senator Smith just called back. We had a good discussion. He said he went 
into yesterday's meeting angry, but we did a good job of answering his 
questions and he was satisfied. He also told me about the Toon/Joint 
Commission meeting earlier in the day. He thinks they are "doing good 
work; good leads," etc., etc.. We wished each other a Merry Christmas, and 
said we would see each other next year! 



liottaa@dpmos.policy.osd. pentagon. smil.mil on 12/16/97 11:01:00 AM 

To: Fred Smith/ISA/OUSDP 

cc: 

Siibiect: RE: Meeting with Senators Smith and Grams 



CIL sent me a map last nite of where they searched, and the site of 
the symbol was well within this area. In fact, NIMA says the symbol is 
about 900 meters (less than a click) away, but the team searched 5 clicks 
out. I still think you should call Smith and Grams, but insist on talking 
to the members, not staffers. 

By the by, I still disagree with you that our letter was misleading. 
If you look at the original constituent letter, how that was sent to us by 
Grams, and the facts surrounding the case (including the classification of 
the imagery and the analysis), our response was factual and accurate. 
Could it have been more robust? Possibly, although we then would have been 
treading dangerously close to disclosing classified information. Should we 
have called to brief Grams? In hindsight, yes. But given the way the 
request was received from his office, we had no indication of any 
particular 

interest in this case. We'll be more sensitive next time. Alan 



From: Fred_Smith 
To: Franklin_Kramer 
Cc: Alan_Liotta; liottaa 

Subject: Meeting with Senators Smith and Grams 
Date: Monday. December 15, 1997 5:57PM 

Frank, our meeting with Smith and Grams went OK. It started out rather 
testy, but after responding to several of Smith's questions, he became more 
relaxed and we had a civil discussion. Grams was concerned about a letter 
sent to him by Jim Wold earlier this year; Grams claims the letter was 
misleading. I looked at the letter and agreed. Much of the hour and a 



To: 



liottaa 



Fred: 



half discussion centered on the report of a man-made symbol in the vicinity 
of Speicher's crash site and the fact that the Navy has declared Speicher 
"Killed in Action-Body Not Recovered. On the latter, I assured Smith that 
the Navy's designation of the case has no bearing on how we prosecute it. 
It is an active case. I think Smith was reasonably satisfied with the 
answers he received today. The problem, however, is his staffers. These 
guys will probably be spurred on by what they heard today and continue to 
press the issue is some form, possibly a hearing at a later date. At the 
end of the meeting, I told Senator Smith that you are interested in getting 
back together (i.e., another breakfast). Smith was pleased to hear that. 
Footnote: The first and last thing Smith wanted to talk to me about was 
baseball. He still remembers the fact that you and I are Dodger fans. 



16 December 1997 



SUBJECT: Map of Investigation Area 



DISCUSSION: Map provided by CILHI to define area ground searched during excavation of 
LCDR M. S. Speicher's crash location. Area within X's was walked for any signs of wreckage, 
symbols, life support equipment. 
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Tho Honorable Fa^4nklin Kramer 
Asslftbant: Secretary a£ Defetme 

Xntematlonal Soourlty Affairs 
Department of Defense 
Haahingtoxif D«C« 20301 

Dear Freinlcs 

I am extremely concerned about this past Sunday'a New York 
Times article about DoD'^ efforts to account £or lit, COWmAnder 
Michael Speicher £2^am the <3ulf War, especially in view o£ It 
briefing I received on this ca««» by Alan Liotta from DP^5:o on 
Jitnuary 17, where X was told that there were no indiOntion» 

that Co mman der fipeicher might have survived his loo© IncidMtt 

X would like to meet with you, Fjred Smith, aud Alan Liotta 
on Monday, Pecember tSth, to discuBs both the intelligence and 
the policy DoD 'has pursued regarding this case, x would also 
request that you bring the documentation referenced in the Hgw ^ 
York TdMies article/ including the documenC reforenoixig thc^ 
detection of *a man-made symbol in the area of the ejection 
eeat,* 

T am hosting a meeting in my office of the U,St tide ot the 
U.S.-Ruflflia Joint Coxnmisolon on POWu and MXAe at 11:00 a.m. that 
day. It my hope that you might be available following that 
meeting. Of oouree, you are welcome to come to that meeting ae 
well. 

My point of contact on this matter L& Dino Carlucolo who may 
be reached at (202) 224-3020. 



Sinoerely you 




BOB SMITH. U.S.S. 



/die 

ooi The Honorable Sandra Stuart 
Aaaistant Seorotary of P^fens^r 
for Legldlativo Affairs 
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SUtement by Joanne Spcicher Harris 
Dated: December 9, 1997 

crash ^d'fZ P"^^^^^^^^^^ concerning the circumstances of Scott's 

crash and the subsequent search of the crash area I havp m * 
»ith th. United S J« Navy and .he Dep^ of Drfe™"~Sl. 
^^hIT* ■"v^igation. Th^ have kept me infonned on all detZ 
mvesogation,mduding certain confidential infomution. ^'"^ 

h^n , ^k/^^T ^ K> intense, invasive media attention «*ich has 
been tioubbng. It is out of a desire to avoid any possible risk of taoeLTZ 
ongoj^^ sensitive. invesUgaUon. however, thatllo not ^TtfSt'S*^ ^th 
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In .reply refer to; 

1-96/42828 

Honorable Rod Grams 
United States Senator 
2013 2nd Avenue North 
Anoka, MN 55303 

Dear Senator Grams: 

Thank you for your recent letter to the Assistant Secretary 
of Defense for Legislative Affairs on behalf of Mr. Richard Daly. 
Mr. Daly asked six questions; two concerned Navy Lieutenant 
Commander Michael Speicher and four concerned alleged pilot 
distress symbols in Southeast Asia. Since my agency, the Defense 
POW/MIA Office (DPM.O), is the Departnient of Defense agency 
responsible for the prisoner of war/missing in action'issue, your 
letter was forwarded to me. 

Regarding Mr. Daly's first two questions. Commander 
Speicher' s F/A-18 aircraft was shot down on January 17, 1991,. 
during the Persian Gulf War. He is listed as killed in ' 
action/body not recovered (KIA/BNR) . The term KIA/BNR reflects 
an accurate accounting status as determined by the Secretary of 
the Navy. However, we continue to investigate and pursue every 
avenue that may possibly lead to repatriation of his remains. 
His crash site, located west of Baghdad in 1994, was recently 
investigated. Information found during the investigation is 
being analyzed and will be released when the investigation is 
complete and Commander Speicher' s family has been fully -cntermed. 

Mr. Daly's remaining questions are addressed in detail in 
the enclosed statement of Duane P. Andrews to the Senate Select 
Committee in 1992, and in the DoD/POW-MIA paper dated November 
1995. Most recently the Department of Defense completed a 
comprehensive analytic review of all cases of unaccounted for 
Americans m Southeast Asia which took into consideration all the 
information available to the United States Government since 1975. 
As a result, next steps have been identified for some cases, some 
await new leads, and a third category of cases has been turned 
over to the respective host governments as cases which require 
unilateral action on the part of those governments. 
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The questions concerning imagery and symbols such as Mr. 
Daly raises have been provided no further leads. To put this in 
perspective it may be useful to note. Mr . Andrews' testimony 
during which he stated, ''of all the millions of square kilometers 
of territory in Southeast Asia that we have examined over the 
years, we really have only two unexplained sets of symbols which 
were clearly intended to communicate something to an observer 
from above. And that's the 19 or 1573 TH, -and the USA. with the 
possible K." As Mr. Andrews also stated, we have always followed 
up on such information, but without any results or further leads 
to date. 

I hope this information is useful. Should you have any 
further questions, 'please' contact my office • 



Sincerely, 




James W. Wold 
Deputy Assistant 
(FOW/MIA Affairs) 



Secretary of Defense 



Enclosures : 
As stated 
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COMMTTTfCS: 

BANKING. MOUSING. AND URBAN AFFAIRS 
ENERGV AND NATURAL RESOURCES 
FOREIGN RELATIONS 
JOINT ECONOMIC 



PH. 202-22*-3244 
FAX 202-22&^56 



WASHlNGTOril, DC 20510 



. ^ . INTERNET: MAiL^GRAMS@GRAMS.SENATE.GOV 

* ' J .... MINNESOTA OFFICE: 



2013 SECOND AVENUE NORTH 
ANOKA. MN 5&303 
PH. 612-427-5921 
• FAX 612-427-«72 



June 7, 1996 



Assistant Secretary of Defense For Legislative Affairs 
Department of Defense 
The Pentagon, Room 3E966 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Assistant Secretary: 

Recently I was contacted by Rich Daly, Research Director for 
Minnesota Won't Forget POW/MIA, regarding his concern over 
contradictory stories relating to pilot distress symbols during and 
after the Vietnam War. For your review, I have enclosed a copy of 
the information which has been provided to my office. Mr. Daly^^has 
asked me to forward this letter to your office. 

I would appreciate receiving any information -you may have regarding 
this situation. Please address any correspondence to the attention 
of John Revier, of my staff, at 2013 2nd.- Avenue North, Anoka, 
Minnesota 55303, phone: 612-427-5921. 

Any assistance your office can provide will be greatly appreciated. 
Sincerely, >7 ■ "| ^ 

Rod Grams 

United States Senator. 

RGijr 

enclosure 



PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER 
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MINNESOTA WONT FORGET POW/MIA 



February 21, 1996 
Dear Senator Gtams: 

As you know, there arc contradictory stories relating to pilot distress symbols matching 
those of Vietnam War pilots, in particular the June 5, 1992, symbols at Dong Vai prison. 
Recent news releases stated the U.S. government was searching for the remains of Gulf 
War pilot Michael Speicher at his crash site. The Army Times quoted Pentagon 
spokeswoman Beverly Baker as saying "Nothing they found would indicate he survived" 

There has been information circulating that Michael Spcicher's distress symbol was 
spotted by U.S. satellites. It appears that once again, . the public is not receiving the 
truth. 

We believe that the Congress and people deserve the truth. Determining the fate of 

missing serviccnicn is supposedl}' of the highest nadonai prioriiy. I tluit you put tlic 
following questions directly to Secretary of Defense Peny: 

1) Did U.S. satellites pick up pilot distress symbols correlatirig to IVIichael Speicher?. 

2) Is there any evidence Speicher did not die in his crash? - 

3) The symbols **GX2527" were found at Dong Vai prison Vietnam in June 5, 1992 
satellite photographs. 

Does the Defense Department consider these as valid pilot distress symbols? 



4) Did any employee of the Defense Department see the letters '^SEREX'' in June 5, 1992 
photographs of the field next to Dong Vai prison. 




6) Were the 1988 symbols "USA" in satellite photos of Laos dug into the ground or were 
they created by material piled on top of the ground? 

Sincerejy, 

Richard A. Daly Research Director. 



MINNESOTA WONT FORGET POW/MIA 

Valley Ridge.Shopping Center 2^07'A W. Bumsville Parkway Bumsville. MN 55337 

(612)894-1776 FAX (612) 890-0017 - 
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In reply refer to: 
1-96/18918 



Honorable Herb Kohl 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510-4903 

Dear Senator Kohl: 



Thank you for your recent letter to the Secretary of State 
on behalf of Mr. Steven Meudt. Mr. Meudt is seeking information 
regarding the status of POW/MIAs and the status of Navv 
Lieutenant Commander Michael S. Speicher. 

The Department of Defense has committed several hundred 
personnel to achieve the fullest possible accounting for ^ 
Americans, both military and civilian, who have been lost due to 
hostile action. To date, despite intensive intelUgence 
collection and in-country operational efforts, no evidence has 
been found indicating any American servicemen have been hJld 

TlTll Afte^On -fter Operation Homecoming 

t^^l 2; After Operation Homecoming, numerous American civililns 
were detained by the communist regime, especially during the fan 

rellTslT or i^^L''''' ^^^'^'^ ^^^^^ subslquentfy'' 

htr^ ttl ^ ""^^^^ °^ ^ied While being detained 

had their remains returned. Nevertheless, every POW/MIA reoort 
received by the United States Goverr^ent, whethL purpo^^ 
ortoe'nt'^f^c'^i^n ^^--^^ — h, the grave-site of^rSerLL, 
inv^^t-gate": ^-^-^^-H' ta.<en seriously and ' 

"^^Lr^^l^^^^ States Government continues to agqressivelv 
pursue POW/MIA issues with the governments of VillnZ llol 
Cambodia, China, and Russia on the 2,150 individuajr^ho ?e;ain 
missing or unaccounted for from the war in Southeast a.?- ? 
ha^' oif acf goveiLents'ha": i^p^oveS' so 

remains returned to the United States from Southeait Asia have 
been^identified and returned to their families wuTfu^rm^ILry 
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Commander Speicher' s F/A-i8 aircraft was shot down on 
January 17, 1991, during the Persian Gulf War. He is listed as 
killed m action/body not recovered (KIA/BNR) . The term KIA/BNR 
reflects an accurate accounting status as determined by the 
Secretary of the Navy. However, we continue to investigate and 
pursue every avenue that may possibly lead to repatriation of his 
remains. His crash site, located west of Baghdad in 1994 was 
recently investigated. Information found during the 
investigation is being analyzed and will be released to the 
public once the investigation is complete and Commander 
Speicher' s family has been fully informed. 

I hope you find this information useful. Should you have 
any further questions, please contact my office"." 

Sincerely, 




<J 

James W. Wold 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense 
(POW/MIA Affairs) 



cc : 

Navy casualty 
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February 29. 1996 



The Honorable Warren Christopher 

Secretary of Sute 

U.S. Department of State 

2201 C Street N.W. 

Washington, D.C 20520-0000 



0 



0^ 



Dear' Secretary: 

Enclosed please find a copy of a correspondence from a constituent of nunc, Steven Meudt, 
regarding the staois of American POWs and MIA. 

/^uiy assisUiice you couid pro'^ade in responding to these concerns would be greatly appreciated. 
Please respond directly to my constimcnt and send a copy, to the attention of Daniel Smyczek of my 
staff. 



Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, ^ 




Herb Kohl 
U.S. Senator 



HK:ds 
Enclosure 
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In reply refer to; 
196/21076 



Bureau Of Naval Personnel 
Attn: Pers-06L 
2 Navy Annex 
Washington, D.C. 20370 

Ihe Defense POW/MIA Ofince is tfie lead office for ceatrai.caordinaiion witiiin tiie 
Department of Defense fer the case of Lieaienam Comniandcr Speicier who became missing in 
acaon during Operation Desert Storm and remains urmrfr^^f nT H for. 

^ ^ AJI revests for ^-forju^sioT: z.ud inquiries regarding the ksc nfTjr urrr-.-^'r^i Comrzsj^dzr 
Sv ^nrz. in cluding FOIA requests and Congressional inquires, will be forwarded to tins office ' 
for response and action: Copies of responses will be provided to your office wi:cn completed. 

The point of coniaa within the Defease POW/MIA Office is Mr. J. Alan Liotia. (702) 
602-2102,00.150. ^ 




J. Alan Liotta 
Deputy Duwrtor 



Cm/id — 

fU^. /nj^y:^^ / h-d</^ ^w/ 
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In reply refer to: 
- 1-96/18839 

Honorable Sonny Bono 
House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Congressman Bono: 

Thank you for your recent inquiry on behalf of Ms. Jeanne 
Joyce, Ms. Joyce was interested in United States efforts to find 
the remains of United States Navy Lieutenant Commander Michael 
Speicher, who was shot down during the Persian Gulf War, and is 
listed as killed in action/body not recovered (KIA/BNR) . 

The term KIA/BNR reflects an accurate accounting status as 
determined by the individual Service Secretaries. However, in 
our unwavering commitment to bring home or account for each and 
every American lost due to hostile action, we continue to 
investigate and pursue every avenue toward possible repatriation 
of remains. As we gain access to crash sites and/or credible 
information develops in each case, we actively pursue the 
recovery of remains. Such is the case of LieutenBnt Commander 
Michael Speicher, whose loss incident is currently under 
investigation. 

In December 1995 the Department of Defense dispatched 
investigators from the United States Army Central Identification 
Laboiiatory, Hawaii, and the United States Navy to Jordan"* t^-form 
t.he nucleus of a team lead by the International Committee of the " 
Red Cross. The team entered Iraq, with the permission of the 
Iraqi Government, located the crash site West. of Baahdad, and " 
conducted a thorough investigation. Information foGnd du-ing the 

IZ'llTnlT ^^^'^r^'y ^--^ --iy-^- There is no ev^^lnce 
indicating Commanoer Speicher is being held in Iran. 

r.r..^-l^^ United States Government is committed to the fuUest 

Return ho^'^^r''''^?- ^^^^y service. man and woman who did not 

return home from America's conflicts. I hope you find this 



information useful. Should you hav'e any further questions, 
please contact my office • I appreciate your interest in this 



issue, 




Sincerely, 

James W. Wold 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense 
(POW/MIA Affairs) 



cc: 

Navy casualty 




DEFENSE PRISONER OF WAR/MISSING PERSONNEL OFFICE 

2400 DEFENSE PENTAGON 
WASHINGTON, DC 20301-2400 
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In reply refer to: 
1-98/61314 



Mr. Charles Hoskmson 



Dear Mr. Hoskinson: 



Thank you for your recent telephone call to Senator Mack seeking information on Navy 
Lieutenant Commander Michael Scott Speicher who was killed in action during the Persian Gulf 
War but whose remains have not been recovered. Senator Mack forwarded your request to our 
office since we are the Department of Defense (DoD) agency responsible for this issue, and 

csked tiiat we respond directly to you. 

Commander Speicher was lost on January 1 7, 1 99 1 , when his F/A- 1 8 aircraft was 
downed in Iraq during Operation Desert StoraL The Secretary of the Navy, based on the 
information known to him at the time of Commander Speicher's loss, assigned his casualty status 
as KIA-BNR. The Department of the Navy continues to cany Commander Speicher in this 
status because it reflects the most accurate information to date regarding his fete. However, 
given our Government's unwavering commitment to obtain the fullest possible accounting for 
Americans lost due to hostile action, the case was never officially closed. The discovery of 
intelligence information several years after the loss incident provided our first new clues and 
aUowed us to begin an investigation. Since 1993, we have used all appropriate analytical, 
diplomatic, intelligence, and scientific means available to mount a comprehensive investigation. 

In December 1995, working through the International Committee of the Red Cross, 
Defense investigators firom the Navy and the Army Central Identification Laboratory in Hawaii 
(CILHI) entered Iraq, with tiie permission of the Iraqi Government, and conducted a thorough 
mvestigauon of Commander Speicher's previously unlocated crash site. Although we did not 
recover Commander Speicher's remains at the crash site, information and aircraft wreckage were 
recovered which has allowed us to continue our investigation. 

Commander Speicher's family has been kept My informed of the DoD efforts and the 
mformation we have obtained. The family has publicly expressed their satisfection with our 
actions and also requested mformation not be released to the pubUc in order to protect their 
pnvacy and the integrity of any potential new lead. In addition, as our investigation developed, 
our office kept die appropriate congressional oversight committees apprised. 



Mr. Hoskinson, the men and women of this ofi5ce gratefully appreciate your concern for 
Commander Speicher. If you wish to learn more about our agency and our operations throughout 
the world, I recommend you contact our Internet site at www.dtic jnil/dpmo. I hope this 
information is helpful. 

Sincerely, 

Charles W. Henley — 

Legislative and ExtemaMfeixs — ^ 

Defense POW/Missing Personnel Office 

cc: 

Senator Mack's office (Ms. Otis) 
Navytstsualtjr office * 



DEFENSE PRISONER OF WAR/MISSING PERSONNEL OFFICE 

2^0 DEFENSE PENTAGON 
WASHINGTON. DC 20301*2400 

10 APR 15S8 

In reply refer to: 
1-98/65020 

Honorable Orrin G. Hatch 
United States Senator 
Washington, DC 20510-4402 

Dear Senator Hatch: 

Thank you for your March 23, 1998, letter to Assistant Secretary of Defense Sandra Stuart 
on behalf of Mr. Robert Weaver, Jr. Mr. Weaver seeks information about Navy Lieutenant 
Commander Michael Scott Speicher who was killed in action during the Persian Gulf War but 
whose remains have not been recovered. Mr. Weaver also enclosed a letter to Secretary of 

Defease Cohen on this subject and states ihzt he never received a rq^ly. Your letter was 
forwarded to our ofiBce since we are the Department of Defense (DoD) agency responsible for 
this issue, and we are pleased to provide you the following information for your use in 
responding to Mr. Weaver. 

We checked our correspondence files, as well as those of the Office of the Secretary of • 
Defense (OSD) regarding Mr. Weaver's December 7, 1997, letter to Secretary Cohen. We could 
find no record that Mr. Weaver's letter was ever received by OSD. 

Commander Speicher was lost on January 17, 1991, when his F/A-18 aircraft was downed 
in Iraq during the Persian Gulf War. The Secretary of the Navy, based on the mformation known 
to him at the time of Commander Speicher' s loss, assigned his casualty status as killed in action- 
body not recovered. The Department of the Navy continues to carry Commander Speicher in this 
status because it reflects the most accurate information to date regarding his fate. However, 
given our Government's xmwavering commitment to obtain the fullest possible accounting for 
Americans lost due to hostile action, the case was never ofiBcially closed. The discovery of his 
crash site several years after the loss incident provided our first new clues and allowed us to 
begin an investigation. Since 1993, we have used all appropriate analytical, diplomatic, 
intelligence, and scientific means available to mount a comprehensive investigatiorL 

In December 1995, working through the International Committee of the Red Cross, 
Defense investigators from the Navy and the Army Central Identification Laboratory in Hawaii 
(CILHI) entered Iraq, with the permission of the Iraqi Government, and conducted a thorough 
investigation of Commander Speicher' s crash site. Although we did not recover Commander 
Speicher's remains at the crash site, information and aircraft wreckage were recovered which has 
allowed us to continue our investigation. 




Commander Speicher^s family has been kept fully infonned of DoD efforts and the 
information we have obtained The femily has ©qjressed publicly their satisfaction with our 
actions and has requested infonnatioh riot be released to the public in order to protect their 
privacy and the integrity of any potential new lead. In addition, as our investigation has 
developed, our office has kept the appropriate congressional oversight committees apprised. 

Senator Hatch, your continued concern and support for this important issue are gratefully 
acknowledged and appreciated by the men and women of this office. So that Mr. Weaver may 
stay abreast of our current operations throughoirt the world, I recommend you have him contact 
our Internet site at www.dticjnil/dpmo. If you or your staff have further questions regarding 
this issue, please do not hesitate to contact our office. 



Sincerely, 



Charles W. Henley 

Special Assistant for Legislative Affairs 

Defense POV//JvlissijDg Personnel 05ice 




cc: 

Navy casualty office 




24CX) DEFENSE PENTAGON 
WASHINGTON. DC 20301 -2400 
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In reply refer to: 
1-96/18890 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT TO THE SECRETARY 

OF DEFENSE FOR PUBLIC AFFAIRS/DFOISR 
(ATTN: MAJ CAMPBELL) 

SUBJECT: FOIA Requests Regarding LCDR Michael Speicher, USN 

References: (a) FOIA Request 95-F-2605 (attached) 

(b) FOIA Request 96-F-0368 (attached) 

(c) FOIA Request 96-F.1585 (attached) 



References are Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests for documents related to the 
loss incident and recent investigation of the crash site of United States Navy Lieutenant 
Commander Michael Speicher who is listed as Killed in Action/Body Not Recovered as a result 
of hostilities during the war in the Persian Gulf area. In December 1995, Commander Speicher's 
crash site was searched by American investigators. The investigation of his case, based upon 
evidence collected during this activity and other available information, remains ongoing. 

The referenced FOIA cases have been kept open through verbal agreement with your 
office on the basis of our opinion that the investigation would be finalized in a reasonable time 
frame. Since it appears that the investigations into Speicher's loss will continue; and since 
DPMO cannot control the duration of the investigations, DPMO does not believe it advisable to 
continue to keep these cases in an open status. Further, the investigatory body has advised 
DPMO that the release of any of the material in the control or possession of DPMO'-could 
prejudice the integrity of the investigation. 

Recommendation at the level of the Office of the Secretary of Defense, conveyed to Mr. 
Alan Liotta, Deputy Director, DPMO, is that all documents related to this case be denied in toto 
as classified under provisions of 5 USC, 552, exemption (b)(1) and Section 1.5 (c) and (d) of 
E.O. 12958. No documents concerning Commander Speicher will be released until a fmal 
determination is made into the investigation of his case. DPMO will remain the office of 
primary responsibility for future FOIA requests regarding Commander Speicher. 



Points of contact for further inquiry into the status of this investigation are Mr. Alan 
Liotta, Deputy Director, DPMO, and Lieutenant Michael Theres, USN, Navy Casualty Office, 
Bureau of Naval Personnel (Pers-62CC). 




Chief, FOIA 

Defense POW/MIA Office 



Attachments: 
As stated 



Navy Casualty Office (LT Theres) 
JSSA FOIA (Ms. McDonald) 



Ref : 95-F-2605 
.kC- FES -^.i 

MEMORANDUM FOR JOINT TASK FORCE- FULL ACCOUNTING 

BOX 64044 

CAMP H. M. SMITH, HI 96861-4044 

SUBJECT: Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Request 
Lynn Keller (American Journal) 

AS recommended by the Defense Prisoner of War/Missing in 
Action Office (DPMO) , Office of the Deputy Assistant Secretary 
Defense (POW/MIA Affairs), the attached FOIA request is being 
forwarded as a matter possibly under your cognizance and direct 
response to the requester. The request was received in .this 
Directorate on December 19, 1995. The requester has been 
informed of this referral. The action officer in this 
Directorate is Lieutenant Colonel Pratt at DSN 227-4026 or 
commercial (703) 697-4026. 

A. H. Passarella 
Director 

Freedom of Information 
and Security Review 



Attachments: 
As stated 

Prepared by PRAT7:52605M/T:2/14/96:DFOI:X74026:grj^plc_yl__wh_ 



r 
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Ref: 95-F-2605 



1 6 F£3 '.3.1- 

Ms. Lynn Keller 
American Journal 
402 East 76th Street 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Ms. Keller: 

This responds to your December 19, 1.995, Freedom of 
information Act request, which was processed by the Defense 
Prisoner of War/Missing in Action Of ^^J^??^ ' ^ff^" °^ 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense (POW/.MIA Affairs) . 

DPMO advised that it is involved in the ongoing 
investication pertaining to Lieutenant Commander Michae- 
Spelc^er? of which the Office of the Joint Task Force-Fuli 
iTcoTnling (JTF-FA) , has lead. However, ^^"^ f^^^^^^^J^^^^^^ 
that it has no records pertaining to Lieutenant Commander . 
Speicher. In an effort to assist you in your search, have 
forwarded your request to the JTF-FA for processing and direct 
response to you. Also, DPMO has provided a copy of a P^^ff 1^ 
release related to this investigation which may be of assistance 
to you. 

Should you elect to consider this no record response to be 
an adverse determination, you may appeal by offering information 
to support an additional search effort. Any such appeal must be 
received in this Directorate within 60 calendar days of this 
letter's date. 

There are no assessable fees for this response. 

Sincerely, 

A. H. Passarella 

Director 

Freedom of Information 
and Security Review 



Enclosure: 
As stated 

Prepared by PRATT : 52 605L/NR: 2 / 1 4 / 96 : DFOI : X74026 : gr^/pk_y l_wh_ 




February 26. 1996 
fi^ H Passarella 

Si-fJS^S^'of laformacion and Securicy Review 
l^O^'^e.!! requests go thru cencral Pencagou) 
Room 2C 75-7 Pentagon 
Washington, D.C -u^ux 

Deai: Mr " Passarella: „ p t 

cnra nef •95-F-2G05 . Before I 
I L-ceived vour response to ^X^^^^ ' I called your office on 
-.pi;^al. : ••^arited to ask but since I haven't 

r?ld5v and spoke to f Jouii' Ear. you this note, 

heard back Erom you. i thought , ^ • 

« J ■ r-^A -har it is involved in tne 
ongoin3 invescigacion pertaining ^^^j. p„ce.Fiul 

^|:iunciag '^^-|t«df le«atning°crLieucenanc co-ander 

Speicher." . 

wu- ,^ ■ Tf the DPMO is involved m the 
I am noc clear on ^l^J"!^ ^ow xs it possible that it has no 
Spexcher ---i^lL-SavisfnX close'of business today, 
^rr^apl I iilHofhave to file a. appeal. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Sincerely, _ 
Ly-Jii Keller 



;m, Nr'.v mtk !<)()7 





December 19, 1995 



-'~POW/MrA 
DPMO 

Director 

Freedom of Inf ormacion and Security Review 
Room 2C 7 57 Pencagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1400 
Att'n: Lt. Col Pratt 

Fax: 703-693-7341 



Dear Lt . Col Pratt: 

Under the proviaione of the Freedom of Information Act (5 
U.S.C. 552) , I am writing to request all records relating to 
Lt. Cmdr. Michael Scott .S w^^^^iiail. specifically live sighting 
"reports , evidence of his escape and evasion code on the 
ground, any records pertaining to his projecting from the 
aircraft, his survival and capture. 

Please inform me should there be any fees incurred for 
searching or copying the records and/or evidence I have 
requested. However, as a news media representative I 
believe this request falls within the "pro bono publica" 
aspect of the Act and therefore, ask that such fees as 
pertain be waived. 

Should you deny all or any part of this request, please cite ^ 
specific exemptions and inform me of the procedures 
available regarding administrative appeal process.. I 
appreciate your assistance wich my request. 

Sincerely, 



Lynn Keller 
Producer 

AMERICAN JOURNAL 
Ph: (212) 439-7197 
Fax: (212) 737-4983 



:2 F-nst 76rh Stre-t • Now York. N^w York 10021 • (21Z) TjTOB^'f' • FAX (212) 737-^98.1 




JOtlKNAL 



rOIA Officer 
Joint Chiefs of Staff 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

Under t^-« provisions of Che Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552) t 
•^oSesc all records --including photos- -relatino i:o briefu.ys given to the JCS 
^H?7^=r- ftnm 1 TAN 1095 to 1 NOV 1995 concerning the searches for, loss oc 
aSd/S? statSs of^. 6^dr'°Michael sllct Speiche?. USN. (dob of app. 1958) 
mieeiino iiValcion over Iraq on or about 16 JAN 1991. Speichcr- has b.ee.n declared 
deSd by the DOD (see attached) and therefore files pertaining co hitn are 
^eleasable 

v>niile I am not providing a social security nuniber Cor Speicher. he is the only 
nPT-son of this name to be MIA/KIA in Desert Storm. Therefore this request . 
Includes enough data for you to malce a reasonable search of your finding aids 
and t-ecords . . 

I .^m nreoarftd to pay reasonable fees for thi.s reque.st. but request you waive _ 
them as I am a member of the media and will use these records for :iournali.?m on 
beneCic to the public. 

Thank vcu for your Icind assistance. 




M.ark Sauter 
Correspondent 
(212) 43?-~l81 



•K': H:si 7-i.th Street • Ncu- York. N^-- York 1002; « (2121 T-w-lW • PAX (2i2) -37-4V8''- 



DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 

11TH WING 



August 8, 1996 

MEMORANDUM FOR OASD(PA)DFOISR 

FROM: OL-P, 11 CS/SCSR(FOIA) 
1000 Air Force Pentagon 
Washington DC 20330-1000 

SUBJECT; Freedom of Information Act Request - Case #96-1054 

1. In accordance with Title 5, United States Code, Section 552, we are 
forwarding the attached request for action with direct reply to the requester. 

2. The requester has been notified of this referral. 

3. Please direct all questions to the undersigned at DSN 225-4992, 

/yLATRICIA D. GRACE 

Freedom of Information Manager 

Attachments: 

1. FOIA Request , 

2. Background Material 



WORLD-CLASS PEOPLE 



- WORLD-CLASS SUPPORT 




DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 

HEADOOARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 
WASHINGTON DC 



5 Aug 96 



MEMORANDUM FOR OL-P. 11 CS/SCSR 
FROM: XOS 

SUBJECT: FOIA Case 96-1054 

We have reviewed subject FOIA and fonvard JSSA's memo. Please note that infonnation 
requested is not maintained by our agency. Please forward the case to agencies specified 
JSSA memo to possibly obtain the documents requested. If you have any questions, please 
contact Ms. Romero at 614-8874. 



M. ROMERO, DAFC, USAF 
XO FOIA Monitor 
DCS, Plans and Operations 




Atch 

JSSA w/FOIA Case 96-1054 




JOINT SERVICES SURVIVAL, EVASION, 
RESISTANCE AND ESCAPE (SERE) AGENCY 



FT BELVOIR, VIRGINIA 22060^212 



26 July 1996 



MEMORANDUM FOR AF/XOS 

Attn: Mcuxiy Romero 

FROM:" HQ JSSA/TN .. 
9018 Black Road, Suite 101 
Ft Bclvoir.VA 22060-5212 

SUBJECT: Freedom of Information Act Request Case 96-1054 

1 . All uics pertaining to. Lt Cmdr Michael Speicher fall under the purview of 
DPMO. Yesterday I spoke with Mr. John Horn, FOIA POC at DPMO, and wc 
both agreed that this case should be sent to them for action. 

2. If you have not already done so, I also suggest you contact JSOC and 
J3S0D. It is possible that they might also have iDes pertaining to Cmdr 
Speicher. 

3. If you have any questions, please contact me at 703-806-6419/6420. 




DEBE?A A. MACDONALD. GS-13, DAF 
Chief, Library/ Archives Branch 




AtR FORCE OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS 



DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 



MEMORANDUM FOR 1 1 MSS/MSIS (FOIA) 

ATTENTION: Ms. Grace 



JUN I 8 1995 



FROM: AFOSIIOC/DER 

500 Duncan Avenue, Room 1009 
Boiling AFB DC 20332-6000 

SUBJECT: Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) - Trtnt Gillies 
ACTION MEMORANDUM 

1. On 29 March 1996 we received a request for information from Mr. Trent Gillies, 
Producer of American Journal. Mr. Gillies is requesting information regarding Lt Cmdr 
Iviichael Speicher who was missing in aciion over Iraq on or about 16 Jsnuaiy 1991. 

2. We determined that your agency may be maintaining information responsive to this 
request. 

3. We are forwarding the request to you for review and direct response to the requester. 

4. The requester has been advised of this refen^. 




FRANK H. BATTEN JR., SA 
Chiefs Information Release 



2 Attachments: 

1. Cy of Request 

2. AFOSI Response 



''HELPING TO PROTECT A GREAT WAY OT UIP'E*' 




AIR FORCE OFFICE OF SPECIAL IN V EST ICAl iO'^S 



Investigative Operations Center (IOC)/DIR jj^ [ g jggg 

500 Duncan Avenue, Room 1009 
Boiling AFB DC 20332-6000 

American Jounial 
Trent Gillies, Producer 
402 East 76th Street 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Mr. Gillies 

• • 

Reference our letter of 29 March 1996 regarding your request for infonnztion, 
concerning Lt Cmdr Michael Spiechcr. 

We have conducted a search of our files and we have determined that the Air 

Fores Ofnce cf Special Investigations is not rr^tzinm^ zny infonn^iioa rcsp-oosrvc to 
your request 

If you interpret this "no records" response as a adverse action, you may appeal it 
to ±e secretary of the Air Force xvithin 60 days from the date of this letter. Include in the 
appeal your reasons for reconsideration, and attach a copy of this letter. Address your - 
letter as follows: 

Secretary of the Air Force 

Thru: Investigative Operations Center (IOC)/DIR 

500 Duncan Avenue, Room 1009 

BoUing AEB DC 20332-6000 

However, your request has been referred to the dfiace listed below fortinther 
action and direct response to you. 

11 MSS/MSIS (FOIA) 
1000 Air Force Pentagon 
. RM4A1088C 
Washington, DC 20330-1000 



Since rely 

FRANK H. BATTEN JR.. 
Chief, Information Release 




"he;_ping to protect a great way of i_ife" 




V 



DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 



IITH WING 



August 8, 1996 



OL-P, 11 CS/SCSR (FOIA) 
1000 Air Force Pentai^on 
Washington DC 20330-1000 

Mr Trent GiUies, Producer 
402 East 76th St 
New York NY 10021 

Dear Mr. Gillies 

We are respQiiding- to your Maxdi 29, 19S6, Freedoin of iriforiiic.dGr. 
Act request. 

The information you requested is not maintained by our agency. 
Therefore, we have transferred your request to: 

Directorate, Freedom of 
Information & Security Review 
OASD(PA)DFOISR . . 

. Room 2C757, Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1400 

They will reply directly to you. 

If you have any questions concerning this transfer, please direct them 



to the undersigned at (703) 695-4992. 



Sincerely 




L^TRICIAD. GRACE 
Freedom.of Information Manager 



#96-1054 



WORLD-CLASS PEOPLE 



- WORLD-CLASS SUPPORT 




27 MAJl 1996 

FOIA Officer 
AFOSI 

(301) 370-1116 



Dear Sir or Madam: 

Under che provisions of the Freedom of Information Act {5 U.S.C. 552} , I 
request all records --including photos --relating, to the loss and sxibseguent 
searches for and/or status of Lt. Cmdr. Michael Scott Speicher, USN, (dob of- 
app. 1958), missing in action over Iraq on or about 16 JAN 1991 (see attached) • 
Speicher has been declared dead by the DOD and therefore his files are 
releasabie. 

* • 

While I am not providing a social security number for Speicher/ he is che only 
person of this name to be MIA/KIA in Desert Storm. Therefore this request 
includes enough data for you to make a reasonable search of your finding aids 
and records. 

I am prepared to pay reasonable fees, for this request, but request you vaive . 

thsn; \s I ara a raenriber of Chs ruedia and viii use these records or journalism of 
benefit to che public. 

Thank you for your kind assistance. 



Tfent Giiries 
Producer 

AMERICAN JOURNAL 
(212) 439-7315 





3 KUR 96 B : /,5 



^(?2 L;4.st 76fh Strvct 



Ntfw York. New Yurk I(X)21 



(212) 7370399 



KAX (212) 737-4983 




2400 DEFENSE PENTAGON 
WASHINGTON. DC 20301-2400 



1 8 OCT 1996 . 

In reply refer to: 
1-96/19324 

Honorable John McCain 
United States Senate 
Washington DC 20510-0303 

Dear Senator McCain: 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding an offer by Mr. 
Dave Norris, a private citizen, to travel to the Middle East to 
search for and recover the remains of a United States Navy pilot. 

Lieutenant Coininander Michael S. Speicher's F/A-18 aircraft 
was shot down on January 11, 1991, during the Persian Gulf War. 
He is listed as- killed in action/body not recovered (KIA/BNR) . 
KIA/BHR reflects ,an accurate accounting status as detexinined by 
the Secretary of the Navy. However, in our commitment to bring 
home or account • for each and every American lost due to hostile 
action, we continue to investigate and pursue every avenue toward 
possible repatriation of his remains. His crash site was located 
west of Baghdad in 1994. 

In December 1995, the Department of Defense (DoD) dispatched 
investigators from the United States Army Central- Identification 
Laboratory in Hawaii and the United States Navy to Jordan to form 
the nucleus of a team lead by the International Committee of the 
Red Cross. The team entered Iraq, with the permission .of the 
Iraqi Government, located the crash site, and conducted a 
thorough investigation. Information found during the 
investigation is being analyzed and will be released once, the 
investigation is complete and the family has been informed. 

DoD receives offers on a regular basis from concerned ' 
citizens like Mr. Norris who wish to assist the Government in its 
efforr no provide an accounting o^. service.men. While we a^e 
genuinely thankful 'for such offers to assist in this humanitarian 
issue, Depar-ment of Defense policy is to decline all offers for 
volunteer services from private citizens to perform duties 
assigned to United States active duty military personnel and 
civil service employees. Duties associated with site surveys, 
investigations, and excavations incur substantial risks. Our' 
Government is unable to assume responsibility for the safety and 
well-being of private • citizens . 



Mr. Norris' interest in assisting in any capacity is 
commendable; however, for the re^sbhs cited we cannot sanction 
private search. Please thank Mr. Norris for his interest in 
Department of Defense efforts to achieve the fullest possible 
accounting for our missing servicemen. Your continued interest 
and support in this issue are appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Charles W. H^Riey"^ 

Special Assistarvc 

for Legislative Affairs . 
: Defense POW/MIA Office 

\ . ' . 

cc: 

Navy casualty 
CILHI 



coMMirrcc on commcrcs. sqcncc. 

AND TBANSrOrnATlON 
COMMfTTKC ON QOVtlUiMlHlALAffAWS 
COMMimC ON INDIAN AFFAMS 



mnird ^tatcH Senate 



May 30, 1996 



Captain Billy Lewis 
Diractor, SdnatQ Liaiaon 
Department of the Navy 
SR 182 

Washington, D.C. 20510-0001 



McSA.A7aC7lO 
7400 (ATT Aj|Qo*iA 

BnTMOMC Oacic 
rMOtMur.AZ t«cit 

410 wcgrPA«(o R*txiNi»o 
SuiTc 300 . 

T«.i,imo«rc rcM MtAiMMc ItM^jumrn 
(202) 224^7 132 
(e02t f32-0170 



Dear Captain Lewis: 

I have enclosed an inqxiiry which I have received from Dave • 
Norris of Santa Monica, California. 

I would greatly appreciate it if you would review this . 
material within existing rules, regulations and ethical 

guidelines • Please provide with ^. prorrpt: rQ<:pon..«:o 
addressing this issue. 

PLEASE MARK THE ENVELOPE TO THE ATTENTION OF: Sarah Lowery 
in my Washington office, 241 Russell Senate Office Building, 
Washington, D.C. 20510. Thank you very much for your kind 
assistance and cooperation. 



Sincerely, 




John McCain 
United States Senator 



FAX TRANSMtTTAL 








oio 








NSN ro«O.Ol-317-;3W S<799 IQI 04M6RAL SERVICES AOUINlSTnATION 



The Honorable John McCain 
United States Senate 
241 Russell 

Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 2QS01 

Dear Senator McCain: 

We are old if brief acquaintances. I'm writting you again, t:o 
ask your help in a project involving the Iraqis. I requested your 
assistance last fall forcing the Passport Controll Office to author- 
ize my going to Iraq to conduct an interview with Deputy Prime Ministc 
Tariq Aziz.. Unf orturiatly, I never heard from you and since I am (or 
was) a member of The Republican Senatorial Inner Circle, a supporter 
of Senator Gramm (my. self having won the Heston Shoots at the Champion 
level 4 times in the late 80s) and being Rocks sole participant in the 

Aii star Salute To President Reagan I was both surprised and a biz 

hurt at the lack of assistance. Personally, I mark it up to staffers 
in your office. 

As you may be aware,. I wont on to Iraq and was there as our men 
left on December 20, 1995 and continued to make nice — again, in case 
any of our people came into Iraqi hands, I could assist in getting 
them out and in an attempt to recover Michael Speicher's remains — our 
Naval Avaitor lost early in the war. 

Now I need your assistance again and this time (Attention Staf- 
fers) I '11 submit my request by Registered Mail and have some one where 
also ask you personally and be ccruain you sec my rccucsr. 

In short: I have another invitation from Iraq to visit and wish 
to succeed in recovering' Speicher* s remains, Iraq states I may bring 
a delegation to search as long as I am head of it and they at this 
point are not picky about whom I bring- — obviously members of our Mil- 
iuary. What they srated I would need was satalite photos of where to 
look as according to Dr. Hassan, Iraq's Minister Plenipotentiari', chey 
have no idea where to search. 

My Motivatiion : Why do I wish to do this? For the same reason I 
was sent to Vietnam in 1972, to recover our lost men. In this case a 
presumed dead Airman. In 72, it was known there was intrigue afuor in 
the attempts to recover you guys. A leak was obvious^ but where? Tlius 



I volunteered to go into Vietnam asigned to supply and through as- 
sociation with our folks at Strategic Technical Directorate Assis- 
tance Team 158 (sorry for the poor spelling) I could become quietly 
assimilated into the community there and hopefully use their resources 
to find out where you guys were—at least that was the concept—ask 
the Chief of Supply at Second AirForce at the time, we worked on the 
concept togather. 

In short, the leak was thought to be in the U.S. and now aopears 
to have been inside the Prime Minister's Office in siagon~but who 
knows. Point is, our man is still there and I and many others, want 
him backl As I once walked Vietnam alone, I can do the same in Iraq. 

l^hile alone in my concept this time— i.e. no official support' 
I have as one might expect filed reports at .the appropriate Agency on 
observations inside Iraq after my travels. Likewise, my sole reason 
for this and. sole activity while there, , will be to recover Soeichdr^ 
remains . . " _ 

Will you please obtain the necessary "best guess" of our Navy as 
to where Speicher went down and if you feel like involvment, eather 
you lead the mission and I'll carry your suitcase or more properly, 
you give me the information and if we are sucessful, you meet us at 
the Jordan border. 

Will you please think through options? If nothing else, I'll do 
the complene act, soly alone. However, might our side loan a Suburban 
(4 wheel drive truck) and a little support? I am totally willing and 
able to CO the act alone, I grow up in Alaska and an used to both 
v^ilderness and operating alone. 

In closing: I too was at Keesler AFB Hospital from'injurv in 
Vietnam (no I wasn't on the 5th floor-only joking) when you fellows 
were sent there. As you may recall, wc met in passing a number of 
times and reknewed our very brief acquaintance at the All star Salute 
to President Reagan. 

These days I'm very active in Republican Politics. I'm an Hono- 
rary Board Member of the Deverly Hills Republican Club and involved 
in many other projects as well. My point being, if we don't give the 
youth of ;unerica so.-ething to admire, Madona and Jim Carry (the actor) 
will be w.hat t.hey think is important in America. 

Come on board John, we are old War Horses and ."cnowinc what wc 



are, we should always answer the Fire Bell when it rings. 

I'll be happy to travel tb Arizona or Washington to discuss 
the matter. Obviously, if i was arround President Reagan a bit, i* 
at least simi-house broken and promise to not embarass you in any 
manor— I'll leave Ronstadfs band members home as no music will be 



done. 



Respectfully, 



2400 DEFENSE PENTAGON 
WASHINGTON, DC 20301-2400 

S 0 DEC 199^ 
In reply refer to: 
1-96/54196 



Thank you for your recent letter to Senator Connie Mack concerning the status of 
Lieutenant Commander Michael S. Speicher, Since our agency, the Defense Prisoner of 
War/Missing Personnel Office, is the Department of Defense ^oD) agency responsible for the 
prisoner of war/missing in action issue. Senator Mack asked that we respond to you. 

Commander Michael Speicher's F/A- 1 8 aircraft was shot down on January 1 7, 1 99 1 , 
during the Persian Gulf War. He is listed as killed in action/body not recovered (KIA/BNR). 
KIA/BNR reflects an accurate accounting status as detemiined by the Secretary of the Navy. 
However, in our comniitnieni to bring home or account for each and every American lost due to 
hostile action, we continue to investigate and pursue every avenue toward possible repatriation of 
his remains. His crash site was located west of Baghdad in 1994. 

In December 1995, the DoD dispatched investigators from the United States Aimy - 
Central Identification Laboratory in Hawaii and the United States Navy to Jordan to form the 
nucleus of a team lead by the Intemational Committee of the Red Cross. The team entered Iraq 
with the permission of the Iraqi Government, located the crash site, and conducted a thorough 
investigation. Information found during the investigation is being analyzed and will be released 
pubiilcly once the investigation is complete and the femily has been informed. 

I hope this information is usefiil. Should you have any further questions, please contact 

our office. 



Sincerely, 




for Legislative Affairs 
Defense POW/MIA Office 

cc: 

Senator Mack 
Navy Casualrv 
CILHI 





Dear Mr. Gusta&on: 



mtd 3tatES ^OiatE off,ce of th^ 

WASHINGTON. DC 20510-0904 ^^^nz I A R V p.r rjcp p , 



December 3, 1996 
Ms. Deborah R, Lee 

Assistant to the Secretary for Legislative Affairs 
U.S. Department of Defense 
The Pentagon, Room 3E966 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Ms. Lee: 

Enclosed please find correspondence from Richard H. 
Gustafson. 

I would greatly appreciate any reply your office can give on 
this inquiry. You may respond directly at the following address: 



Richard H. Gustafson 




Additionally, please send a copy bf your response to Casey 
Otis at 517 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 

Thank you for your time and consideration of this request.""^ 

Sincerely, 



Connie Mack 

United States Senator 



CM/kco 
Enclosure 



U 17502 /cfe 



Senator Connie Mack . 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510-0904 



Nov. 12,1996 



Dear Senator Mack, 

Enclosed is a copy of the reply I received 
From your office in 1994. Given the positive 
statement in Paragraph 2 . please provide me 
with an up-date on the following serviceman, 
for whom I have seen a POW/MIA bracelet: 

Michael S. Speicher 
U.S.Navy 
16Jan91 Iraq 

Thank you, in advance, for this information. 
Sincerely, 




St in thQ 
encounters. 

bf all troops 
! no American 



owing how you feel 
n the United States 



serely, 
inie Mack 

;ed States Senator 



6 



linitd States Senate 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-0904 



January 5, 1994 



Richard H. Gustafson 




Ch) &) 



Dear Mr. Gusta^on. 



Thank you for contacting me regarding your Interest in the 
possibility of American POWs from our recent military encounters. 

The Department of Defense "has a .full_acco unting o f atf troopis" 
r dgptpyedlrTboth The J3ulf "wad.and In, Somaiia. There are no ';©heri«arr' 

Again, thank you for getting In touch with me. Knowing how you feel 
on key Issues helps me better represent all Roridlans In the United States 
Senate. 



Sincerely. 



CM/kmk 




/onnie Mack 
United States Senator 



20 VH 



51 SZ-VX 08/8T/? 




2400 DEFENSE PENTAGON 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-2400 




IKTERNATIONAL 
SECURITY AFT-AIRS 



2 4 FEB 1997 

In reply refer to: 
1-96/19743 



Honorable Rod Grams 
United States Senator 
2013 2nd Avenue North 
Anoka, MN 55303 

Dear Senator Grams: 

Thank you for your recent letter on behalf of Mr. Richard 
Daly. Mr. Daly is requesting additional information concerning 
the .shootdown of Navy Lieutenant Commander Michael Speicher 
during the Persian Gulf War. Our office is pleased to respond. 

Mr. Daly first asks if there is any evidence that Commander 
Speicher survived his crash. At present, we do not have any 
evidence that he survived his loss incident- Our specialists have 
investigated the probable crash site of Commander Speicher' s F/A- 
18, Evidence from this site is undergoing analysis and will be 
released when the investigation is complete and Commander 
Speicher' s family has been fully informed. 

Mr. Daly's final question is whether any pilot distress 
symbols were found near the crash site. Again, we do not possess 
any evidence that evasion codes assigned to Commander Speicher 
were located near his crashsite. 

Thank you for the opportunity to be of assistance to you. 
Your interest and support in this important issue is appreciated. 



Sincerely, 




Uamesv W. Wold 

Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense 
(POW/Missing Personnel Affairs) 



cc : / 
Navy casualty y 
Secretary of the Navy 
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December 10, 1997 

The Honorable Williani Cohen 
The Secretary Of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentsgon . 
Washington. D.C. 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Cohen: 

^cIL^'^^ M-?If? f""^ the status of missing Navy F-IS pilot Lieutenant 

Commander Michad Scott Spdcher. the first American lost in the 1991 Penian Gulf W«^^ I 
request that yop inforni me of the status of this incident, and an investigation imo the status of the 
onfy member of the Umted States mffitary Persian Gulf Conflict .vhose^e remains uS^tf 

uS°J.C?r ^"'"^ ^^u'^' "^"^ ^^"^ P««™^ who have served in the 

United States Armed Forces with honor and courage. We have a moral obOgation to rSdve tiS 

is^m^tt^^ru^^^^^^^^^ 

Your attention to this matter will provide answers to the fiunily of the Men Navy oiloL and to 



BFV:ins 





?. Vcnto 
Menxbier of Congress 



U20829 /97 



2400 DEFENSE PENTAGON 
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20301-2400 



INTERNATIONAL 
SECURITY AFFAIRS 

I 3 FEB I93B 
In reply refer to: 
1-98/60420 

Honorable John McCain 
United States Senate 
Attn: Dan Twining 
241 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Senator McCain: 

Thank you for your January 9, 1998, letter to the former Deputy Assistant Secretary of 
Defense (DASD) for POW/Missing Personnel Affairs, James W. Wold, on behalf of Collin 
Smith and David L. Parker, Mr. Smith and Mr, Parker seek information about Navy Lieutenant 
Commander Michael Scott Speicher who was killed in action during the Persian Gulf War but 
whose remains have not been recovered. 

Commander Speicher was lost on January 17, 1991, when his F/A-18 aircraft was downed 
in Iraq during Operation Desert Storm. The Secretary of the Navy, based on the information 
knovra to him at the time of Conmiander Speicher's loss, assigned his casualty status as KIA- 
BNR. The Department of the Navy continues to carry Commander Speicher in this status 
because it reflects the most accurate information to date regarding his fete. However, given our 
Government's unwavering commitment to obtain the fullest possible accounting for Americans 
lost due to hostile action, the case was never ofiBcially closed. The discovery of intelligence 
information several years after the loss incident provided our first new clues and allowed us to 
begin an investigation. Since 1993, we have used all appropriate analytical, diplomatic, 
intelligence, and scientific means available to mount a comprehensive investigation. 

In December 1995, working through the International Committee of the Red Cross, 
Defense investigators from the Navy and the Army Central Identification Laboratory in Hawaii 
(CILH[) entered Iraq, with the permission of the Iraqi Government, and conducted a thorough 
mvestigation of Commander Speicher's previotisly unlocated crash site. Although we did not 
recover Commander Speicher's remains at the crash site, information and aircraft wreckage were 
recovered which has allowed us to continue our investigatiorL 

Commander Speicher's family has been kept fully informed of the DoD efiForts and the 
information we have obtained. The femily has expressed publicly their satisfaction with our 
actions and has requested information not be released to the public in order to protect their 
privacy and die integrity of any potential new lead. In addition, as our investigation has 
developed, my office has kept the appropriate congressional oversight committees apprised. 




The men and women of this office gratefiilly appreciate the continuous concem and 
consistent support you and your colleagues demonstrate for our efiforts to achieve the fullest 
possible accounting. I hope this infotmation is helpful in responding to Mr. Smith and Mr. 
Parker. So that they may stay abreast of our operations throughout the world, I recommend you 
have them contact our Internet site at www.dticjnil/dpmo. If you have further questions, please 
contact my office. 




J. Alan Liotta 
Acting Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense 
(POW/Missing Personnel Affairs) 



cc: 



Navy casualty office 




2^0 DEFENSE PENTAGON 
WASHINGTON. DC 20301-2400 



1 7 Mi? igoB 

In reply refer to: 
1-98/63095 



Mr. Woody Nickels 




Dear Mr. Nickels: 



Tliank you for your February 25, 1998, letter to the Defense POW/Missing Personnel 
Office. As a former roommate and fiiend of his, you request information on Navy Lieutenant 
Commander Michael Scott Speicher who was killed in action during the Persian Gulf War but 
whose remains have not been recovered. ' 

Commander Speicher was lost on January 17, 1991, when his F/A-I8 aircraft was downed 
m Iraq durmg Operation Desert Storai. The Secretaiy of the Navy, based on the information 
known to him at the tmie of Commander Speicher's loss, assigned his casualty status as killed in 
action-body not recovered (KIA-BNR). The Department of the Navy continues to carry - - 
Commander Speicher in this status because it reflects the most accurate information to date 
regarding his fate. However, given our Goveimnent's unwavering commitment to obtain the 
fullest possible accounting for Americans lost due to hostile action, the case was never officiaUy 
closed, nie discovery of intelhgence information several years after Commander Speicher's loss 
incident provided our first new clues and allowed us to begin an investigation. Since 1993 we 
have used aU appropnate analytical, diplomatic, intelligence, and scientific means available to 
mount a comprehensive investigation. 

In December 1995, working through the Intemational Committee of the Red Cross 
Department of Defense (DoD) mvestigators from the Navy and the Army Central Identification 
Laboratory entered Iraq, with the permission of the Iraqi Government, and conducted a thorough 
investigauon of Commander Speicher's previously unlocated crash site. Although we did not^ 
recover his remains at the crash site, mformation and aircraft wreckage were recovered which has 
allowed us to continue our investigation. 

To ensure the integrity of our ongoing investigation mto Commander Speicher's case and 
out ot deference to his family's request for privacy, we cannot provide you with details of this 
case. Be assured, however, that Commander Speicher's family is being kept fully informed of 

our efforts and the information we obtain. • 



The men and women of this ofiBce gratefully appreciate your concern for yoiir fidend. 
Commander Speicher. We are committed to acddunting for all our nation's unaccounted-for 
servicemen. To stay abreast of our operations throughout the world, I recommend you contact 
our Internet site at www.dtic.mil/dpmo. 

Sincerely, 

Charles W. Henlev,^''''''""^ 
Legislative and ^emal Affairs 3 
Defense POW/Mii*i»iug PeiSJonKelOffice 



cc: 

Navy'casualty office 




2400 DEFENSE PENTAGON 
WASHINGTON. DC 20301-2400 



0 6 MAY im 

In reply refer to: 
1-98/66907 

OfiBce of Senator Kay Bailey Hutchinson 
Attention: Mr. John Gonzales 
10440 North Central Expressway 
Suite 1160, LB 606 
Dallas, TX 75231 

Dear'Mr. Gonzales: 

Thank you for your March 17, 1998, letter to the Navy's legislative liaison office on behalf 
of Mr. Woody Nickels who is requesting information oii N?.v>' Lieutenant Commander Mchaei 
Scott Speicher who was lost during the Gulf War. Your letter was forwarded to our office since 
we are the Department of Defense (DoD) agency responsible for this issue, and we are pleased to 
respond. Per you request, we have enclosed a copy of your letter to us with its corresponding 
attachments 

As we informed Mr. Nickels in our March 17, 1998, letter to him on this issue, Commander - 
Speicher was lost on January 17, 1991, when his F/A-18 aircraft was downed in Iraq during the 
Persian Gulf War. The Secretary of the Navy, based on the information known to him at the time 
of Commander Speicher's loss, assigned his casualty status as killed in action-body not 
recovered. The Department of the Navy continues to cany Commander Speicher in this status 
because it reflects the most accurate infomiation to date regarding his fate. However, given our 
Government's unwavering commitment to obtain the fullest possible accounting for Americans 
lost due to hostile action, the case was never officially closed. The discovery of his .crash site 
several years after the loss incident provided our first new clues and allowed us to begin an 
investigation. Since 1993, we have used all appropriate analytical, diplomatic, intelligence, and 
scientific means available to mount a comprehensive investigation. 

In December 1995, working through the International Committee of tiie Red Cross, 
Defense investigators from the Navy and the Army Central Identification Laboratory in Hawaii 
(CILHI) entered Iraq, witii tiie permission of the haqi Government, and conducted a thorough 
mvestigation of Commander Speicher's crash site. Although we did not recover Commander 
Speicher's remains at the crash site, mformation and aircraft wreckage were recovered which has 
allowed us to continue our investigation. 

Commander Speicher's family has been kept fully infomied of DoD efforts and the 
mformation we have obtained. The family has expressed publicly their satisfaction with our 

Q 



actions and has requested information not be released to the public in order to protect their 
privacy and the integrity of any potential new lead. In addition, as our investigation has 
developed, our ofiSce has kept the appropriate congressional oversight committees apprised. 

I hope this infonnation is helpful. Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have further 
questions on this issue. 

Sincerely, 

Charles W. Henley (^^^'^'^ ^^"""^ 

Special Assistant iFor Legislative Ailaus 

Defense POW/Missing Personnel OfiSce 

Enclosure: 
As stated 



cc: 

iNavy casu^ty omce 




2400 DEFENSE PENTAGON 
WASHINGTON, DC 20301-2400 



0 6 MAY 199B 

In reply refer to: 
1-98/66906 

Honorable Dick Anney 
United States Representative 

9901 Valley Ranch Parkway, East 
Suite 3050 

Irving, TX 75003 

Deaf Representative Armey: 

Tliank you for your March 25, 1998, letter to the Navy's legislative Uaison office on behalf 
of your constituent, Mr. Woody Nickels. Mr. Nickels requests information on Navy Lieutenant 
Ccrama^asr Michaei Score Spsicher who was kilied in action during the Persian Gulf War but 
whose remains have,not been recovered. Your lener was forwarded to our office since we'are the 
Department of Defense (DoD) agency responsible for this issue. We are pleased to provide you 
the following information for your use in responding to Mr. hTickels. 

As we informed Mr. Nickels in our March 17. 1998. letter to him on this issue. Commander 
Speicher was lost on January 17. 1991, when his F/A-18 aircraft was downed in Iraq during the 
Persian Gulf War. The Secretary of the Navy, based on the information known to him at the time 
of Commander Speicher's loss, assigned his casualty stams as killed in action-body not 
recovered. The Department of the Navy continues to carry Commander Speicher in this stams 
because it reflects the most accurate inforaiation to date regarding his fate. However, given our 
Government's unwavering commimient to obtain the fullest possible accounting for Americans 
lost due to hostile action, the case was never officially closed. The discovery of his. crash site 
several years after die loss incident provided our first new clues and allowed us to begin an 
mvestigation. Smce 1993. we have used all appropriate analytical, diplomatic, inteUigence, and 
scientific means available to mount a comprehensive investigation. « ■ • 

In December 1995, working through the IrReniational Comminee of the Red Cross 
Jl^-^^^^ investigators fi-om the Navy and the Army Central Identification Laboratorv in Hawaii 
(CILHI) entered Iraq, with the pemiission of the Iraqi Government, and conducted a thorough 
mvestigauon of Commander Speicher's crash site. Altiiough we did not recover Commander 
Speicher's remams at the crash site, information and aircraft wreckage were recovered which has 
allowed us to continue our investigation. 

Commander Speicher's family has been kept fully inforaied of DoD efforts and die 
information we have obtained. The family has expressed pubUcIy their satisfaction widi our 

Q 



actions and has requested information not be released to the public in order to protect their 
privacy and the integrity of any potential new lead. In addition, as our investigation has 
developed, our office has kept the apprbpriite congiressional oversight committees apprised. 

Representative Aimey, your continued concem and support for this important issue are 
gratefully acknowledged and appreciated by the men and women of this office. So that Mr. 
Nickels may stay abreast of our current operations throughout the world, I recommend you have 
him contact our Internet site at www.dtic.mil/dpmo. If you or your staff have further questions 
regarding this issue, please do not hesitate to contact our office. 

Sincerely, 

Charles W. Henley 
Special Assistant fo: 
Defense POW 




cc: 



Department of Defense 
OfBce of die Secretary 
International Secretaiy ASsdrs 



Date: ^/Z^l 



just wanted to foUow-up briefly on our phone 
conversation. Enclosed is the report we provided 
to the Iraqis via the ICRC. In regards the FOIA. 
requests, DoD has not released an^ documents. 
The overafl request%re stfll pending. My underetanding 
is that when they elect to respond, we wffl receive in 

advance for approval a package of docnments. Should 
that occur, I would like to get a copy of this package to 
you for your thoughts/concerns before we ofiBcially respond. 
Please do not hesitate to ask if there is anything I can do for 
either of you. 



J. Alan Liotta ^ 
Deputy Director 

Defense POW/Missing Penonnel Office 




utFENiifc: PRISONER OF WAR/MISSING PERSONNEL OFFICE 
2400 DEFENSE PENTAGON 
WASHINGTON, DC 20301-2400 



In reply refer to: 
1-97/21681 



NffiMORA>roUM FOR The International Committee Ome Red C^^ 

(Operations Division, Attn: Michelle Cageneaux) 

FROM: Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for POW/Missing Personnel Afiairs 
Prepared by LCDR K. Wilson, OASD/ISA-OPMO 

SUBJECT: Results of the Investigation of U.S. F/A-IS Loss in WestemRegion of Iraq 

Purpose. For your benefit and that of the Iraqi peisonnel who assisted us on th- hrm, v • 

operauon to confjrm the fa^e of LCDP M-M c c • v ^ the humaaitensn, 

findings from the «=av4; ofMs c^^.^ ^ ' 

Background 

mission. LCDR ^„Z?t ° ■ approxmiattly 2 horns and 15 miiiute into the 

Sp^ich.,and1o'^r^o?L";^^t^r'°^=-^='^^°f^CDR 

associ.^d':l™i,e :rS? "S^r^^ ™ " "-S- thev 

thoseofLCDRSr ' <^-=nnincd they .w^ no. 

OnMarch 1, 199S, theROIasTMdtoaiointlCRrmnii,™ ■ • 

dc:enn:ne the fate of the pact. T^. .'am includS^'Tm 

Laboratory m Hawaii (CILHI). On December 10 4995 a t^ TPPr m . 

personnel traveled to the suspected crash .ire k1 ^ 

LCDR Speicher The c^^sil wl^^^^^ u ^"" ' ^^^^ ^= of 

RepubUc of Iraq. "'^"^^ ^^'T^^^^ Ad Dulaym, Wadi Thumayi, 



Description of Crash Site 



The field investigation was conducted on December 10-16, 1995. Wreckage of the F/A- 
12 aircraft was discovered within three hours driving time southwest from Baghdad. The mishap 
site was located less than 30 kilometers to the south of a major East-West highway m a desert 
region vwth no substantial natural landmarks. Several Bedonin camps were visible to the north 
and northwest of the crash site, with numerous dirt trails radiating out &om the camps to the 
paved roads. 

Large fragments of recognizable aircraft wreckage were present on the desert floor 
(photos I-3i enclosure 5). As there was no significant crash crater and the aircraft wreckage 
showed minim al fragmentation, it was determined to be consistent of a tenninal velocity, high 
angle and low power impact The wreckage consisted ofthe nose gear and 20mm gun, 
representing the nose ofthe aircraft; the wings; engines; and tail rudders and stabilizers • 
(enclosure 3). Ordmance was still located at the crash she (photo 13, enclosure 5). The 

following major components were not with the airframe: 

1) Wmg fuel drop tank - found 4000 meters north 

2) Center line fuel oxop tank - found 2500 me'^rs noiiii 

3) Canopy - found 670 meters northeast 

4) The entire cockpit and instrument bay section, forward ofthe wmgs to just aft ofthe 
gun - not found 

Subsequent post cr^ fire and erosion had contributed to the breakdown and disintegration of 
the structural elements m an uf actured from composite material, such as the wings. 

Aircraft Wreckage Findings 

Excavation was mitiated m the area of the cockpit, an area which showed signs of recent 
manual digging. The ground was excavated to a depth of 50 centimeters to culturally sterile soil 
Excavauon continued along the aircraft's midline until it became apparent that no signincant 
cockpit debns, pilot-related materials, or human remains were presem (photos 4-9, enclosure 5). 

Analysis ofthe engines concluded that both engines were in relatively good shane ^ Based 
on post crash analysis of tiie photographs of engine components, the qualified assumption is die 
engines had shut down in flighL The wing and cemerline drop tanks fomid nortii of tiie crash site 
had their pylons still attached (photos lO-l 1, enclosure 5). The pylons were torn from the 
fuselage inflight, mdicative of excessive aerodynamic forces over a shon period of time tiiat were 
consistent witii die aircraft bemg subject to a violent spin. 

The cockpit canopy, found northeast ofthe wreckage, had been jettisoned Whenfm,t 
examined die frame was standing vertically on a small rise where it apparently had been placed 
by die Bedouins to serve as a local landmark (photo 12, enclosure 5). Botii canopy jettison 
rocket motors had been fired, which produced bum marks even and complete Given available 
evidence, mishap mvestigators determined tiiat the pilot initiated die jettison 



Archaeological Findings 



Dunng the recovery effort, the team surveyed a cireie of approximately 10 kilometers in 
diameter centered around the crash site. Hie team anthropologist shovel-tested several low Vock 
pUes located around the wreckage in search of a possible grave site (photo 14, enclosure 5) 
None appeared to be associated with a subsurfece disturbance within the last ten years No' 
human remains were recovered at either the crash site or the several small stone pUes examined 
No pilot-reiated materials were recovered at the crash site. Cockpit-related items found during ' 
excavation consisted of only two switches and one warning indicator light 

.Duringtheexcavation,Iraqiofficialspresentatthesitenotifiedtheteamthatayoune 
Bedoum boy had encountered a flight suit while herding his sheep. Several team members 
traveled to a small rise approximately 3.5 kilometers northeast of the crash site^d discovered a 
U S. flight smt lymg on the surfece. The team began to systematicaUy surfece search die 
adjommg desert, butwerenotaUowedtodirecdyinterviewthechild. Ultimately additional 
pilot-related materials were recovered ^proximately 1 kilometerto the east of where the flight 
suit was located "*5"t- 

1) Six ftagments of anti-G suit material 

2) An ejection-seat upper-leg garter ftagment 

3) Three survival-raft fragments 

4) A survival-kit flare 

5) A parachute-riser fragment " '^ 
Final Analysis 

. "I^e flight suit is consistent with the one worn by LCDR Speicher. Pieces of the 
Aviation Life Support System (ALSS) equipment found suggest that LCDR Speicher ejected 

^e^ilTorH'f ^""l "^^'^ ^'^^"^"^ "^^^^''^'^ - A obiect; 

mey also had blood stains, but none suggesting massive extemal bleeding (photo 15- 16 ^ ' 

enclosure 5). No human remains were found in the vicinity of the crash s'ite. ■^le•Teco^;e^^' team 

ZrTn .h '"''^T ^^"^ ^°^P°°-ts. was removed 

pnor^the excavation of the site by the ICRC/ROI team excavadon. Pending newWonnariorx 

no flirther excavation IS required at the crash location. . """"^"^^v 



Enclosure(s): 

1. General location of crash site. 

2. Topographic location of project area and relauve location of the recovered materials 
-5. oKeicn map or Site. 

4. List of photographs. 

5. Photographs (16). 




Enclosure I 
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LOCATION OF CRASH SfTE AND SELECT ARUFACTS 
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1 CRASH SITE 

2 Canopy Frame 

3 HARM Missile 

4 Fuel (Drop) Tank 

5 Launch Assembly Unit 

6 Fuel (Drop) Tank 




7 FUGKTSUrr 

8 And-GSuEt 

9 Anti-G Sot 

to Sunm/ai Flare 

11 SuHAvalRaft 

12 20rTvnSheff 
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Enclosure 3 
Sketch Map of Site 



LIST OF PHOTOGRAPHS 

1. Crash site as viewed upon arrival Gooking northeast). 

2. Close-up view of crash site prior to beginning recovery aooking north). Red flags mark 
unexploded ordnance. 

3. Close-up view of crash site Qooking northwest). Anow points to where location of cockpit 
should be. 

4. Excavation ofunits in cockpit area (looking north). 

5. Close-up view of soU profile showing aitifact-bearing stratum, burned layer, and underlying 
incident-sterile stratum (looking at grid west wall). 

6. View of completed excavation Gooking grid north). 

7. Ciose-up view of nose gear and 20 mm gun. 

8. Vertical stabilizer. 

9. Excavation in progress Gooking south). Port wing in foreground. 

10. One of the fuel (drop) tanks located to the east of the crash site. 

1 1. Other fuel (drop) tank located to the east of the crash site. 

12. Canopy frame as first viewed by the recovery team. 

13. Ordnance. 

14. Rock pile located immediately east of the canopy &ame. Th. consmiction, form, an^^size of 
this pile mirrors those of numerous other feanires found in the project area. 

15. Upper portion of flight suit found. Detail shows definite cuts in material. 

16. Full flight suit modeled to show completeness. 



Enclosure 4 



V. 



SDMMARY QP FACTS RMD CIRCUMSTANCES 
LCDR MTC HAEL S. gPEICHER. USN/| J^WBMPg" 

I. Other Crew Members 
None 

II. Day or night/Date/Weather 
Night (0352 local)/l7 January 1991/No report on weather 

III. Mission - 
First night strike mission in vicinity of Baghdad, Iraq 

IV. Aircraft loss - Location/Terrain 
Aircraft failed to check in upon completion of strike 
Approximate position N33.00, E042.20 per VFA-81 N3? I'o 
E044.40 per DIA/Overland ^ ^' N33.10, 

Aircraft Type/Unit/Call sign/Single or multiple place 
F/A-18/ VFA-81/AA-403/ Pilot of single seat airc?a?t 

VI. Communications from aircraft/member 

^t^^J?^""^ comunication was after completion of refuel^na ar- 
t-rior to entering hostile territory. - -tuex.ng 01.^ 

VII. Loss observed/Witnesses 

explode and subsequently crash. It cannot be posiWvSv 

VIII. Search 

SignaL?"""^^ initiated. There were no visual or audible 

IX. Iimediate assessment 

No firm information as to the fate of ^ho r^Ai^*. ^ ^ . 
reported as KIA by Secreta^? ol Def^L??hIiSey!- 

X. Intelligence 

-i^ incident 

XI. Propaganda 
None 

XII. Repatriated POW information 
L?D^1pe?Jhe^ii1u^!vaJ'" information which would indicate 

XIII. status of Remains 

Conclusive evidence proved the remains provided bv ir^rrS 
government were not those of LCDR SpeicherT ^ 



WASHINGTON. OC 2M0W0OO ' . . . ' '^^^^^^^^^^ 



AFIP-OAFME T6-Hay -199 r: — 



MEMORANDUM FOR DEPARTMENT OF THE "NAVY/ BOSEAU OF MEDICINE AND 

SURGERY, ATTN; MORTUARY AFFAIRS BRANCH, 
"WASHINGTON, DC 20372-5120 

SUBJECT: DMA Testing Of Desert Storm Remains.- DSl-256 

1. DNA testing has been completed on the remains of DSl-256 
that were received at the Dover Port Mortuary on 23 March 1991. 

confirm that those remains are_n ot those of LCDR Michael / v , v 
Scott Speicher, U.S. Na*/y, jHi|HBr3vbo was reported missing /%K^ ) 
in action on 17 January 1991, wKlie iir^upport of Operation 
Desert Storm. 

2. The remains identified as DSl-256 consisted of partially 
decomposed portions of upper torso tissue, mainly skin, which 
were recovered by Iraq officials and returned to United stctG<: 
conurox uhrough the Red Cross. No additional information was' 
available from the Iraq government as to why these remains were 
believed to be those of LCDR Speichet. 

3. Comparison of DNA tests from the tissue sample of DSl-256 
were made with DNA results obtained from sera of LCDR Speicher • 
stored (drawn July 1990) in the Department of Defense HIV 
fSSS^f ^^^^ clippings from an electric shaver belonging to 
e^rv ^^^^ ^ deodorant bar belonging to LCDR 
Speicher. DNA results were also compared with DNA tests run on 
oral swabs and plucked hairs from Joanne A. Speicher (wif e^ . 
Michael S. Speicher (son), and Meghan L. SpeiSher (daighter) . 

ilo^^Ji^^^fi^^*'^^^^-?^^^^ encountered obtaining genomic DNA 
test results from the DSl-256 due to sample degradation but 
^^i^ adequate results were obtain^ from^lulked half 
samples found on the tissue. Further genomic s?stam analyLa 
are being completed. We initiated mitochondrial DNA tes^Hnff 
on!goingr """^'"^ ''^ P"^^"' diffiSSu; tSis is sS?l 

DNA results obtained permitting this exclusion we-a 
"^^PL?" Chain Reaction (PCR) -based amplification 

EiSl^i:^ testing using the human gene probe, pMCT lis, by Marcia 
iof;?^®w^4, ^® Biomedical Laboratories, inJ 

?o!lor ^^^'^"^l^ North Carolina. The results arS i^ 



AFIP-OAFME 

SUBJECT: DNA Testing Of Desert storm Remains - DSl-256 



DSl-256 remains 
Michael S. Speicher (Son) 
Meghan L. Speicher (Dauahter) 
Joanne A. Speicher (Wife) 




IM [(■) 



^M:^ZB^"'^^^^?i^i^s .... 

iriliat^.^ tilt '-r-^; ° ■ ; Speicher snd^tici., children 

th. jel r«ult^ „e «^?"iilr Sd°;J!rri- .^-"heracre, 
noise. The exclnci™ f. ' ° °* baOtground 

vent, beSa^sTSe^^^Ls'L^^^^^^ 

iue to SnLSi^-^^^^^^^^^ Is'l^t^ns 
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CiiARD C. FROEDE, M.D. 
rnied Forces Medical Examiner 



MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD OF LCDR SPEICHER 

6 May 91: Spoke to Dr. Weedon (AFME) . He relayed that remains 
they had been testing DNA for a possibility of natch with LCDR 
Speicher is definitely NOT LCDR Speicher's remains. 

Remains consisted of scalp w/hair, metal (originally thought to be 
bone) and fragments. They were running it for a DNA sample 
originally without comparison. They were loo]cing fo^ two kinds of 
DNA: genomic and monochondrial (sp?) . There are a lot more copies 
of monochondrial DNA and its easier to obtain, but they coxildn't 
get this type DNA as a comparison from the children since it is 
only inherited from the mother. They had to contract with three 
other companies for some of DNA Testing. They had a lot of 
difficulty getting regular DNA, testing out of sample. They knew 
their best chance was with monochondrial DNA, but they couldn't 
figure out how to do it. 

They finally got genomic DNA from the remains. This was enough to 
get something now from the family. 

They had the problem next of receiving oral swabs that turned out 
"clean" and had to go back to family for more, plus mother for 
reverse parenting. 

From the razor, they were able to get hair shafts, but not roots. 
They needed roots for genomic DNA testing. Shafts only have 
monochondrial DNA. They are still processing for monochondrial 
DNA, but it will take a few weeJcs. Its not really xised much. 

HIV serum test proved negative. It had already been processed to 
remove white blood cells. 

After obtaining new swabs, they were able to get a "good set f'-om 
family and from remains. 

The hairs they used to get DNA sample from remains were plucked and • 
roots used. Therefore sample was a clean result and Well 
representative. He has a lot of confidence in it. 

They got the same DNA result from both children, so there's no real 
chance of mistake on this. , 

Dr. Weedon said the remains are conclusively not LCDR Speicher He 
can say they are a negative match with strong conviction.* A 
positive result would not be easy to state so strongly. 

They are running results for more evidence, but he doesn't really 
need them. Its just good lab practice and helps demonstrate the 
conclusion to other people. " 

^•"^^ nx^.-'C /cswjsis O-PTlA^^ /lco^. 

"o^- u:-£<..U.^ '> tr- Ud2^ .T76 - IX'd.l Id . 



HEMORAMDUM FOR THE RECORD OF LCDR SPEICHER 



29 APR 91: Called CACO, LCDR Salazar* Told him Navy ready to 
change status to KIA. Wanted to send CNP rep, CAPT Raebel to 
discuss efforts to date and change in status. CAPT Curtin, 
COMIiATtfING CO, personally visited Mrs. Speicher. Everyone decided 
there was no need for CAPT Raebel to visit Mrs. Speicher. 

Mr. Canik from Armed Forces Medical Examiner called. Said they- 
have a DNA fingerprint from the remains, but still need something 
to compare it to. Said HIV test blood sample was too veil processed 
to get anything from it. Oral svabs turned up absolutely negative 
which indicates to them the svabs were not taken correctly or the 
right ones not sent. They need to test the children and mother now 
inorder to do reverse paternity testing* They were able to get 
hair follicles from personal items to compare with hair on remains, 
but this is a slov, unrefined process. 

Lt Col Bason (sp?) called from JMAO (CENTCOM Mortuary Affairs) . He 
said they vere vor]cing on trying to get a flight suit from ICRC 
that vas possibly LCDR Speicher' s. He mentioned the spelling ICRC 

had for his n?jas Vc.s HickQl. He said the flight suit would be sent 
to Dover from Riyadh if they get it from ICRC. He is gone 1 May. 
NEW POC is Major John McClullan, USAF, AV 968-5835/6/7. 

3 0 APR 91: LCDR Salazar called and confirmed no need for CAPT 
Raebel to visit. Status change requested for 22 May. Memorial 
service or funeral (if remains identified) planned for same day. 
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Public Release Statement 

The International Committee of the Red Cross, with the 
cooperation of the Government of Iraq, is leading a team, including 
U.S. experts, to investigate and excavate a crash site of a U.S. pilot 
lost in 1991 during the Gulf War. This mission is strictly a 
humanitarian effort to account for an American pilot whose remains 
have never been recovered. 

Once United States officials had conclusive evidence of the 
crash site in Iraq, they asked the ICRC in its capacity as a neutral 
intermediary to send, a team to the crash site to search for remains 
and relevant evidence. The ICRC-led team, includes a U.S. 
anthropologist and life science technician from the U.S. Zany's 
Central Identification Laboratory and aircraft crash investigators. 

The team traveled to the crash site via Baghdad- Results will 

not be known until s. complete analysis is concluded. 

The U.S. Government remains committed to determining the 
fate and, if possible, repatriating the remains of any U.S. service 
member lost in conflict. 



DO NOT RELEASE WITHOUT AUTHORIZATION 



From: Mike Brock 

Naval Aviation Depot 
1126 Pocahontas St. 
Norfolk, VA 23511-2195 

To: Alan Liotta 
OSD/DPMO 
Suite 700B 
1300 Clarendon Blvd. 
Arlington, VA 22201 



Dear Mr. Liotta: 

I have been informed by Naval Air Systems Command, Washington, D.C. that your 
activity has requested some photographic, dimensional, and operational information regarding the 
Mardn-Baker SJU-5A ejection seat used in earlier versions of the F/A-18A/B. I presume this 
information involves a mishap of some sort, however, since I have not spoken to you directly I 
cannot ascertain exactly what type of information you truly need. Therefore, I have only enclosed 
some general information regarding the operation of the SJU-5A ejection seat system. 

Also, I have discussed this matter with an associate of mine, Mr. Peter Yost of the Naval 
Air Warfare Center, Warminster, PA and he will be sending some basic ejection seat dimensional 

information on my behalf 

I understand that photographic information is highly desired. Depending on the 
circumstances of the ejection or non-ejection, damage characteristics can vary greatly. We 
currently have some mishap photographic data and this could be helpful if the circumstances were 
similar to a mishap you may be investigating. I should also note that some of these photos are 
privileged information and cannot be released, but can be viewed if necessary. 

If you have any further questions regarding Martin-Baker escape systems and need 
additional assistance please contact me at (804)444-8416 or Peter Yost at (215)441-3094. 



Sincerest Regards, 




Michael E. Stock 
Aerospace Engineer 
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NOTE — 

THERE ARE NO PROVISIONS FOR 
MANUAL BAILOUT IN THE EVENT 
OF EJECTION SEAT FAILURE 



SEQUENCING TIMES INDICATED ARE AFTER CATAPULT 
FIRING (INITIAL SEAT MOVEMENT). TO DETERMINE TOTAL 
TIME, A TIME FACTOR FOR THE PERIOD BETWEEN PULLING 
THE EJECTION CONTROL HANDLE AND CATAPULT FIRING 
MUST BE ADDED TO THE FIGURES SHOWN. THIS TIME 
INTERVAL REPRESENTS THE TIME IT TAKES FOR CANOPY 
JETTISON AND IS APPROXIMATELY 0.30 SECONDS AT ZERO 
AIRSPEED. THERE IS AN ADDITIONAL 0.40 SECOND DELAY 
BETWEEN THE REAR COCKPIT SEAT AND THE COCKPIT 
SEAT IN F/A-18B AND F/A-18D. 



iwe-ii»-ie-07-i)io-iBAN 




MINIMUM ALTITUDES ARE DEPENDENT UPON DIVE ANGLE, 
AIRSPEED AND BANK ANGLE. RECOMMENDED MINIMUMS ARE 
10,000 FEET (AGL) IF OUT OF CONTROLLED FLIGHT AND 2,000 FEET 
(AGL) IN CONTROLLED FLIGHT. 

THE EJECTION SEQUENCE STARTS WHEN THE EJECTION CONTROL HANDLE IS PULLED 
UPWARD. 



A IFF SWITCH ACTUATED, PIN PULLER POSITIONED, INERTIA REEL POSITIONS 
CREWMEMBER, CANOPY IS JETTISONED. 

B CATAPULT IS FIRED (INITML SEAT MOVEMENT) CREWMEMBERS LEGS ARE 
RESTRAINED, EMERGENCY OXYGEN IS ACTIVATED, ELECTRICAL POWER IS 
DISCONNECTED, PERSONAL SERVICES (OXYGEN AND COMMUNICATIONS) 
BETWEEN-SEAT AND AIRCRAFT ARE DISCONNECTED. DROGUE GUN AND TIME 
RELEASE MECHANISM TRIP RODS ARE TRIPPED. THE ROCKET MOTOR IS FIRED ON 
COMPLETION OF FULL CATAPULT EXTENSION (APPROX. 76 INCHES). 

C DROGUE GUN FIRES, CONTROLLER (PILOT) DROGUE AND STABILIZER DROGUE ARE 
DEPLOYED TO STABILIZE AND DECELERATE THE SEAT. 

Figure 6. Ejection Seat System Sequencing Schematic (Sheet 1) 
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ON fflGH ALTITUDE SEQUENCE ^ AT ALOTtlDES ABOVi* 13,000 ± 1500 FEET AN 
ALTITUDE SENSING BAROSTAT (INTERNAL TIME RELEASE MECHANISM) PREVENTS 
PREMATURE DEPLOYMENT OF PERSONNEL PARACHUTE AND ALLOWS CREWMEMBER 
TO MAKE A RAPID DESCENT TO A SAFE ALTHIJDE. 

NOTE 

IF EMERGENCY OXYGEN FAILS TO RELEASE AUTOMATICALLY 
UPON EJECTION, PULL THE MANUAL OXYGEN RELEASE RING 
(GREEN RING) STOWED ON LEFT SIDE OF SURVIVAL KIT (INBD) 
UNDERNEATH CUSHION. 



AT ALTITUDES ABOVE 7,000 TO 8,000 EEET, THE TIME DELAY (FOR PERSONNEL 
PARACHUTE DEPLOYMENT) IS CONTROLLED BY A G-CONTROLLER (INTERNAL TIME 
RELEASE MECHANISM) WHICH INTERRUPTS THE TIMING SEQUENCE UNTIL 
DECELLERATION FORCE IS LESS THAN 3 G'S. AT ALTITUDES BELOW 7,000 TO 8,000 
FEET, THE TIME DELAY MECHANISM (L50 SECONDS) STARTS WITHOUT 
INTERRUPTION. AFTER THE L50 SECOND DELAY, THE TIME RELEASE MECHANISM 
CARTRIDGE FIRES, RELEASING THE UPPER AND LOWER RESTRAINT MECHANISMS 
PARACHUTE MECHANICAL LOCK AND DROGUE SHACKLE FROM SaSSOR MECHANISM. 

AT FULL DEVELOPMENT (OPENING SHOCK) OF PERSONNEL PARACHUTE, THE 
CREWMEMBER AND SURVIVAL KIT SEPARATE FROM THE SEAT (HELD IN ONLY EY 
GTICKER CLIPS). RADIO BEACON IS ACTIVATED AT CREWMEMBER/SEAT SEPARATION. 

NORMAL PARACHUTE DESCENT. 



SURVIVAL KIT DEVELOPEMENT - WHILE DESCENDING, CREWMEMBER (OPTION) MAY 
ACTIVATE SURVIVAL KIT HANDLE AND OPEN KIT FOR DEPLOYMENT OF SURVIVAL 
EQUIPMENT LIFE RAFT. 

AFTER ACC 446, FOLLOWING DESCENT AND LANDING IN SEA WATER, SEWARS IS 
ACTIVATED RELEASING CREWMEMBER FROM PERSONNEL PARACHUTE. 



Figure 6. Ejection Seat System Sequencing Schematic (Sheet 2) 
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UFE RAFT INFIATTON B WrTWIH) BT GRAVTIY 
WHEN THE DROP WE 6 FULLY EXTENDED 
AFTER SURVIVAL tor OPENING. 



WARNING 

FTHE SURVIVAL KrriS DEPUJYED AFTER 
LANDING IN WATER. A SNATCH PUII ON TTC 
DROP UNE (NEAR COjBOTTlEjtS REQURED 
TO INFLATE THE Ufl RAFT. 

Figure 6. Ejection Seat System Sequencing Schematic (Sheet 5) 
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Figure 1. Seat Bucket (25MAH558 or 25MAK559) Removal and Installation (Sheet 2) 
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Figure 1. Aircraft Seat Parachute A/P28S-24 (25MAH578 or 25MAK579)- 
Removal and Installation (Sheet 2) 
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3L SYSTEM OPERATION. 

32. The SAFE/ARMED handle (WP005 03 and 
WP005 04) is set to the ARMED position (sestr 
armed) when the aircraft is ready for fli^t. When 
in the ARMED position, the viable portion of the 
handle is colored with yellow and black markings 
and placarded as ARMED. When in the SAFE 
position, the vimble portion is colored ¥^te and 
placarded as SAFE. 

The emergency escape sequencing system provides 
for canopy jettison and ejection of seats in correct 
sequence. The selection of sequencing is made on 
the ejection selector in the rear cockpit. There are 
three selections: 

a. Normal - When sequence is initiated from 
the cockpit, both seats are ejected with the rear seat 
first. When sequence is initiated from the rear 
cockpit only the rear seat is ejected. 

b. Solo - Selection is used when the rear cockpit 
is not used. 

c. Aft - Both seats are ejected with the rear seat 
first when initiated from cockpit or rear cockpit. 

The ejection sequence starts when the ejection 
control handle is pulled. Upward movement of the 
ejection control handle removes two sears from the 
seat initiator, firing two cartridges within the seat 
initiator. 

33. FIRING SEQUENCE. Ejection seat firing 
sequence (WP005 03) is operated by ballistic gas 
pressure and SMDC explosive stimulus traveling 
through the system. Ballistic gas pressure produced 
by the right cartridge in the ejection seat initiator 
25GPJ501 is routed through the system in the 
sequence listed below: 

a. Actuates the pin puller 25GPJ532. 

b. Fires the inertia reel 25GPH503 cartridge, 

c. Fires the gas to SMDC initiator 25GPJ505 
which: 

(1) Fires the canopy jettison system 
(WP006 00) by way of the one-vmy transfer valve 
20GPK530. 



(2) Activates the IFF switch 78S-K005 
(A1-F18AC.600.100, WP023 00 and WP024 00). 

— dr Fires the 0.30 second delay initiator 
25GPJ529. 

34. Ballistic gas pressure produced by the left 
cartridge in the ejection seat initiator 25GPH501 is 
routed throu^ the system in the sequence listed 
below: 

a. Fires the 0^0 second delay initiator 
26GPH530. 

b. Ballistic gas pressure from either or both 
0.30 second delay initiators 25GPJ529 and 
25GP J530 fires the primaiy cartridge in the 
catapult 25GPH508 by way of the manifold check 
valve 25GPH507. 

c. For CATAPULT FIRING AND INiriAL 
SEAT MOVEMENT, go to paragraph 45. 

35. COCKPIT INITIATED FIRING SEQUENCE 
(NORMAL Selection). Ejection seat firing sequenc 
(WP005 04) is operated by ballistic gas pressure 
and SMDC exploave stimulus traveling through th* 
system. Ballistic gas pressure produced by the ri^t 
cartridge in the cockpit ejection seat initiator 
25GPJ501 is routed throu^ the system in the 
sequence listed below. 

a. Activates the cockpit ejection seat pin puller 
25GPJ532. 

b. Fires the cockpit ejection seat inertia reel 
25GPH503 cartridge. 

c. Fires the cockpit gas to SMDC initiator 
25GPJ505, which: 

(1) Arms the sequencer 25GPK527. 

(2) Fires the canopy jettison system 
(WP007 00), by way of the ejection selector 
25MAL521 (INPUT to NORM) and one-way 
transfer valves 25GPL523 and 25GPL524. 

(3) Fires the 0.40 second delay initiator 
25GPK528. 

(4) Fires the rear cockpit SMDC to gas 
initiator 25GPK517. 



(5) Activates the rear cockpit ejection seat 
pin puller 25GPL533. 

(6) Fires the rear cockpit ejection seat 
inertia reel 25GPK514 cartridge. 

(7) Fires the rear cockpit Section seat 0.S0 
aecond delay initiator 25GPL518. 

(8) Fires the primaiy cartridge in the rear 
cockpit csjection seat catapult 25GFK520 by way of 
the rear cockpit ejection seat manifold check valve 
25GPK519. 

d. At this point in the firing sequence, only the_ 
rear cockpit ejection seat catapult has fired. For 
CATAPULT FIRING AND INITIAL SEAT 
MOVEMENT, go to paragraph 45. For continuation 
of f^ual ejection sequence, go to step e. 

e. Explosive stimulus from the 0.40 second 
delay initiator 25GPK528 fires the 0.30 second 
delay initiator 25GPK526, vrhich by way of the 
sequencer 25GPK527: 

(1) Activate the IFF switch 78S-L005 
(A1-F18AC-600.100, WP023 00 and WP024 00). 

(2) Fires the cockpit SMDC to gas initiator 
25GPH511. 

36. Ballistic gas pressure produced by the left 
cartridge in the cockpit ejection seat initiator 
25GPJ501 is routed through the system in the 
sequence listed below: 

a. Fires the 0.75 second delay initiator 
25GPH510. 

b. Ballistic gas pressure from either or both the 
0.75 second delay initiator 25GPH510 or the SMDC 
to gas initiator 25GPH511 fires the primaiy 
cartridge in the cockpit ejection seat catapult 

25GPH508, by way of the cockpit ejection seat 
manifold check valve 25GPH507. 

c. At this point in the firing sequence both 
catapults have fired. For CATAPULT FIRING 
AND INITIAL SEAT MOVEMENT, go to 
paragraph 45. 

37. REAR COCKPIT INITIATED FIRING SEQUENCE 
(NORMAL Selection). Rear cockpit ejection seat 
firing sequence (WP005 04) is operated by ballistic 
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gas pressure and -SMDC explosive stimulus traveling 
through the eystem. BalUstic gas pressure produced 
by the rig^t cartridge in the rear cockpit ejection 
seatinitiator 25 QPL 512 is routed throu^ the 
system in the sequence listed below: 

a. Actuates the rear cockpit gection seat pin 
puller 256PL538. 

b. Fires the rear coclq}it ejection seat inertia 
reel 256PK614 cartridge. 

c. Fires the 0.80 second delay initiator 
25GPL5ia 

d. Fires the rear cockpit gas to SMDC initiator 
25GPL516, which: 

(1) Fires the canopy jettison system 
(WP007 00), by way of the one-way transfer valve 
25GPL524. 

(2) Fires the 0.40 second delay initiator 
25GPK528. 

(3) Fires the 0.30 second delay initiator 
25GPK526. 

e. At this point in the firing sequence, explosive 
stimulus stops at the sequencer 25GPK527, 
preventing activation of the IFF switch 78S-L005 
and initiation of the cockpit ejection seat. For 
continuation of the firing sequence, go to paragraph 
38. 

38. Ballistic gas pressure produced by the left 
cartridge in the rear cockpit ejection seat initiator 
25GPL512 is routed throu^ the system in the 
sequence listed below: 

a. Fires the 0.30 second delay initiator 
25GPK522. 

b. BaUistic gas pressure from either or both 
0.30 second delay initiators 25GPL518 and 
25GPK522 fu^ the primaiy cartridge in the rear 
cockpit ejection seat catapult 25GPK520, by way of 
the rear cockpit ejection seat manifold check valve 
25GPK519. 
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c. At this point in the firing Biequenc^ only the 
rear cockpit ejection seat catapidt has fired. The 
cockpit ejection seat and IFF switch activation must 
be initiated fi-om the cockpit 

d. For CATAPULT FIRING AND INITIAL 
SEAT MOVEMENT, go to paragraph 45. 

39. COCKPIT INITIATED FIRING SEQUENCE 
(SOLO Selection). Ijjection seat firing sequence 
(WP0C5 04) is operated by ballistic gas pressure 
and SMDC explosive stimulus traveling throu^ the 
system. Ballistic gas pressure produced by the rig^t 
cartridge in the coclq)it ejection seat initiator 
25GPJ501 is routed throu^ the system in the 
sequence Usted below: 

a. Activates the coc^it gection seat pin puller 
25GPJ532. 

b. Fires the coskpit ejection seat inertia reel 
25GPH503 cartridge, 

c. Fires the gas to SMDC initiator 25GPJ505, 
which: 

(1) Arms the sequencer 25GPKS27. 

(2) Fires the canopy jettison system 
(WP007 00), by way of the ejection selector 
25MAL521 (INPUT to SOLO), and the one-way 
transfer valve 25GPK525. 

(3) Fires the 0.30 second delay initiator 
25GPK526. 

(4) Activates the IFF switch 78S-L005 
(Al-FlSAC-eOO-lOO, WP023 00 and WP024 00), by 
way of the sequencer 25GPK527. 

(5) Fires the SMDC to gas initiator 
25GPH511. 

d. At this point in the firing sequence, explosive 
stimulus is prevented from initiating the rear 
cockpit ejection seat by the ejection selector 
25MAL521 and the one-way transfer valve 

• 25GPL524. For continuation of the firing sequence, 
go to paragraph 40. 

40. Ballistic gas pressure produced by the left 
cartridge in the cockpit ejection seat initiator 



-25GPJ601 is routed through the system in the 
sequence Usted below: 

a. Fires the 0.76 second delay initiator 
25GPH510. 

b. Ballistic gas pressure from either or both the 
0.75 second delay initiator 25GPH510 or the SMDC 
to gas initiator 25GPH511 fires the primaxy 
cartridge in the cockpit gection seat catapult 
25GPH508, by way of the coclq)it Section seat 
manifold check valve 25GPH507. 

c. At this point in the firing sequence, only the 
cockpit cataptdt has fired and the IFF switch is 
activated. The rear coclq>it ejection seat remains in 
the aircraft. 

d. For CATAPULT FIRING AND INITIAL 
SEAT MOVEMENT, go to paragraph 45. - .1 

4L COCKPIT INITIATED FIRING SEQUENCE (AFT 
Initiate Selection). Ejection seat firing sequence 
(WP005 04) is operated by ballistic gas pressure 
and SMDC e]q)lodve stimulus traveling through the 
system. Ballistic gas pressure produced by the right 
cartridge in the cockpit ejection seat initiator 
25GP J501 is routed throu^ the system in the 
sequence listed below: 

a. Actuates the cockpit ejection seat pin puller 
25GPJ532. 

b. Fires the cockpit ejection seat inertia reel 
25GPH503 cartridge. 

c. Fires the cockpit gas to SMDC initiator 
25GPJ505, which: 

(1) Arms the sequencer 25GPK527. 

(2) Fires the canopy jettison system 
(WP007 00), by way of the ejection selector 
25MAL521 (INPUT to AFT INITIATE) and the 
one-way transfer valve 25GPL524. 

(3) Fires the 0.40 second delay initiator 
25GPK528. 

(4) Fires the rear cockpit SMDC to gas 
initiator 25GPL517. 



(5) Actuates the rear cockpit ejection s^i 
pin puller 25GPL53S. 

(6) Fires the rear cockpit ejection seat 
inertia reel 25GPK514 cartridge. 

(7) Fires the rear cockpit ejection seat 0.30 
second delay initiator 25GPL518. 

(8) Fires the primazy cartridge in the rear 
cockpit Section seat catapult 25GPK520, by way of 
the rear cockpit ejection seat manifold check valve 
25GPK519. 

d. At this point in the firing sequence, only the 
rear cockpit ejection seat catapult has fired. For 
CATAPULT FIRING AND INITIAL SEAT 
MOVEMENT, go to paragraph 45. For continuation 
of dual ejection sequence, go to step e. 

e. Explosive stimulus from the 0.40 second 
delay initiator 25GPK528 fires the 0.30 second 
delay initiator 25GPK526, which, by way of the 
sequencer 25GPK527, initiates the following: 

(1) Activates the IFF switch 78S.L005 
(A1-F18AC.600-100, WP023 00 and WP024 00). 

(2) Fires the cockpit SMDC to gas initiator 
25GPH511. . 

42. Ballistic gas pressiure produced by the left 
cartridge in the cockpit ejection seat initiator 
25GPJ501 is routed through the eystem in the 
sequence listed below: 

a. Fires the 0.75 second delay initiator 
25GPH510. 

b. Ballistic gas pressure from either or both the 
0.75 second delay initiator 25GPH510 or the SMDC 
to gas initiator 25GPH511, fires the primary 
cartridge in the cockpit ejection seat catapult 
25GPH508, by way of the cockpit ejection seat 
manifold check valve 25GPH507. 

c. At this point in the firing sequence, both 
catapults have fired. For CATAPULT FIRING 
AND INITIAL SEAT MOVEMENT, go to 
paragraph 45. 

43. REAR COCKPIT INITIATED FIRING SEQUENCE 
(AFT Initiate Selection). Ejection seat firing 
sequence (WP005 04) is operated by ballistic gas 
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pressure and SSIDC explosive stimulus traveling 
through the system. Ballistic gas pressure produced 
by the rig^t cartridge in the rear cockpit ejection 
seaHnitiator 25GP19512 is routed through the 
system in the sequence listed below: 

a. Actuates the rear cockpit ejection seat pin 
puUer256PL53S. 

b. Fires the rear cockpit gection seat inertia 
red 256PK514 cartridge. 

c. Fires the 0.30 second delay initiator 
25GPLS1& 

d. Fires the rear cockpit gas to SMDC initiator 
256PL516, ^ch: 

(1) Fires the canopy jettison system 
r\VP007 00), by way of the one-wa}' transfer valve 
25GPL524. 

(2) Fires the 0.40 second delay initiator 
25GPK528. 

(3) Arms the sequencer 25GPK527 (INPUT 
A), by way of the ejection sdector 25MAL521 (AFT 
INITIATE to INPUT). 

(4) Fires the cockpit SMDC to gas initiator 
25GPJ506, which: 

(a) Actuates the cockpit ejection seat 
pin puller 25GPJ532. 

(b) Fires the cockpit ejection seat 
inertia reel 25GPH503 cartridge. 

44. Ballistic gas pressure produced by the left 
cartridge in the rear cockpit ejection seat initiator 
25GPL512 is routed throu^ the system in the 
sequence listed below: 

a. Fires the rear cockpit ejection seat 0.30 
second delay initiator 25GPK522. 

b. Ballistic gas pressure from either or both 
rear cockpit ejection seat 0.30 second delay 
initiators 25GPL518 and 25GPK522 fires the 
primaiy cartridge in the rear cockpit ejection 



seat catapult 25GPK520, by way of the cockpit 
ejection seat manifold check valve 25GPK519. 

c. At this point in the firing sequence, onlyjhe 
rear cockpit ejection seat catapult has fired. For 
CATAPULT FIRING AND INITIAL SEAT 
MOVEMENT, go to paragraph 45. For continuation 
of dual ejection sequence, go to step d. 

d. Explosive stimulus from the 0.40 second 
delay mitiator 25GPK528 is routed through the 
system in the sequence listed below: 

(1) Fires the 0.30 second delay initiator 
25GPK52a . 

(2) Explosive stimulus travels across the 
sequencer 25GPK527, (INPUT B to OUTPUT B). 

(3) Activates the IFF switch 78S.L005 

(Al-FlSAC-eOO-lOO, WP023 00 and WP024 00). 

(4) Fires the cockpit SMDC to gas initiator 
25GPH51L 

(5) Fires the primary cartridge in the 
cockpit ejection seat catapult 25GPH508, by way of 
the cockpit ejection seat manifold check valve 
25GPH507. 

e. At this point in the firing sequence, both 
catapults have fired. For CATAPULT FIRING 
AND INITIAL SEAT MOVEMENT, go to 
paragraph 45. 

45. CATAPULT FIRING AND INITIAL SEAT 
MOVEMENT. 

46. Ballistic gas pressure produced by the catapiilt 
primary cartridge causes the inner and intermediate 
pistons within the catapult to rise (seat attached), 
releasing the top latch mechanism (initial seat 
movement). The secondary cartridges within the 
catapult fire progressively as the rising pistons are 
exposed to the heat and pressure of the primary 
cartridge gas. Progressive firing of the catapult 
secondary cartridges provide a relatively even gas 
pressure during catapiilt extension to prevent 
excessive G- force build up during ejection. 
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-"Wr As the eeat moves upward: 

a. The emergency oxygen system is activated. 

b7 A trip rod withdraws the firing link from the 
drogue gun starting a 0.50 internal timer. 

c. A trip rod withdraws the firing link fi-om the 
time release mechanism. 

d. Aircraft electrical power is disconnected. 

e. Personal services (osgrgen and 
commimication) between seat and aircraft are 
disconnected. ^ 

f. The leg restraint lines are drawn through the 
snubbing imits and restrain the crewmembers legs 
to the seat bucket. When the leg restraint lines 
become taut, the upper portion of the leg restraint 
line shears (by way of a shear ring) firom the "fewer 
portion attached to the floor bracket. Forward 
movement of the lines is prevented by the snubbing 
units, 

g. After 72 inches of catapult extension^ the 
rocket motor initiator is fired by a cable attached tc 
the drogue gun trip rod. Ballistic gas pressure 
produced by the cartridge within the rocket motor 
initiator is routed to a pressure actuated firing 
mechanism located on the rocket motor. The firing 
mechanism fires the rocket motor. Flame and 
pressure ignite the rocket motor propellant grain. 
The thrust of the rocket motor is approximately 
4500 pounds for 0.25 seconds. 

48. SEAT SEPARATION FROM AIRCRAFT. 

49. At 76 inches of catapult extension, the catapult 
inner piston separates from the intermediate piston 
The seat is now clear of aircraft. 

50. The nozzles on one side of the rocket motor 
have a larger port than on the opposite eide. On 
single seat configuration, the nozzle configuration 
causes an angular trsgectoiy to the left of the 
aircraft. On dual seat configuration, the cockpit sea 
trajectoiy is to the rig^t and rear cockpit seat 
trajectoiy is to the left. On dual seat configuration, 
the rear seat will leave the aircraft first. 
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51. The drogue gun primaiy cartridge fires after a 
0.50 second delay, propelling the piston from the 
drogue gun barrel. The inertia of the piston extracts 
the parachute flap closure pin and deploys the 22 
inch controller drogue whidh deploys the 60 inch 
stabilization and retardation drogua The 0.50 
second time delay allows maTrimuin altitude to be 
reached by the time the drogues are fully 
developed. The seat is stabilized and decelerated by 
the drogues, >vfaich are held to the seat by the 
scissor mechaniflm. 

52. If the drogue gun primaiy cartridge fails to fire, 
ballistic gas pressure ^1 pass to the drogue gun 
when the time release mechanism fires. This gas 
drives a firing pin forward, shearing its retaining 
pin, and the secondary drogue gun cartridge is fired 
resulting in drogue deployment. Should both the 
drogue gun primaiy and time release mechanism 
cartridges fail to fire, operation of the MANUAL 
OVERRIDE HANDLE will fire the manual override 
initiator cartridgie, copying the function of the TRM 
and firing the drogue gun secondary cartridge. 

53. An internal altitude sensing barostat prevents 
the time delay mechanism from starting at altitudes 
above 13,000 ± 1,500 feet. The barostat makes sure 
the crewmember is brought rapidly, but controlled, 
down through the upper atmosphere following an 
ejection at high altitude. At altitudes above 7,000 to 
8,500 feet the time delay for deployment of the 
personnel parachute is controlled by an internal 

G- controller which interrupts the timing sequence 
until deceleration force is less than 3G*s. This 
results in lower parachute opening loads in this 
altitude range. At altitudes below 7,000 to 8,500 
feet, the time delay mechanism (1.50 second) starts 
without interruption. After the 1.50 second time 
delay, the time release mechanism cartridge fires 
releasing: 



a. tipper restraint mechanism. 

b. Lower restraint mechanism. 

c. Parachute mechanical lock. 

d. Drogue shackle from the scissor mechanism. 

54. The drogues (now free from the scissor 
mechanism) deploy the personnel parachute. The 
personnel panchutei when fully devdoped, lifts the 
crewmember and the survival kit from the seat 
pulling the sticker dip strap lugs from their clips. 
This makes sure there is no possibility of collision 
between seat and crewmember after separation. The 
radio beacon activates at cfewmember/seat 
separation and a normal parachute descent follows. 

55. While descending in the parachute, the 
crewmember actuate the survival kit handle 
(located on the rear rigjit side) to open the kit 
halves, which allows deployment and automatic 
inflation of the life raft The life raft and survival 
kit items (h^\d 'within an equipment bag) are 
cor>n<:cted by a lanyard to the survival kit lid, 
attached to the crewmember. 

56. On ejection seats after ACC 446, an automatic 
backup method of rdeasing the parachute canopy 
when landing in sea water following an emergency 
ejection is installed. Sea Water Activated Release 
System (SEAWARS) is made up of two releases 
moxmted outboard of the quick release fittings 
connected on the parachute risers. Each release has 
an electronics package (sensor), battery, cartridge 
and canopy release fitting. Submersion in sea water 
activates the sensors, which mechanically release 
the parachute risers from the crewmember's torso 
harness. With SEAWARS installed, the normal 
procedures for connecting and releasing the quick 
release fittings are the same. 
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UKE MANY ANOTHER PILOTS WIFE, JO- 
ANNE SPEICHER WAS TERRIFIED THAT HER 
HUSBAND WOULD DIE IN THE SKIES OVER THE 
GULF. BUT SHE BRUSHED ASIDE HER FEARS— UNTIL 
SHE HEARD THE TERRIBLE NEWS. HERE, THE MOVING 
STORY OF THE FIRST CASUALTY IN OPERATION 
DESERT STORM. BY KATHRYN CASEY 



JoAme Sp^if;.*'H»i hmr:-* in l-r.-r here::; 
a thick brown envetope '•n.! 
smtl'is $omewha^ fcintly o' JHiir: 
sea air and jet Kiel. "It s th« wcy ne 
used to smell when he came home/' 
she soys, talcing a deep breath. 

Inside the envelope ore the personal 
effects of bet- husband Scott, Hie first 
oosuolty of Operation Desert Storm: o 
red nylon waDet with his driveKs li- 
cense, aedit cord and pictures of their 
children, Meghan, four, orKl AAichoel, 
two; a slender gold wedding bond; 
and a pair of gold oviotor^s wings.. 

'1 think moybe Scott knew.., like I 
did," JoAnne says, running her fingers 
gently over (continued on poge 197) 



■ WINGS OF LOVE 

she migHtliave upeet him, and she quickly wrote him 
a reassuring letter. 

Nothing happened during the day of January 15, but 
that night, afte r JoAune tximed on CNN, ahe — like much 
of America— learned that the air war had begun. 
'1 knew right away that Scott would be in the first 
i strike^ she says proudly. "He was so good.** Her fear gave 
j way to excitement as she stayed up until midnight watch- 
I ing eventii unfold. And when another Navy wife called, 
looking frantically for hope, Jo Anne told her« *'Our guys 
axe going to be home soon. I promise.'* 
Her enphoria didn't last long. The next morning, JoAnne 
; heard a TV reporter talking about a dou-ned F-X8. Though 
j she was momentarily shaken, she reassured herself that if 
• it had been Scott's plane, ahe wotxld have been told. On TV, 
t JoAnne recalls, the reporting became more frenzied aa the 
morning wore on. At first the F*18 was referred to as a 
I Navy plane. Minutes later, a television correspondent re* 
I feired to it as a Marine jet. 

1 told myself that no news was good news." JoAoane 
says. T called the other wives in Scott's squadron, and my 
mother and sisters, and said, Don't worry.' " 
) But as JoAxme talked on the phone that afternoon; ahe 
heard a car door close. She looked out the screen 'door 
toward the driveway and saw the admiral of Cecil Field, 
fb.^ local base, the commodore, the commodore's wife and 
the chaplain. The men were in their dress blues. 

They didn't have to say a thing," JoAnne recalls, her 
eyec filling with tears. The first thing I asked was, "How 
did It happen?"' 

Scott's last hours 

For JoAnne, the first few days following the news about 
her husband are a blur. As she had suspected, Scott, the 
first casualty of the war, had been in the conflict's first 
air strike. Sometime after the bombing began, another 
fighter pilot reported seeing an explosion in western Iraq 
near the targets Scott had been assigned to bomb. The 
commodore at Cecil Field later said that it was probably 
Scott's plane being hit by a surface-to-air missile. 

Technically, Scott was listed as missing in action. But 
although the military couldn't rule out the possibility that 
he had comchow miraculously survived, there had been no 
radio contact, and authorities held out virtually no hope. ^ 

Word spread quickly that Scott was the downed F-18 
pilot,* and the Speichers' house began filhng with family 
and friends. One woman, who had lost her first husband in 
a crash seven years earlier, staffed the phone, taking calls 
from reporters and sympathizers. JoAnne sat on the couch, 
somewhat dax«i, and talked with her visitors. Later, they 
would tell her that she had taken the news. well. 

In the midst of her grief, and the near-chaos in her 
house, JoAxme thought of her children. Michael played on 
obliviously, but JoAnne knew she had to talk to Meghan. 

In her daughter's cheerful bedroom, JoAnne asked 
Meghan if ahe understood why the hoiise was filleil with 
people. T^o," the little girl replied. "It's because they have 
to tell me about Daddy/' JoAnne said gently. ''Something 
happened to Dadd/a airplane.** Meghan sat quietly consid- 
ering her mother's words before venturing, "My daddy?" 
*Tup." JoAnne replied. 

"! didn't want him to be scared" 

JoAnne slept uneasily that night In the back of her mind were 
some heartbreaking questions: What were.ScoCt's final mo- 
ments like? Did he know he was going to die? The next 
morning, determined not to break the routine she had estab- 
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continued from poge 135 

the wings, which she gave him lost 
July, when he made lieutenant com- 
mander on hi£ thirty-second birthday. 

The Speichcra' battleship-gray rinch 
house, in Jacksonville, Florida, is 
filled with mementos of Scott's life. 
Books on flying fill the living-room 
shelves, and pictxircs of the sleek 
planes he -flew cover the walls. In the 
VCR, there's a video of Scott splashing 
in the backyard pool, blowing bubbles 
with his two young children. 

^e made it last summer, before he 
shipped out," says JoAnne, thirty-two, a 
slender woman with a crown of brown 
curls. He was worried that Michael was 
so Bxrvall he would forget him." 

What Scott Speicher loved most in 
the world, neict to his family, was fly- 
ing—the rash or adrenaline wken he 
'piloted his F-IS Hornet toward the end 
of the nmway on the massive aittraft 
carrier Saratoga. 

Plying hadn't always been part of 
Scott's career plan; when he met Jo- 
Anne, a marketing student, at Florida 
State University in 1977, he was a 
business mzyor, one year ahead of her. 
But after his first job interview, he 
told JoAnne that a nine-to-five ofi&ce 
job wasn't for him. 

T can't sit behind a desk every day," 
he told her. "I want to fly." Scott had 
never piloted a plane, but since child- 
hood, he'd heard stories from his fa- 
ther, a Worid War II fighter pilot. 

1 was behind him alJ the way,** Jo- 
Anne says. '1 said, *Go for if " 

One month after graduation, he 
was in navd officers' training school 
in Pensacola. Florida. From the begin- 
ning he was an excellent pilot, and 
over the years his superiors singled 
him ou: as an exceptionaJ achiever. 

JoAnn£ and Scott mamed two and a 
half years after he entered the military- 
long enough for him to finish training 
and for her to work for a ^iule as an 
assistant departmentrstore buyer. De- 
spite the couple's happiness, death was 
always a pre6ence; just four days before 
their Na\y wedding at Cecfl Field in 
December 1963. a close firiend died flying 
maneuvers over Ocala National Forest. 

Scott, mindful of the danger he faced, 
habitually made sure his affisurB were in 
order before leaving on deployments, 
which could last seviera] months. 

''If anything happens to me, you 
know what to do?" he'd quiz JoAnne. 
^Yes," shef'd answer. "I hated to get 
into it," she says now. sighing, "^ut it 
was alwavG in the back of your mind." 

Her fears seemed more frighteningly 
plausible than ever after Iraq invaded 
Kuwait la5t August, and the Saratoga 
received orders to head for the Persian 
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Gul£ Watching the news together one 
night before the carrier left, JoAnne 
shuddered slightly and said to her hu^ 
band, "Oh. God, I hope we don't have 
to go to war." 

Scott, reluctant to leave his family 
yet exhilarated at the prospect of put- 
ting into action everything he had 
practiced for the past decade, turned 
to her and said, TIow could you say 
that? That's my job." 

An ordinary good-bye 

August 7, the morning Scott went 
off to war, was like any other in the 
Speicher hotisehold: JoAnne kifified 
him good-bye at the front door, Mi- 
chael and Meghan waved as he drove 
away. 'This was a part of our lives,** 
flhe says. 'It was like a regular day.'*' 

As the months passed, JoAime set- 
tled into her normal routine when 
Scott was gone. She got Meghan ready 
for preschool three mornings a week, 
and on Wednesdays Michael went to a 
baby-sitting program. Mothers' Day 
Out, at a local church. Three times a 
week, JoAnne went to an aerobics 
class with other Navy wives, and 
sometimes on Friday night3 they'd all 
meet at a local restatirant for dinner. 

Ten days after Scott left, his letters 
began arriving. They were scrawled on 
yellow legal paper, and he often signed 



them •^pikc.'' his Navy call name. Al- 
thou^ JoAnne had never before kept 
Scotf c letters, this time ehe filed each 
one lovingly in her top drcaser drawer. 

JoAnne wanted to write him with only 
good news, bat there was one disappoint- 
ment Before Scott left, they had tried to 
conceive their third child. "I had to vs-rite 
and tell him that it hadn't happened." 
she say£. T was disappointed. He was. 
too. Later I felt like there was a reason 
it hadn't happened." 

T)on't worry about it," Scott wrote her 
in reply. -Well do it There's time." 

Tensions in the Gulf escalated that 
fall, and at home JoAnne fough: to 
keep her family life as normal as possi- 
ble. But a few days after Thanksgiving, 
the United Nations Secxirity Council 
passed its historic resolution sanction^ 
iag the use of force if Iraqi troops did 
not leave Kuwait by Januar>» 15. As 
the da>-s ticked away, JoAnne's fear 
became almost overwhelming. 

Her resolution to hide her terror 
from Scott gave way after Christmas, 
when she wrote her husband for the 
nrst time that she was "scared, reallv 
scared." Scott wrote back, "You know 
that I am completely proficient in this 
airplane. I'll be home. I guarantee it." 

"Why did he keep saying that— 'I 
guarantee it'?" JoAnne asks softly 
now. She felt guilty that (contini:ed) 
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Ushod for the children, she drove 
Meghan to preschool. 

Though she continued to be troubled 
by what she didn't know about her 
husband'8 death, on the following 
Sunday— her thir^-eecond birthday— 
JoAnne asked a friend to send a tele- 
pam to Preaident Buah. 1 wanted 
him to know I waan't angry," she says 
now. In the telegram ehe told the 
President that she and Scott "aupport- 
ed you then, and I aupport you now 
with all my heart" 

About a week later, a reply arrived 
from the White House. The two-page 
handwritten letter, signed by the 
President, said, 1 am proud of your 
wonderful husband, and I will never 
forget him. Sometimes God acts in 
strange ways— ways we do not under- 
stand right away.- A separate letter 
from Barbara Bnah added. T know 
, your precious husband would be so 
proud of you." 

In the next few weeks, letters con- 
tmued to arrive from Scott^-the ones 
he'd posted in the days preceding his 
death. Each time oxxe arrived, the 
woman who delivered the mcdl carried 
it to JoAnne's door with tears in her 
eyes. Inside was page after page of yel- 
low legal paper, filled with Scott^s laat 
thoughts. Always, Scott assured her 
that the Sarotogd^ duties wotdd soon 
be over and he would be coming home. 

Though she appeared to be handling 
her loss well, emotionaUy JoAnna was 
numb. Then on a Wednesday night two 
weeks after she'd learned of Scott's 
death, she sat in the living room with a 
friend who seemed determined to make 
JoAnncface her fears and cry. He talked 
with her until two^thirty kM^ when Jo- 
Anne at last admitted that there were 
things she found too horrible to face* T 
didn't want Scott to know. I didnt want 
him to be scared for one second. I didn't 
want him to think, X)h. no, Pm going 
down,'" JoAnne remembers. ''And I 
couldn't bear the thought of having a 
service and having nothing to bury." 

Two day3 later, the brown envelope 
containing Scott Speicher^s most per. 
sonaJ effects arrived Besides his wal- 
let, wedding ring and the gold wings. 
JoAnne found a white envelope dated 
January 16. 1991— the day before 

^itf ^y." JoAnne 

All along I knew that there 
would be one more letter." 

"As 1 sit down to write this letter " 
Scott wrote, things in this part of the 
world seem to grow more intense every 
hour . . . I am more certain that our 
airwmg will be called upon. . . If you 
are reading this letter, it will be for one 
of two reasons; 1) I have decided I need 
to personally share these thoughts 
with you instead of holding them in- 
oide, or 2) Something has happened to 
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I hope it is number one. 
Scott also wrote separate sections for 
Meghan, Michael and JoAnne. Each 
began "I love you." To the children ha 
talked about settinjj goals and pursu- 
ing a good education, being kind to 
each other and putting Gk>d first in 
their lives. 

To JoAnne he wrote, Tou are the 
centerpiece of my life. I have lived 
with you in complete satisfaction. If I 
am gone, learn to love again.** 

Somehow, Scott's letter quieted Jo. 
Anne's demons. Since that day, she 
baa ielt at peace— with his death.' with 
whatever life brings in the years 
ahead. She has also come to terms 
with the way her husband died, reas- 
suring herself that the brilliant light 
m the sky was Scotf s plane instanta- 
neously exploding. She's convinced he 
had no fear, no indication that those 
moments were his last Tm a survi- 
vor. I have to be-J have two kids," she 
says. It's what Scott wanted." 

"My dacW/s In heaven*^ 

Since her husband's death, JoAxme 
has received hundreds of letters from 
strangcTB offering then- condolence 
and their prayers. And the other Navy 
families— her friends and Scott's— 
have formed her closest network of 
eupport. Hicy^re just like m«,- «h« 



aays. TrhoyJre able to act nonnaL Thw 
don't have to worry about not knowing 
what to aay:^ ^ 
^ JoAnne'a LcEOdren, too, seem to be 
slowly growing accustomed to their &- 
thei's abeence. But that does not 
they have forgotten: Michael routinely 

points toward a photo on the living-room 
waU and saya. TDaddy ' And on one 
cent morning, JoAnne asked M^g bfn if 
aha understood that the Saraioga wonld 
return and that the other daddies would 
come home. Meghan answezBd matter. 
of-fiKdy. "But my daddy won't, riait?My 

daddy's m heaven." JoAnne smiled aadly 
at bar daughter and said. Ttaf s xighL* 
c 1 1^' JfAnna says. Tm at peace. I 
feel hke itfs over, and ho is in ibl^ 
place. I would have been angiy if ho died 

m a j»r craah. This was his life, and Scott 
wouHn't have wanted it any other way • 
What wiU ahe say when har chihW 
ask about their father? JoAnne doesn't 
hesitate for a. moment TU tell them 
he was a good man. That he loved 
them very much and he didn't like to 
leave. That he loved his job. be bved 
to fly, he loved his country and ha 

t'Tl^^^ ^ ^b^t he 

had to do. That they should be very 

proud of hun, becauee he's a hero.- ■ 

^^rx Qaxey u a contributing editor 
of Ladt^' Hom4 Journal, 
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of a Fighter Pilot 




By Mark Crispin 
. MUter 

. I * BALTiMORE 

^emember how 
the air war of 
Operation 
Desert Storm 
always 
. looked. or 
sounded, as if John Ford had 
directed 4t7 Day after day, 
U.S. pilots' seemed to pick off 
every enemy jet they aimed 
at; while the Iraqi pilots aN 
• .ways seemed to miss. 
: ."We've destroyed 29 Iraqi 
aircraft —wiih not one air-to- 
air -loss 'on! the part of the 
coalition," .claimed Gen. H. 
Norman Schwarzkopf at a briefing in 
Riyadh on Jan. 30. "The score is 
totally one-sided," President Bush as- 
rferted at a press conference six days 
'later. "In fact (in) every engagement 
in Che air,*the Iraqi planes and pilots 
have gone down." Newspapers and 
televisiori generally parsed along Uils 
version .of events, reporting that no 
allied places had been shot down. 

Eyen a/tep.the war, the^ Pentagon 
;cpntinued. to promote a "totally one- 
•sided?:- air . .victory. "The Iraqi air 
force. nevcr reaUy got into the air," 
dailms a postwar study by the Air 
Eorcc. .'-Those few pilots that did go 
aloft' did not do well." In the Penta- 
gon's final report to Congress. "Con- 
duct of the Persian Gulf War." the 
claim was repealed: "Coaliiion 
planes destroyed 41 Iraqi aircraft and 
helicopters in air-to-air combat with- 
out suffering a confirmed loss to 1 raqi 
aircraft.". 

rBut the air-war was not quite the 
shucout that the U.S. propagandists 
kept extolling. Just hours into Desen 
Storm,- an engagement in the air 
claimed the war's first U.S. casualty: 
XJeuL'Comdr. Michael Scott Speicher, 
killed /when his plane was blown to 
Wis by an^raql MIG-25 — and not, as 
the Pentagon has told the public, by a 
§n)und-to-air TOisslle. 

Early on Jan. 17. 1991, Comdr, Mike 
\nderson was leading Navy Squad- 
"on VFA-51 in the first wave of the 
illied air assaulL The squadron — 
»ased on the aircraft carrier Sarato- 
a in the Red Sea — was headed 
orih-nonheast, at an altitude of 
Dughly 30.000 feeL Because of the 
ature of the mission, each pilot had 
) fly alone. 

When the team was about 40 miles 
xjfh Its targets, the squadron leader 
:cked up an enemy aircraft some 
000 feet above him, and speeding in 
■s direction: **He was going very 




fast,'* Commander Anderson recalled 
in a recent interview. "He was head- 
ed west-southwest and trying to get 
aroimd me." As the two planes surt- 
ed circling each other, the squadron 
leader got a good look at the Iraqi 
plane: "1 gc: a radar contact on him 
first, and then I had a visual contact 
on him. I was very positive it was a 
MlG-25." 

Early in that face-off, Commander 
Anderson asked repeatedly for per- 
mission to shoot '*\ kept calling 
'MIC-25' to the control agencies — to 
the Awacs." he said. Such cautious- 
ness was a strict requirement early 



Were we lied to 
about the gulf wars 
first casualty? 



ark Crispin Miller, professor of me 
a xtudies at the Johns Hopkins^tlht 
nityi, is author o/.the /orthoomJnl . 
^pectxicie:^ Operation, Desert SLorny:: 
:d the Triumph of Ulusiori " '. ' 



in the air war. when the skies were 
filled with coalition aircraft In order 
to avoid "blue-on-blue" encounters 
("friendly fire"), the U.S. Rules of 
Engagement forbade a pilot's shoot- 
ing at another plane without approval 
from the Awacs surveillance radar 
aircraft, whose crew could, theoreti- 
cally, tell the good guys from the bad 
And so, with that MIG right In front of 
hini. Commander Anderson asked to 
be allowed to fire. 

Permission was refused. "They 
didn't sec him." he said. "My control- 
ling Awacs did not see him." 

Why? The Awacs can be foiled by a 
rare phenomenon called the "IX>pp- 
ler notch." When two aircraft are 
flying at or near the same speed and 
in the same general direcUon, both 
planes can vanish from .the Awacs's 
radar screens. Unies^! there was 
some human error, the MIG seems to 
r have been obscured by thl^-'Mnusual 
*; glitch. And sp^with no contirr^ifigb\ip- 
•r- before them,-. the Awacs per^aneTZ ... 
J<3uite. properly — ordered the'lsquad-- 



ron leader not to fire. 
•After three turns, the MIG broke 
away and headed- toward the east. 
Commander .Anderson proceeded on 
his course. A few mintites later., at 
3:52 A.M., he was startled by an in- 
tense flash. The, explosion occurred 
somewhere off to the east — where 
Scott Speicher had been flying. 

In the military, there was little 
question as to how the airman died. 
"The day after he got shot down." 
recalled Capt. Carios Johnson, a na- 
val Intelligence officerr "I told the 
people down here at Cecil Field (in 
Florida) how he got shot down." As 
director of a Navy research group set 
up to analyze U.S. air losses during 
the war, Captain Johnson was imme- 
diately sent all pertinent data from 
the gulf. The group then reconstruct- 
ed the evcni. "Wc were pretty sure at 
the beginning." said Captain Johnson 
in a recent interview. *'Then. by the 
end of the war. wc were pretty much 
able to prove that I the attack | was 
the only logical explanation — other 
than his aircraft disintegrating." 

Captain Johnson deems such "cat- 
astrophic aircraft-failure" unlikely ^ 
nor does anyone believe that the FA- 
18 was hit by anything launched from 
the ground. "There were no missiles 
deployed to the area." Commander 
Anderson noted. "And at- our alti- 
tudes, there was no way that a iriple- 
A round j antiaircraft fire) could 
shoot him down." Nevertheless. Sec- 
retary of Defense Dick Cheney an- 
nounced that a suriace-to-air missile 
had been the likely cause of death. 

A cynic might insist that such offi- 
cial lyin^ is a patriotic duty in war- 
time, for the sake of our morale. 
Whether Just or not, such a rationale 
is now irrelevanL Y/ei the lie lives on. 
Here is the entire official treatment 
of the Incident, as given in the Penta- 
gon's final repprL "Fortunately, all 
but one. plane (an FA-18 froin the 
U.S.S. Saratoga) returned safely." A 
page later, the Speicher episode is 
lufthcr obfuscated* by an upbeat 'de- 
rscriptioh'of 'another event, "a * MIG 
lootdowi 



W^-an F^-18 pilot." VFA'^1, 



from U.S.S. Saratoga.- The 
passage ^ which is anony. 
mous — ends with this suspi- 
cious bellow of cspr.t dc 
corps: -Our relief in having 
successfully compleicd ihe 
strike without loss lo our. 
^as overwhelming." 
why this suppression of the 
facu? The Speicher incident, 
first of all. disproves the cen- 
tral myth of Desert Storm: 
that war had now been made 
predictable — and even safe 
— by high-technology. In this 
case, it was not that things 
were really going wrong, as 
with our futlic air campaign 
against the Scuds. Rather, the 
problem here was that a U.S. 
pilot had died in spite of an 
efficient system. 

"Commander Anderson did what 
was Tight," said one Navy pilot wlio 
spoke on-the condition of anonymity. 
Thisalrnian, who flew in the gulf was 
equally supportive of the Awacs' per- 
sonnel. "The guy controlling the situ- 
ation said, 'No. you don't have enough 
indicators to say that he's Iraqi, so 
don't shoot him.*" the airman re- 
called. "But that kind of thinking 
probably saved thousands of Ameri- 
can lives." Nor had the Awacs mal- 
functioned. As Commander Anderson 
admitted. "I can't change physics 
nor can anybody else. If |the MIGl' 
was in their Doppler notch, they 
couldn't see it. They had no evidence 
a plane was there." 

There also seem to be less con- 
scious motivations at work. Those 
overseeing the gulf war could not face 
thejact that on Iraqi piioi managed 
to kill one of our own and get away 
Some within the military note the 
denial underiying the Speicher inci- 
dcnL "I could never for the life of mc 
figure why people don't want to admit 
that we had an air-to-air loss." won- 
dered one Naval officer, who also 
spoke on the condition of anonymity. 
"But that's really the gist of it. It's 
mostly an ego issue, as far as I'm 
concerned." That refusal to acknowl- 
edge any loss was surely hardened by 
the American perception of Iraqi 
"backwardness" — much as in Viet- 
nam, where U.S. officers likewise 
deemed the enemy too primitive to 
thwart our gleaming weaponry. 

Whatever the reasons for the cov- 
er-up. it slights the bravery of the 
pilots by censoring the dangers that 
they really faced. More important, 
the thick cloud of propaganda that 
was used to sell us Desert Storm 
betrayed the very notion of democra- 
cy, enforcing our wide-eyed support 
by.^kpjpio^ us all in the dark. "His 
people haxe beeii lie^ to — denied the 
inith," President Btish said of Sad- 
\dam Hiisseiri In a speech to Cdn'gress 
^ Ih March 1991. Such systematic lying 
If indeed outrageous. Could It have 
•jiappened here? Q 
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No Name 
-OSl-256 

' " " ABC/jtl 

Office of the Armed Forces Medical Examiner 

Armed Forces Institute of Pathology o^^t. 26 October 1992 

Washington, E.G. 20306-6000 



CONSULTATION REPORT ON CONTRIBUTOR M.Mrr»M*A 



C!AGNCS!S; 

1. Fragiuent of soft tissue measuring 40 x 17 x 2 era., 
reported by Iraqui government to be the remains of 
Michael S. Speicher, an active duty U.S- Naval aviator 
killed during Operation Desert Storm* 

A. Soft tissue fragment. 

B. Hair bearing skin. 

C. No bone tissue noted. 

D. DNA testing shows specimen not to be Michael 
S. Speicher. 

2. Toxicology: No evidence of alcohol or other drugs of 
abuse in submitted specimen. 

This was an onscene investigation conducted by. the staff of the 
Office of the Armed Forces Medical Examiner at the port mortuary, 
Dover AFB, DE. The case has been reviewed and coded as above. 



Arthur C. Burns 
CDR, MC, USN 

Chief Deputy Medical Examiner 
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ENVELOPE 

CDSN = LGX202 MCN = 91142/35967 TOR = 911421931 
PITUZYUW RUEKJCS2167 1A21932-UUUU--RUEALGX. 
ZNR UUUUU 
HEADER 

P 221932Z MAY 91 

FM JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC 

INFO RUCQVAB/USCINCSOC INTEL OPS CEN MACDILL AFB FL 

RUEALGX/SAFE 

P 222122Z MAY 91 ZYB 

FM BUPERS WASHINGTON DC//PERS66// 

TO RHFJSBA/COMLATVING ONE CECIL FIELD FL//JJJ// 

RUEDAKA/DFAS -CLEVELAND CENTER CLEVELAND 0H//643// 

INFO RUEDAKC/NAVFAMALWACT CLEVELAND OH//JJJ// 

RUFRJRS/STRKFITRON EIGHT ONE 

RHFJSCC/COMCARGRU SEVENTEEN 

RHFJSKA/COMCARAIRWING SEVENTEEN 

RUCKNSA/COMNAVBASE CHARLESTON SC//JJJ// 

RHFJSEA/COMSTRKFIGHTWINGSLANT CECIL FIELD FL//00// 

RULYJRS/USS SARATOGA 

RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//OSD-ISA// 
RUHGRPG/COMUSNAVCENT 

RUCJACC/USCINCCENT MACDILL AFB FL//J1// 
RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC//POW-MIA// 
ACCT NA-CRADAA 
BT 

CONTROLS 

UNCLAS //N01771// 
BODY 

SUB J: CHANGE IN CAS UALTY STATU S FROM MIA TO KIA ICO LCDR MICHAEL 

SCOTT SPEICHER, USN, flMMB^M ^ O O 

MSGID/GENADMIN/PERS 663// 

RMKS/ 

1. CASUALTY STATUS ICO LCDR MICHAEL SCOTT SPEICHER, USN.^HMBHHI^ J 

IS CHANGED TO KIA FOR ADMINISTRATIVE PURPOSES ON 22 MAY 1991. ACTUAL 

DATE OF DEATH IS 17 JANUARY 1991. RELEASED BY J' L, GREER// 

ADMIN 

BT 

//2167 
NNNN 
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'I liiA POW/MlA AUIUMAIED DAI A BASf 
PERSONAL INFORMATION SHEET ^ 
for 

SPEICHER, MICHAEL SCOH 



PAGE 1 of 



FIELD. NAMES 



DATA CONTENTS 



EXPLANATION 



MICHAEL scon 



DATE OF ENTRY - 910125 

DATE OF CHANGE = 01/29/91 

INCIDENT NO = 1 

DIA RECORD ID NO. . - SOOOl 

NAME = SPEICHER, 

SSN/SERNO - ■■■■ 

BLOOD CHIT NO. .... . = 0 

RANK =04 

SERVICE = US NAVY 

INCIDENT DATE - 910117 

TIME 

PLACE OF LOSS 

COUNTRY LOSS = IRAQ 

COUNTRY MOVED = N/A 

LATITUDE = 325800N 

LONGITUDE - 0435500E 

UTM 

TYPE OF LOSS = A 

OFF OF SCOPE 

CASUALTY STATUS... = MISSING IN ACTION 

CATEGORY REMARKS.. = N/A 

CATEGORY HISTORY.. = DS9101 

DATE OF BIRTH = 57/07/12 

PLACE OF BIRTH = KANSAS XITY 

HOME OF RECORD. ... = 

SEX = M 

HEIGHT = 71 

WEIGHT =154 

HAIR = BROWN 

EYES = HAZEL 

RACE = CAUCASIAN 

NATIONALITY = US 

UNIT ASSIGNED. .... = VFA-81 

MOS 

TYPE OF VEHICLE... = F/A-18 

VEHICLE CATEGORY.. = ACFT 

VEHICLE NUMBER.... = BU163484 

CREW :t.\ = 



i (yymffldd) 
I (nnnddyy) 



MO 



(yynmdd) 



LOSS LOCATION 
IN GEOGRAPHIC 
COORDINATES 



(YYMMDD) 



PERSONAL INFORMATION SHEET^ 
for" 

SPEICHER. MICHAEL SCOH 
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FIELD NAMES 



DATA CONTENTS 



EXPLANATION 



MARKS / SCARS 

PHOTOS... 

TAPES 

RELEASE DATE 

NEGOT REMARKS 

NEGOTIATIONS HIST. 



NONE 
NONE 



NONE 
NONE 



FOREIGN MEDIA 
SUBJ VOICE BCST 



ACKNOWLEDGE = NONE 



DETAINING POWER... 
ADDITIONAL REMARKS 



MISC-1.. 
SCRFLDl. 
SCRFLD2. 



= UNDETERMINED 

= FAILEDJ'O RETURN FROM STR 
IKE MISSION DURING COMBAT 

ACTION AGAINST IZ. 

ACFT LAUNCHED 084217Z. A 
CFT 401 NOT RETURNED. NO 

FIRM INFO AS TO WHERE/WH 
EN ACR LOST, OR FATE OF 
PILOT. SEARCH INIT 

. lATED. ACTUAL HEIGHT 71. 
7". 



ESTIMATE OF^ GOV POSSIBLY 
US INITIATIVES 



extry data field 
extry data field 
extry data field 



END OF DATA REPORT 




mis roSM CIASSIFZED 



2^ 



ZNFORiaiTIOK FOR THE DEFEKSE IMTELLZGEKCE AGENCY 
FERIA1KIM6 TO OSK MZAs, POHs, and KIVBNR 



KAME (LAST, FIRST MI) (1) 



RANK (1) . 



SSN (1) 



CASUALTY STATQS (1) 
XNCXDENT LOCATION (1) 



ORGANIZATION (1) 



OATE/TIHE OP INCIDENT (1) 



(6). 



COUNTRY m^VED TO (IF jraAZIABLE) 



CIRCUMSTANCES OP INCIDENT (1)^^ ^^""^ 0«%iiZ ^ 

17? rtg^^E. »^is>^<g»ki r^x»A/^ ^^/vM&tfr- 

j7- . — — " ' 



LOSS COORDINATES (1) (GEOORAFSICAL) 



(UTM IF AVAILABLE) 



DATE AND PLACE OF BIRTH (2) 



COLOR HAIR (3) 



COLOR EYES (3) 



HEIGHT (3) 

nun" 

RACE (2) 



^IGHT (3) 



ANY IDENTIFYING REMARKS (TATTOOS, SCARS, ETC.) (3) 



TYPE OF VEHICIJE (1) 



VEHICLE IDENTIFICATION NUMBER (1) 



(1) PERSONNEL CASUALTY REPORT AND PROGRESS REPORTS 

(2) DD FORM 1300 

(3) REPORT OF~MEDICAL EXAM, SF'Br' 
REPORT OF MEDICAL HISTORY, SF 89 

1. Submit this information to DIA/PW-MIA as soon as it l>ecoBes avallabl 
(DIA/PW-MIA, Pentagon, Room 2E230, Washington, DC 20340-S390) . Updato a 

needed. 

2. This form will be classified according to incident location and loss 
coordinates. 



""■""•'fi'BWE"! 
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INQUIRE=D0C13D 
ITEM NO=00332398 
ENVELOPE 

CDSN = LCX361 MCN r 91017/38916 TOR = 910171841» 
PTTUZYUW RUEKJCS5623 017l8iJ2-0lIUU~RUEALGX. 
ZNR UUUUU 
HEADER 

P 171812Z JAN 91 

FM JOINT STAFF WASHIMCTON DC ' 
INFO RUEALGX/SAFE 
P 171557Z JAN 91 
FM FfilS LONDON UK 
TO RUGWAAB/FBIS RESTON VA 
RHDIAAA/480TH RIG LANGLEY AFB VA//INPAR// 
RHEGLAI/OOE LANL INTELLIGENCE DIVISION//IT/STILLMAN// 
?JlEGLLL/iX)E LAWRENCE LIVERMORE LAB//L-389// 
RHEGSNM/SANDIA NATIONAL LABORATORY//9110 PATRICIA NEWMAN// 
RUADJHA/CDR500THMIGP CP ZAMA JA//IAGPD-AS// 
RUADJNA/DET 4 FTD TOEOTA AB JA 
RUCBSAA/USCINCLANT NORFOLK VA//J2// 

RUCEAAM/USSPACECOM INTEL CEN CHEYENNE HTO AFB CO//JSIC// 
RUCIAEA/FTD/SQKR WRIGHT PATTERSON AFB OH 
RUaeWA/CMDT USACMLS FT MCCLELLAN AL//ATZN-CM-CD// 
RUDKMKB/FBIS LONDON DK//BBC// 
RUDHNOP/NAVOPINTCEN SUITLAND MD//MAD-821R// 
RUDMNSC/NAVTECHINTCEN WASHINGTON DC 
RUDMNSC/NAVTECHINTCEN WASHINGTON X//DS313 DOLORES// 

RUEANAT/NASA HQ WASHINGTON DC//F08 CODE LD// 
RUEATAC/CDR USAITAC WASHINGTON I)Cr//AIAIT-KT// 
RUEBHA A /STORAGE CENTER FBIS RESTON VA 
RUEBHHA/USNA ANNAPOLIS MD//LANCES-STUD// 
RUEDGEC/CDR 112TH HI BDE FT DEVENS MA//ATSI-ETP-B-CLP// 
RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//INR/ISD/DC// 
RUEHIA/USIA WASHINGTON DC//F/RLS/M/PT// 
RUEKJCS/DEFINTAGNCY WASH DC 
RUENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC//0P-009Y1// 
RUEOACC/CDR PSYOPGP FT BRAGG NC//ASOF-POG-SB// 
RUE0ACC/CDR6THPSY0PBN FT BRAGG NC//AFVS-POS-DD// 
RUEOAYC/CDR FSTC INTEL CHARLOTTESVILLE VA//IS3// 
RUEORDF/DIR AFMIC FT DETRICK MD//IS// 
RUESPF/FBIS CHIVA CHIVA PM 

RUETIAL/HQ AFIA_FT CEO G MEADE MD//INII FOR BREWER// 
RUETIAV/FT GEO' G MEADE MD/^flMl^ ^X}Z?5~ 
RUETIAV/MPC FT GEO G MEADE MD ^ ^ ^ 

RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLDLU HI 
RUHQIPA/COMIPAC HONOLULU HI 

RUWJBWA/CDR 34TH MI BN GOODFELLOW AFB TX//ATSI-EGF-S3// 
RUWJHRA/CDRUSAISC FT HUACHUGA AZ//ATSI-TD-SF LANGUAGE LAB// 
RUWMLHB/COMDT DLI MONTEREY CA//FLC PMRY/ATFL-SS-R// 
RUWOHEA/NASA JOHNSON SPACE CEN HOUSTON TX//ALICE MARTIN// 
ACCT FBLD-EWDK 
BT 
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CONTROLS 

UNCLAS 7Z/TAB/VIDEX) 

WARNING: FOUO — DUE TO COPYRIGHT OR OTHER RESTRICTIONS, THIS ITEM 
IS INTENDED FOR USE ONLT BY U.S. GOVERNMENT CONSUMERS. 

WARNING: A VIDEOTAPE OF THE NEWSCAST SUMMARIZED BELOW CAN BE ORDERED 
FRCm THE FBIS TV CENTER. VIDEOTAPES MAY BE ORDERED 
DIRECTLY FROM FBIS BY CALLING THE FOLLOWING TOLL-FREE 
NUMBERS: 1^00-542-8660 RPT 1-800-542-8660 AND IN VIRGINIA 
1-800-822-5115. TAPES NOT ORDERED VITHIN 30 DAYS WILL BE 
EnA5£D. 

SERIAL: LD1701 155791 
BODY 

PASS: ATTN TV CENTER 

COPY TO MOD (2), LIAISON (3) 

COUNTRY: FRANCE .1 
SUBJ: TELEVISION PROGRAM SUMMARY 171200: PAR 91-032 

sounrr: parts /jrrEKi^E-z television KEryopj: ik frs:ch i2qo G-rr it 

JAN 91 

TEXT: 

//({RECEPTION: GOOD)) 

NEWS {(WHOLE BULLETIN TO BE DEVOTED TO GULF EVENTS)) 

1. (0000) AIR ATTACKS LAUNCIED BY "ALLIED FORCES ON IRAQ: REPORT 
OVER VIDEO SHOWING AIRPLANES TAKING OFF FROM RIYADH, FITZWATER ON 
CNN, BUSH ON TV, CNN FOOTAGE, CHENEY STATEMENT, SADDAM RADIO ADDRESS 
CITED. 

2. (04^11) ATTACK LAUNCHED LATER IN KUWAIT: REPORT OVER U.S. POOL 
VIDEO; CNN, BBC, RADIO BAGHDAD CITED, 12 FRENCH JAGUARS TOOK PART 

AND FOUR WERE HIT, ONE PILOT SLIGHTLY INJURED. ^^f^ 

3. (0618) U.S. TV VIDEO INTERVIEWING U.S. PILOTS AFTER THEIR V^.* 
MISSIONS. / Pilih *• 

(0812) STUDIO REPORTER REVIEWS NEWS: IRNA SAYS U.S. PLANE ^ . 

DOWNED. PILOT EJE CTED; BRITISH TORNAX REPORTED MISSING; SAUDI OIL ^2 I^f-'hs^ 
PLATFORMS REPORTEDLY HIT BY IRAQIS; IN/TSaYS SADDAM SEEN IN STREETS T^^^^e/^^i 
OF BAGHDAD. (NO VIDEO) e/c^^^^. 

5. (0941) CORRESPONDENT DERDA PHONE DISPATCH FROM SAUDI-KUWAIT S" ■ ' 
BORDER TOWN WHICH IS DESERTED, NO GROUND FICHTING EVIDENT, HE SAYS. 

6. (1131) NEWS FROM IRAQ: IRAQI AIR FORCE DID NOT RESPOND TO 
ATTACK, BAGHDAD RADIO SAID 14 WESTERN PLANES SHOT DOWN. (NO VIDEO) 

7. (1150) AUDIO DISPATCH FROM CNN CORRESPONDENT IN BAGHDAD 
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PACE:0188 

(VOICE IN ENGLISH WITH FRENCH TRANSLATION) ON DAMAGE THERE. 

8. (1^106) VIDEO REPORT ON aECTRONIC ASPECT OF GULF WARFARE: 
CLIPS SHOWN OF RADAR, SURVEILLANCE PLANES. 

9. (1613) GEN PESSIDOUS IN THE STUDIO COMMENTS IN GENERAL TERMS 
ABOUT THE FIRST PHASE OF THE OFFENSIVE. 

10. (1740) VIDEO REPORT FROM DHAHRAN ON HOOD THERE AMONG 
PRESSMEN AND THE POPULATION. 

It. (2020) VIDEO REPORT FROM NEW YORE ON REACTIONS ORDINARY 
AMERICANS. 

12. (2226) VIDEO REPORT FROM RIYADH CORRESPONDENT ABOUT THE 
REACTIONS OF THE SAUDI POPULATION. 

13. (24i(6) CAUTIOUS OPTIMISM IK ISRAEL: REPORT OVER VIDEO FROM • 
JERUSALEM CORRESPONDENT INCLUDING CLIP OF PALESTINIAN OFFICIAL 
FAYSAL AL-HUSAYK. 

in. (26iJ2) REPORT OVER VIDEO FROH TEL AVIV ON RELIEF FELT THERE 
BY LOCAL PEOPLE WHO ARE INTERVIEWED. 

15. (2910) BOMBING REPORTED TO HAVE RESUMED IN BAGHDAD* CNN 
CORRESPONDENT REPORTS (NO VIDEO): KINGS SAYS SOME IRAQIS HAVE 
SURRENDERED: CLIP OF KING. 

16. (3022) ANXIETY IN AMMAN uJtEPORT OVER VIDEO OF STREET SCENES 
AND INTERVIEWING PEOPLE AT HQHE^ 

17. (3227) PLO IN TUNIS CALLS ON ARABS TO OPPOSE U.S. AND 
EUROPEAN AGGRESSION: VIDEO DISPATCH FROM CORRESPONDENT, ALSO AUDIO 
INTERVIEW (VOICE IN ENGLISH WITH FRENCH TRANSLATION WITH ABU 
SHARIF.) 

18 (3*»^2) IRAQI PLANE SHOT DOWN, CORRESPONDENT IN STUDIO REPORTS. 

19. (3511) CHEVENEMENT GAVE NEWS CONFERENCE ABOUT FRENCH MISSION 
IN KUWAIT: VIDEO EXCERPT. 

20. (3645) VIDEO REPORT ON FRENCH PLANES USED IN THIS MORNING" 
MISSION. _^ 

21. (3757) STUDIO COMMENTATOR RACHID ARHAB EXPLAINS THAT FRENCH 
PLANES WERE UNDER U.S. COMMAND; CHEVENEMENT CLARIFICATION NOTED. 

22. (3915) VIDEO REPORT FROM VALENCE ON MORALE AMONG FAMILIES OF 
THOSE FIGHTING IN THE GULF. 

23- (4055) HELPLINE SET UP FOR FAMILIES OF SERVICEMEN: NUMBER 
GIVEN. 
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PACE:0189 

21. (iin6) CRISIS UNIT HAS ENDED MEETIKC AT ELYSEE, BRIEF QUOTE 
OP DUMAS (NO VIDEO). 

25. (4200) VIDEO DISPATCH FROM LONDON CORRESPONDENT WITH aiP OF 
MAJOR, STREET INTERVIEWS ON GULF EVENTS. 

26. (4341) GORBACHEV SAID HE TRIED LAST DEMARCHE TO AVOID WAR. 
(NO VIDEO) 

27. (4400) VIDEO DISPATCH FROM ALGERIA ON MOOD THERE AND NOTING 
THAT FRENCH ESTABLISHMENTS HAVE BEEN CLOSED. 

28. (4544) STUDIO DISCUSSION WITH COMMENTATOR SEBAG AND CHEMICAL 
WEAPONS EXPERT COLONEL MEYER. 

29. (5031) SECURITY STEPPED UP IN FRANCE: VIDEO REPORT SHOWING 
POLICE CHECKS AND INTERVIEWING AN OFFICIAL OF THE AIR AND BORDER 
POLICE. 

30. (5300) REACTIONS IN FRANCE. FROM POLITICAL FIGURES. 

31- (5500) SOCIALIST PARTY SANCTIONS 12 KE.MBSRS FOR OPPOSING 
FRENCH POLICY IN GULF. (NO VIDEO) 

32. (5519) VIDEO REPORT ON REACTIONS ON WORLD OIL MARKETS TO 
GULF EVENTS. 

33. (5712) STOCK EXCHANGE: VIDEO REPORT. 

34. (5818) ANTENNE-2 WILL CONTINUE BROAD COVERAGE OF GULF EVENTS 
TODAY. SPECIAL EDITION MAGAZINE WILL BE DEVOTED TO GULF CRISIS 
TONIGHT. 

GERMANOS/PG 17/1804Z JAN 

ADMIN 

BT 

^5623 
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ENVELOPE 

CDSN = LGX202 MCN = 91142/3596^ TOR = 911421931 
PTTUZYUW RUEKJCS2167 1421932-UUUU— RUEALGX. 
ZNR UUUUU 
HEADER 

P 221932Z MAY 91 

FH JOIKT STAFF WASHINGTON DC 

INFO RUCQVAfi/USCINCSOC INTEL OPS CEN HACDILL AFB FL 

RUEALGX/SAFE 

P 222122Z MAY 91 Z7B 

FM BUFERS WASHINGTON DC//PERS66// 

TO RHFJSBA/COMLAIVING ONE CECIL FIEU) FL//JJJ// 

RUEDAKA/DFAS-CLEVELAND CENTER CIEVELAKD 0H//643// 

INFO RUEDAKC/NAVFAtlALMACT CLEVELAND QH//JJJ// 

RufKjilS/STRKFITRON EIGHT ONE 

RHFJSCC/C0HCAR6RU SEVENTEEN 

RHFJSKA/COHCARAIRWING SEVENTEEN 

RUCKNSA/COMNAVBASE CHARLESTON SC//JJJ// 

RHFJSEA/C0MSTRKFI6KIVINGSLANT CECIL FIEU) FL//00// 

RULYJRS/USS SARATOGA 

RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//OSD-ISA// 
RUH6RP6/C0HUSNAVCENT 

KUCJACC/USCIKCCENT KI.CD1LL ATE FL//J1// 
RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC//POW-MIA// 
ACCT NA-CRADAA 
BT 

CONTROLS 

UNCLAS //N01771// 
BODY 

SUB J: CHANGE IN CAS UALTY STAT US FROM {I^A TO KIA ICO LCDR MICHAEL 
scon SPEICHER. USN. aBHi^M*^/ L)^4,N 
MSGID/GENADMIN/PERS 663// 
RMKS/ 

1. CASUALTY STATUS ICO LCOR MICHAEL SCOTT SPEICHER. USN,^BHH1^ J Cfe 

IS CHANGED TO KIA FOR ADMINISTRATIVE PURPOSES ON 22 MAY 1991. ACTUAL 
DATE OF DEATH IS 17 JANUARY 1991. RELEASED BY J' L. GREER// 

ADMIN 
BT 

#2167 
NNNN 



UNCLASSIFIED 



TELECOPIER THONSMISSIOM COUER SHEET 
NRURL RIR UIRRFRRE CENTER 
FLEET SUPPORT BRRNCH (COOE CS244) 
CHINR LRKE, CR 93555 



^ Naval Atr Warfare Canter 
Waapona Dlvtalon 




China Uka, CA 93555 



Bruce W, Trenholm 

PARACHUTE FlfET aUPPORT BRANOH 
ACCtOEHT INVesnQATOR 
SODS 03244 

COMM: (618) 836*0803 

P9^i: 4^7*0803 FAX:(ei8)838<6684 



TO 

CODE- 



CPMMEBCIflL PHONE' t^-Sll^ 
FACSIMILE PHONE- 'X:)Sfu Z-^r- Hq^'5> 

flDDITIONHL INFDHMflTIDN 




DEPARTMENT OF. THE NAVY 

NAVAL AIR WARFARE CCNTf R 
WEAPONS OIVIStON 
CHINA LAKEi CALIFORNIA 9SSSS4001 



•NRIPLY REFER TO- 

13512 

C3244(Code463000D) 
7 Sep 94 

Prom: Bruce W. Trenholm, Naval Atf Warfare Center Weapons Division 
(C3244(Code463000D)), China Lake CA , . 

Subj: PRELIMINARY ACTION EVENT ANALYSIS REPORT OF F/A-18 MISHAP 
1. /Approach ^ — — 

a. The key factors utilized to evaluate fhe ejection event are the location of the 
aurcraft canopy, the type of seat utilized, and the occupant size. TWs analysis was of 
the SJU-5 ejection seat with a 95 percentile (for weight) occupant 

b. The location of the aircrsft impact site is less crudra since the airaaft lift 
surfaces may divert ite flight path away from tiie original couise and heading after 
the ejection event. The canopy, on the other hand, has a more predictable tniiectorv 
based on the ejection airspeed, and it generally maintains the original aircraft 
headmg at the point of ejection. . 

c Ejection system test data was used to establish ti\e canopy travel distance vs 
airspeed. These tests were condudfed at the Supersonic Naval Ordnance Research ' 
Track (SNORT) fadUty at China Lake, CA. The trajectory was measured from the 
film analysis, and it was available in the service release test report from the STU-5 

seat. ^ 

d. Knowing the canopy travel distance from this test data, the point in space 
from which the seat ejected could be predicted, given an initially assumed airspeed 
and altitude. For this analysis, the airspeed varied from 100 to 500 knots, and Sie 
altitude varied from 5000 ft to 25000 ft. For these various conditions, the seat 
trajectory was predicted using a six degree of freedom computer model 



2. Results (SEE TABLE I - ANALYSIS RESULTS) 

3. Ejection Simulation Program 



a. The following sections describe the ejection seat model in greater detail 

The six degree of freedom computer model for ejection seats was adapted for 
he specific apphcation of the SJU-5 ejection seat series. The model appUes the forcw 
to the seat and man model m accordance with eadi of the major ejertion phases. 
Figure 1 illustrates the coordinate systems used for the model The phases of 
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Subj: PRELIMINARY EJECTION EVENT ANALYSIS REPORT OF F/A-18 MISHAP 

aerodynamic loading/drogue deceleration phase/ and (d) the recovery parachute 
phase. The model utilizes numerical integration at very small time steps (.001 sec) 
to evaluate tiie forces and moments applied to the seat and occupant in order to 
obtain incremental changes in displacement and orientation. 




FtgunI: Coordinate SystsntsM^stnadatanpngran. 

$ • . 

1 

The locations of all eeat components were established In the Seat Coordinate 
System (SCS). The applied forces and moments were then transformed to the center 
of gravity of the seat/ occupant. ^ nximerical integration was then computed about 
the center of gravity within the seat coordinate sjrstem. In this way, incremental 
deflections and rotations were of the appropriate magnitude. 

b. Catapult Loading 

The catapult loading was applied to the ejection seat through thrust-time 
tables, knowing the point of application and thrust vector. The thrust*time data was 
foimd experimentally by the b\dian Head Division, Naval Surface Warfare Center 
(IHD/NSWC) through the use of a thrust stand. The catapult loading is dependent 
upon the ejected mass. 

c Rocket Motor Loading 

The rocket motor loading was applied to the ejection seat via thrust-time 
tables, knowing the point of application and thrust vector.'' TWs point of application 
and angle varies according to the seiat orientation. The thrust-time data was fotmd 
experimentally utilizing a thrust stand such as those available at the Indian Head 
Diviflion, Naval Surface Warfare Center (IHD/NSWC). The rocket motor loading is 
not dependent upon the ejected mass. The analysis utilized the nozzle orientation 
of the seat in the full down position. 

cconiiT 

2 



Subj: PREUMINARyEJEe^ib^^M^^^f ANALYSIS REPORT OF F/A-^^ 

d Aerodynamic Loading 

Free stream aerodynamic coefficients of ejection seat platforms have been 
obtained through wind tunnel facilities. This data, of course, varied with lUne 
airspeed (Mach ntrniber), air density, and the seat orientation to the wxnd.«tream 
(pitch and sideslip angles). 7h« restdting data matrix was used for the simulation 
model. At any orientation, the aerodjmamic forces and moments were transformed 
to the seat center of gravity. 

At high speeds, the aerodynamics of tiie aircraft grea^ effects the seat 
coe.f?icient8, particularly in pitch. This effect was shown to be fxmction of the 
separation distance from the aircraft. The trajectory simulation program utilized 
midtiple aerodynaxxuc tables in order to modd this phase of escape. 

The importance of ttie aircraft proximity is that is placed a great deal of 
dcHiind on the seat stability system. Immediately upon rail separation, aircraft 
proximity effected the stability of the seat system. The de^tabllizatlon increases 
greatly with ejection speed. Seat systems whidi utilize a deployable means of 
stability are ineffective at this initial stage. By modeling the aircraft proximity 
effects, the robustness of the stability system can be evaluated. 

e. Drogue Deceleration Phase ^ 

The SJU-5 system utilizes a single lanyard drogue configuration, attached at 
the top of the head box via a shackle release mechanism. The purpose of tiie drogue 
is to reduce the seat velocity and to align the seat before parachute deployment. The 
seat was designed to deploy the drogue 05 seconds after seat initiation. The timing 
of the simulation drogue iiiflation reflects actual sled track test data. 

f. Recovery Loading Phase 

The SJU-5 system deploys the main parachute at 1.5 seconds after seat 
initiation. The loads applied by the recovery system depended upon the parachute . 
attachment point, the drag characteristics, and the projected diameter. Empirical 
data derived from full system test evaluations at the sled track established the time 
reqvured for deployment. The parachute deployment was divided into two phases 
(1) deployment to line stretch, and (2) line stretch to first full inflation. 



I — 

4. 1 Summary 

a. The ejection analysis and simulation model has been used extensively over 
^.^he past few years to enhance the investigator's understanding of an ejection event 
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Subj: PRELIMINARY EJECTION EVENT ANALYSIS REPORT OF F/A-18 MISHAP 
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Subj: 



PRELIMINARY EJECTlOM iV|Nt AiSlALYSIS REPORT OF P/A-18 MISHAP 



5. If further information is reqiiired, please contact me at Naval Air Warfare Center 
Weapons Division (C3244(Code 463000D)), DSN 437-0803 or commercial 619-939- 

.0803. 




AIRCRAFT COMBAT LOSSES 

<„, seven Nav. ...^ »e« -'^"^^^ -^^^1^^"^^^^^^^^ 

„. Ta>ilp 5-12 summanzes each inadent. ine louowuig 

S el i!^d»t oWnatin. f.o. the Bed Sea and .He Pe«.an G»lf. 



Table 5-12. Aircrall combat loss/damage summary 



17 Jan 
IB Jan 
21 Jan 

2 Feb 

11 Fob 



2300 
1851 
CfBtTT" 

1115 

1410 



A.6 
A-6 
F-14 

A-6 

A-6 



SBratoga 
Ranger 



Roosevelt 
Roosevelt 



Evt 


Location 


Causo 


Loss 
Loss 


3300N/04220E 
3306N/03941E 


Unk 

SAM/ 

AAA 


Dmgd 
Loss 
— Loss 


3256N/0394SE 
2958N/0475BE 
3330N/04200E 


SAM 

Unk 

SAM 


Loss 


2927N/04814E 


Unk 


Dmgd 


2930N/04825E 


AAA 



1. Outcome rcHecls status as ol 2B Feb 91 
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Red Sea Battle Force 

(U) Four aircraft from the Red Sea carriers were lost due to enemy fire during the 
first few days of Desert Storm— all fi.-om Saratoga. Three of these aircraft crashed, 
aj-.d the remaining aircraft diverted to Al Jouf. This fourth aircraft was considered a 
loss because it was unflyable and beyond repair. The following paragraphs describe 
the reconstruction results of each aircraft loss. 
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V CON|^ieRflAL 



ENVELOPE 

CDSN = LGX273 MCN = 91109/39358 TOR « 911092000 
OTTCZYUV RUEKJCS3275 1092000-CCCC— RUEAL6X. 
ZNY CCCCC 
HEADER 

0 192000Z APR 91 
FM JOIWr STAFF WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUEAL6X/SAFE ) ^ 

B :'1919i36Z APR: 91 ZYB ZEF-1 " 
f'FM COMKAVmiFERSCCXI VASEINGI0H.I)C//NIIPC66// 
TO RHIPAAA/USCINCCENT//CCJ1// 
INFO RUH60AA/C0HUSNAVCENT 
RHIPAAA/NAVCENT RIYADH SA//JJJ// 
RHSIKMC/SOCCENT FWD//J1// 
RUEKJCS /DIA WASHINCTOW DC//POW-MIA// 
RUEBEJA/USAT PORT KOKITJART DOVER AFB DE//JJJ// 
KhIUFAA/CO!rJSCSNrAF//DP/ JRCC/ / 
ACCT NA-CRADAA 
BT 

CONTROLS 

C 0 I A L //N01770// 

BODY 



PAGE: 0010 




SUBJ: CASUALTY STATUS 
MSGID/GENADMIN/NMPC 663// 
REF/A/RMG/USCINCCENr/181100ZAPR91// 

REF/B/RMG/COMNAVMILPERSCOM WASHINGTON DC/112121ZAPR91/-/N0TAL// 
REF/C/RMG/COMNAVMILPERSCOM WASHINGTON DC/232121ZMAR91/-/N0TAL// 
RMKS/1- AS REQUESTED BY RET A FOLLOWING CASUALTY STATUS 

APPLIES: ^ 

MIA 

m. STATUS 

m, STATUS 

KIA, STATUS 



?LCTg2 MICHAEL' SPEICHER"^ 
' LfPATRICK CONN^"~J^ " 



CHANGED 11 APR, 
CHANGED 23 MAR, 
.CHANGED 23 MAR, 
ilS ALSO MIA. 



REPORTED BY REF B 
REPORTED BY REF C 
REPORTED BY REF C 
HIS NAME IS NOT 



-^LT WILLIAM COSTEN 
LT CH ARLE5, TURNER j 
.2. ricDR BARRY COOKE, 

CONTAINEETTN REF A NOR HAS HIS NAME BEEN ASSOCIATED WITH SHIPMENT OF 

ANY REMAINS. 

3 . NO STATUS CHANGE FOR 

THIS TIME. RELEASED BY J. L. 
ADMIN 
BT 



LCDRS SPEICHER 
GREER// 



AND^^OOK^ 



ANTICIPAIED AT 



#3275 
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con: 



CONFIlA'iAL 



AIMFULL 

TO : DIROSDM 
FROM : DITRAJB 
SUBJECT: 191135ZAPR912980 
DOCUMENT SENT ON 04/19/91 
ENVELOPE 

CDSN = LGX537 MCN = 91109/21258 TOR = 911091144 
PTTCZYUU RUEKJCS2980 1091145-CCCC— RUEALGX. 

ZNY CCCCC • - J- 

HEADER - y-v C-*^r* 

P 19114SZ APR 91 ^*f7 ^* 

FM JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC "''^ 

INFO RUEALGX/SAFE 

P R 191135Z APR 91 

FM 0SCINCCENT//CCJ1// 

TO RHURMPC/HQ AFMPC RANDOLPH AFB' TK/ /DfHCkC/ / 
RUEACNP/COMNAVMILPERSCOM WASHINGTON DC//66// 
INTO RUEFJCS/ JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC//J1/J5// 
RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC//POW-MIA// 
RHIOFAA/COMUSCENTAr//DP// 
RHIUFAA/COMUSCENTAF//JRCC// 
F.UHG0AA/C0MUSNAVCEKT//N1// 

ROCJACC/USCENTCOM REAR MACDILL AFB FLZ/CCJl// 
ZEN/NAVCENT RIYADH SA// 

BT ■ . . 

CONTROLS 

C 0 KT^^00t^T I A L 

minimHWwSsidered ■ 

BODY *i 

MSGID/SYS.RRM// 

AMPN/MIA CASUALTY STATUS// 

RMKS/1. effective 200001Z APRIL 91, THE USCENTCOM JOINT CASUALTY 
RESOLUTION FUNCTION WILL REVERT TO: USCENTCOM Jl, MACDILL AFB FL. 
REQUEST ADDRESSEES MAKE WIDEST DISSEMINATION TO APPROPRIATE AGENCIES 
AND ESURE THAT. THIS PLAD IS UTILIZED TO KEEP USCENTCOM AWARE OF 
CASUALTY STATUS CHANGES. 
2. THE FOIJOWING C^ES ARE STILL OPEN: 

LCDR :sraiCHER,JfiCDR COOKE^Sl » 
THE FOLLOWING CASESTI^VE HAD RECENT DEVELOPMENTS WEICE MAY 
NECESSITATE A STATUS CHANCE: 



fUSAF: MAJ KORITZ, MAJ HOLLAND, CAPT PHILUS , i 

QJSN: LT COSTEN, LT TURNER, LT CONNOR — 



3. POC AT MACDILL AFB IS MAJ BAGLEY, DSN 968-6621.// 

ADMIN • ' - 

DECL/OADR// 

CLOSTEXT// 

BT 

//2980 
NNNN 



CONT 




PAGE: 0009 
ENVELOPE 

COSN = HCN = 91092/00586 TOR = 910920021 

PTTSZYUW RUEKJCS7381 092002 1-SSSS~RUEALCX. 
ZNY SSSSS 
HEADER 

P 0200212 APR 91 ^^^^ 
FM JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC 'r 
INFO RUFGAID/USEUCOH AIDES VAIHINGEN C£ 
RUEKCCG/USDP-CCC WASHINGTON DC ' 
RUETIAQ/MPCFTGEORGEGMEADEMD 
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHINGTON DC 
RUEHC /SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC 
RUCQVAB/USCIHCSOC INTEL OPS CEN HACDILL AFB FL 
RHEPAAB/TAC IDHS LANGLEY AFB VA//IDKS// 
RUFTAKA/USA INTEL CENTER HEIDELBERG GE 
RUFTAKC/ODITDUSAREUR HEIDELBERG GE 
RUDOGHA/USNMR SHAPE BE//SURVEY// 
RUEALGX/SAFE 
P 011105Z APR 91 

FM CTG ONE S12 EIGHT PT ZERO//00// 

TO kl/EKJCS/ JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC//0CJCS-PK-HIA/J5// 
RHEHAAA/HA7I0UAL SECURITY COUNCIL WASHIKGTON TC/Z^SS/ 
RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHINGTON DC/ZOASD-ISA/PW-MIA// 
RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC//POW-MIA// 
RUENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC//OP092/OP01/0P05/OP06/OP07// 
RUEACHC/CHC WASHINGTON DC//JJJ// 
RUCBSAA/USCINCLANT NORFOLK VA//J2// 
RUCBSAA/CINCLANTFLT NORFOLK VA//N2// 
SHIPAAA/USCINCCENT//CCJ2// ^ 
RHIHDAA/C0MS0CCENT//J2// 
RUEOFAA/COMJSOC FT BRAGG NC//J2// 
RUCJACC/USCENTCOM REAR MACDILL AFB FL//J2// 
RUEADWD/HQ DA OSCAR WASHINGTON DC//JJJ// 
RUEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON DC 
RULKNIS/COMMISCOM WASHINGTON DC//22// 
RUCOAIR/GOMNAVAIRLANT DATA NORFOLK VA//20// 
RUHGOAA/COMUSNAVCENT//JJJ// 
RUWFMAA/COMNAVAIRPAC DATA SAN DIEGO CA//N2// 
RUEKJCS/OASD WASHINGTON DC//FM-P (Pl-A-LLP)// 
RUKGNBA/HQ AFIA FT BELVOIR VA//INU// 
RUDMCTF/CTF ONE SIX EIGHT/ /CTF-HO/CTF-HR/CTF-HP// 
RUEADWD/DA WASHINGTON DC//DAHI// 
RUDMNIC/COMNAVINTCOM WASHINGTON DC//00// 
RUDMNOP/NAVOFIKTCEN SUITLAND KD/ZSPEAR/f 
BT 

CONTROLS 

^^^^pE T L^p^ //N0380O// 

THIS IS AN OPERATION YELLOW RIBBON REPORT. RELEASABLE BY SER7ICE 
CASUALTY DIVISIONS ONLY. FOR YELLOW RIBBON ACTION OFFICERS ONLY. 
SERIAL: (U) IIR 5 300 0237 90. 
BODY 

COUNTRY: (U) IRAQ (IZ). 




^ PAGE:0010 
SUBJ: (U) IIR 5 300 0237 91 /PRISOWER OF WAR REPORT - DESERT 

STORM (U). 

WARKING: (U) THIS IS AN INFORMATION REPORT, NOT FINALLY EVALUATED 
INTELLIGENCE. REPORT CLASSIFIED S E C R E T/WNINTEL/NOFORN. 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

DOI: (U) 91030iJ. 

REQS: (U) T-8C2-2650-01; HQ AF/INU DEBRIEFING GUIDE. 

SOURCE: K^mum) //OTS 5300-0091-91// IS A U.S. NAVY F14A(PLUS) 

RADAR INTERCEPT OFFICER (RIO) NHO WAS SHOT DOWN OVER IRAQ ON 21 

JANUARY 1991 AND HE LD AS A PRISONER OF WAR (POW). 

SUMMARY: (MRHB) THIS REPORT PROVIDES INFORMATION ON A COMMENT 

MADE BY AN IRAQI INTERROGATOR CONCERNING THE STATUS OF A U.S. NAVY 

Fi8 PILOT. 

TEXT: 1. (MMMi^ INTERROGATOR COMMENT ON USS SARATOGA LOSSES. 
AT ONE OF SOURCE'S INTERROGATIONS, SOURCE WAS TOLD A-F18 PILOT OFF 
USS SARATOGA WAS DEAD (NFI). (FIELD COMMENT— THIS HAY CORRELATE TO 
LIEUTENANT COMMANDER SPEICHER, USN. SOORCE DOES NOT RECALL WHICH 
INTERROGATOR, NOR AT WHICH SITE AND SESSION THIS COMMENT HAS MADE. ) 
THE COMMENT WAS HADE IN THE CONTEIT OF AN ATTEMPT TO ELICIT 
INFORMATION CONCERNING AIRtfING PERSONNEL. SOURCE WAS ASm) IF USS 
SARATOGA LOST ANY AIRCRAFT. SOURCE SAID YES, A FIB AND AN A6. 
SOURCE WAS ASKED IF HE EKEW TEE PILOT OF THE F18. SOORCE REPLIED 
NO. THE INTERROGATOR WAS UPSET, AS RE BELIEVED THE AIRWING WAS A 
TIGHT-KNIT FAMILY AND SOURCE SHOULD KNOW THE PILOT. THE 
INTERROGATOR STJ-TED, "WELL, HE'S DEAD." SOURCE WAS GIVEN NO 
SUBSTANTIVE INFORMATION. (FIELD COMMENT—IN RETROSPECT, BASED ON 
THE INTERROGATION'S SUPERFICIALITY AND THE WIDESPREAD PUBLICATION OF 
LCDR SPEICHER 'S STATUS, SOURCE BELIEVES THE INTERROGATOR OBTAINED 
THE INFORMATION FROM THE PRESS. )^ 

COMMENTS: (U) THIS IS THE FOURTH' IN A SERIES OF REPORTS WHICH 
ADDRESSES ISSUES DISCUSSED IN THE HQ AF/INU DEBRIEFING GUIDE. 
//IPSP: \U) PG1100//. 
//COMSOBJ: (U) 111//. 
ADMIN 

PROJ: (U) 503100. 

INSTR: (U) U.S. NO. 

PREP: (U) HENRY CORSCADDEN, LCDR, USNR, TG 168. 0: RAYMOND 

LAGAMASINO, LT, USNR, TF I68. 

ACQ: (U) WASHINGTON, DC (910312). 

WARNING: (U) REPORT CLASSIFIED S E C R E T— WARNING NOTICE- 
INTELLIGENCE SOURCES OR METHODS INVOLVED-NOT RELEASABLE TO FOREIC» 
NATIONALS. 
DECL/OADR// 

BT - 

#7381 
NNNN 




i ns6 ees 

PRIORITY 



PATUZYUM RHSIKMCe996 6611219 
ZNR UUUUU 

P 221260Z MAR 91 - 
FM CDR 689 QM CO KKHC SA//69 
TO RUCINAA/436 SVC DOVER AFB 
RUEBEJA/CJHAO OAG DOVER AFB 
RUDCHAA/COMUSARCENT MAIN//e- 
RHIPAAA/C1NCUSCENTC0M//J4/7 
INFO RHSIKMC/CDR 22 SUPCOM// 
RUFTRWA/322 ALD RAMSTEIN AB 
RUEAHOF/CJKAO ALEX VA// 
RUEAHOF/CDR PERSCOM ALEX VA/ 
RHCUAAA/USTRANSCOM SCOTT AFB 
RHCUAAA/HQ MAC SCOTT AFB 11/ 
RUEKJCS/JCS WASH DC//J-4LRC/ 
RHSIKMC/COMNAVLOSSUPFOR . 
RULS3AA/C0MNAVMEDC0M WASH DC 
RULSSAA/COMNAVMILPERSCOK WAS 
RHWRMPC/HQ AFMPC RANDOLPH AF 
RUCIBBA/COttUSCENTAF SHAW AFB 
RHIUFMA/USCENTAF FWD// 
RHSIKMC/TSRT KKMC 



-UUUU--RHURCCC. 



734// j 

DE//SVM// ? 
DE// I 

4// ; 

JMAO// 1 

ACSLOG-SVCS// 

6E//ALCC// 



IL//CAT// 
/CATZ/ 



//CODE 332// 
H DC//N-122// 
B TX//DPMCA// 
SC//DEH/L6T// 



DATE: eei 
TIME: 1Z21 



-i1 



(J.C 



■J 4L, 



PAGE 02 RHSlKMCe996 UNCLASS FOUO 
BT 



UNCLASS FOUO 

SUBJECT: TRANSPORTATION - HUMAN REWAIK? 

I. THE FOLLOWIMG US NAVY/AIR FORCE PERSONNEL fDISASSOClATFD PORTtnuc 

lAiL NUMBER 66453 ETD 6721 22 MARCH 1991: 

f^^NK SSAN DOD TCN 

I^HER. MICHAEL LCDR UNK UNK ■ Dli lj j F ^ 



ET 
#0996 



DTG: 071800Z MAR 91 

FM: NMIST CENTC0M//CCJ2-* 1 // 
VIA: NMIST NET 

TO: NMIST DIA WASHINGTON OC// 
INFO: ALL STATIONS 

PASS TO: DIA//POW-MIA// 

SECRET LIMOIS 

SUBJECT: STATUS OF AMERICAN POUTS (U) 

1. (U) THE FOLLOWING US POWS WERE RELEASED TO THE 
COMMITTEE FOR THE RED CROSS (tCRC) ON 4 MAR 91 AND HAVE BEEN 
RETURNED TO COALITION CUSTODY. ALL WERE TRANSPORTED TO THE USKS 
MERCY CURRENTLY DOCKED IN BAHRAIN. ALL APPEAR TO BE IN GOOD 
CONDITION. 




L" 



USAF MAJ THOMAS GRIFFITH 
USA SPC DAVID LOOCETT 
USA SPC MEL ISA NEALY 

USN LT LAWRENCE SLADE 
USN LT ROBERT WETZEL 
USN JEFFREY ZAUN 




2. (U) THE FOLLOWING US POWS WERE RELEASE TO THE ICRC ON 5 MAR 
91 AND WERE RETURNED TO COALITION CUSTODY 6 MAR 91 . ALL WERE 
TRANSPORTED FROM BAGHDAD TO RIYADH AIR BASE, SA ON 6 MAR 91 AND 
WERE SUBSEQUENTLL TRANSFERRED TO THE MERCY. T»0 WERE LISTED AS 
N0N-AMBULAT0RY/TI4AJ COBtR)lylX BROKEN ARMS) ANDpCAPT ANDREWs2r LOWER 
EXTREMITIES, TRXIjMA) . — ^ 



LTC CLIFFORD M. ACREE 
CAPT WILLIAM F. ANDREWS 
CAPT MICHAEL C. BERRYMAN 
MAJ RHONDA L^ CORNOM 
SPC TROY A. DUNLAP 
COL DAVID W. EBERLY 
LTC JEFFERY D. FOX 
CW04 GUY L. HUNTER 
CAPT HARRY M. ROBERTS 
CAPT RUSSELL A. SANBORN 
MAJ JOSEPH J . SMALL I 1 1 
SPC DANIEL J. STAMAIU*- 
CAPT RICHARD D. STORR 
LT ROBERT J. SWEET 
MAJ JEFFERY S. TICE 

3, (FOUO) ACCORDING TO J1 (PW/MIA). THE TWO USAR INDIVIDUALS 
>JSPC DAVID BUSH AND SSG CRYSTAL L. R I d^ETT^' LISTED AS MIA ON 4 MAR 

91 (MISSING FROM CONVOY) WERE LOCATED TTTUS CUSTODY . JTbUSTO-AND 
^ICKETCwERE SEPARATED FROM THEIR UNIT AND MANAGED TO ATTACH TO 






ANOTHER UNIT. 

4. l&^iriPffXf) INlTlALOEBRIEf^ WITbiMAJ SMALl^iNDICATES HE WAS 
RESPONSIBLE FOR EJECTING BOTH HIMSECPANO H15*CREW MEMBER^APT 
DAVID M. SPELLACY^ DURING HIS [lEBRIEFING,..^4ALy<AID THAT1>URING 
HIS DESCENT HE RCTl CED^PELLACY 'slPARACHUTrtAD DEPLOYED. HE 
ALSO NOTICED THATJ5pELLACY'sI«B0D7* APPEARED TO BE LIFEL ESS . 
DURING AN EARLIER^NVERSaHoN WITt^L CLARK. CCJ1 .^^SaLL%cTATED 
THATiSPELLACY'^:;L«TP DEPLOYED ONLY PARTIALLY. -^MALW-I fiBTtATED 
TO DgfRIEFERS THAT DURINb CTERROGATION BY HIS IRAQI CAPTORS, 
THEY TOLD HIM "HIS PARTNER" WAS DEAD AND THEY HAD BURIED HIM. 

5. iSil--Hg(01S) THE WRECKAGE OF THE AV-8B PILOTED BY^ISMC CAPT 
JAMES W. WILBOURN^-WHO WAS REPORTED UIA ON 23 FEB BITWAS LOCATEC 
ON 4 MAR 91. iTTniE WRECKAGE. REMAINS WERE FOUND WHICH WERE 
POSITIVELY IDENTIFIED AS^ILBOURN'^N 6 MAR 91 (REF: VMA 542 
MSG. 04151 5Z MAR 91. PCR llEATH SUPPLEMENTAL). 

6. ON 7 MAR Q^J^J SWEET^JaN A-10 PILOT. WHO WAS THE WING- 
MAN FOR^PT STEPHEN ^ILLI^^LATED@IU.iSJ-AIRCRAFT WENT DOWN 
WITHIN 5~Y0 10 MILES OF GRIlTCOORDINATES 3002N 04715E. THIS 
INFORMATION WAS PASSED TO CAPT REYNOLDS. SOCCENT» ON 7 MAR 91 . 

7. XSZL^MOTS) DIVERS HAVE RECOVERED SOME REMAINS AT THE CRASH 
SITE OF THE AC-130H DOWNED OVER WATER ON 310320Z JAN 91 . SAR 
ACTIVITIES ARE STILL ONGOING. BUT INDICATIONS ARE THAT THIS CRASH 
WAS NOT SURVIVABLE. A BOARD IS SCHEDULED TO CONVENE NEXT WEEK TO 
MAKE A FINAL DETERMINATION CONCERNING THE STATUS OF THE CREW . 
MEMBERS. 

8. (U) THE FOLLOWING rIrSONNEL ARE STILL BEING CARRIED AS MIA: 

BLAND. THOMAS C. 

SSAN: 

RANK: TlT 
SERVICE: AF 

UNIT: 16 SOS (AFSOC) 

DTG LOST: 310326Z JAN 91 
COORD: 2844N 04816E o-s 
STATUS: PKIA 
VEHICLE: AC-130H 
RECORD NO.: 36 

COMMENTS: AIRCRAFT PROBABLY DOWN AT SEA. 




BLESS<I^N6ER , 
SSAN: 
RANK: 
SERVICE: 
UNIT: 
DTG LOST: 
COORD: 
STATUS : 
VEHICLE: 



JOHN 




SGT 
AF 

16 SOS (AFSOC) 
310326Z JAN 91 
2844N 0481 6E 
PKIA 
AC-130H 




1 



—RECORD NO.: 43 
COMMENTS: AIRCRAFT PROBABLY DOWN AT SEA 



BUEGE. PAUL 6. 
SSAN: 
RANK: 
SERVICE: 
UNIT: 
DTG LOST: 
COORD: 
STATUS: 
VEHICLE: 



MS6TT 
AF 

16 SOS (AFSOC) 
310326Z JAN 91 
2844N 04816 
PKIA 
AC-13DH 
RECORD NO.: 37 

COMMENTS: AIRCRAFT PROBABLY DOWN AT SEA 



CLARK, BARR^ M 
SSAN 
RANK: 
SERVICE: 
UNIT: 
DTG LOST: 
COORD: 
STATUS: 
VEHICLE: 
RECORD NO 



SGT 
AF 

16 SOS (AFSOC) 
310326Z JAN 91 
2844N 0481 6E 
PKIA 
AC-130H 
45 



^COMMENTS: AIRCRAFT PROBABLY DOWN AT SEA. 



CONNER. 
SSAN: 
RANK: 
SERVICE: 
UNIT: 
DTG LOST; 
COORD: 
STATUS: 
VEHICLE: 
CALLS I GN: 
RECORD NO 
COMMENTS: 



PATRICK 



LT (0-3) 

NY 

VA 36. USS ROOSEVELT 

0211432 FEB 91 (J1) 028402 FEB 91 (JRCC) 
2924N 04820E, NEAR FALAKA ISLAND 
PKIA 
A-6E 

HRTLSS 21 
.: 51 

DOWN IN WATER - NO BEACON OR VOICE. WITH COOKE AT TIME 
SHOT DOWN. 



COOKE. BApRY T. 
SSAN: _ 
RANK: LCDR (0-4) ' 

SERVICE*^ NY - — - 

UNIT: VA 36. USS ROOSEVELT 

DTG LOST: 022240Z FEB 91 (J1) 020840Z FEB 91 (JRCC) 
COORD: 2924N 04820E. NEAR FALAKA ISLAND 
STATUS: PKIA 
VEHICLE: A-6E 
CALLS I GN: HRTLSS 21 



RECORD NO. 
COMMENTS: 



: 50 
DOWN 



IN WATER - NO BEACON OR VOICE. WITH CONNER AT 




i V 



TIME SHOT DOWN. 



COSTEN. WJLLAM T 
SSAN: 



RANK: 
DOB: 

SERVICE: 
UNIT: 
DTG LOST 
COORD: 
STATUS: 
VEHICLE: 
CALLS I GN: 
RECORD NO. 
COMMENTS: 




T (0-3) 
08/03/63 
NY 

VA-1S5. USS RANGER 
181540Z JAN 91 
3000N 04B00E ' 
PMIA 
A6-E 
JAKAL 11 
6 



CREWMEMBER WAS LT TURNER. 
SAR SUSPENDED. 



LAST SEEN OVER ARABIAN GULF. 



DWYER. 
SSAN: 
RANK: 
SERVICE: 
UNIT: 
DTG LOST 
COORD: 
STATUS: 
VEHICLE: 
CALLS I GN 



ROB 




291 5N 04845E (JRCC) 



(0-3) 

NY 

CVW-8 DET, VFA-87, USS ROOSEVELT 
051700Z FEB 91 
291 5N 04850E (J1) 
PKIA 
FA-18 
PARTY 01 
RECORD NO.: 53 

COMMENTS: OVER WATER LOSS. DISAPPEARED FROM RADAR. 
SUSPENDED POS&IBLY IN IRAN. 



SAR 



GALVIN, 
SSAN: 
RANK: 
SERVICE: 
UNIT: 
DTG LOST: 
COORD: 
STATUS : 
VEHICLE: 
RECORD NO 
COMMENTS: 

GRIMM. Wl 

SSAN: 

RANK: 
SERVICE: 
UNIT: 
DTG LOST: 
COORD: 
STATUS : 
VEHICLE: 
RECORD NO 



ARTHUR 



CAPT 
AF 

16 SOS (AFSOC) 
310326Z JAN 91 
2B44N 0481 6E 
PKIA 
AC-130H 
.: 34 

AIRCRAFT PROBABLY 



DOWN AT SEA 




'T 
AF 

16 SOS (AFSOC) 
310326Z JAN 91 
2844N 0481 6E 

PKIA 
AC-130H 
. : 35 



COMMEKTS: AIRCRAFT PROBABLY DOWN AT SEA. 



HARRISON. 
SSAN: 
RANK: 
SERVICE: 
UNIT: 
DTG LOST: 
COORD: 
STATUS: 
VEHICLE: 



TIMOTHY 




SS6 
AF 

16 SOS (AFSOC) 
310326Z JAN 91 
2844N 0481 6E 
PKIA 
AC-130H 
RECORD NO.: 44 

COMMENTS: AIRCRAFT PROBABLY DOWN AT SEA. 



I 



HODGES. 
SSAN: 
RANK: 
SERVICE: 
UNIT: 
DTG LOST: 
COORD: 
STATUS: 
VEHICLE: 
RECORD NO 
COMMENTS: 

' HOLLAND. 
SSAN: 
RANK: 
SERVICE: 
UNIT: 
DTG LOST: 
COORD: 
STATUS : 
VEHICLE: 
CALLS I GN: 
RECORD NO. 
COMMENTS: 



ROB.ERT K. 
AF 

16 SOS (AFSOC) 
310326Z JAN 91 
2844N 0481 6E 

PKIA 
AC-130H 
: 39 

AIRCRAFT PROBABLY DOWN AT SEA. 



DONNIE R. _ 

tSaj 

AF 

335 FFS (DEPNOTED //4TH TFW 
17201 2Z JAN 91 
3038N 04740E 
PMIA 
F-15E 
T-BIRD 56 
: A 

CREWMEMBER WAS MAJ KORITZ. 



SAR SUSPENDED. 



KANUHA. 
SSAN: 
RANK: 
SERVICE 
UNIT: 
DTG LOST:' 
COORD: 
STATUS: 
VEHICLE: 
RECORD NO. 



DAMON V. 




AF 

16 SOS (AFSOC) 
310326Z JAN 91 
2844N 0481 6E 
PKIA 
AC-r130H 
42 



COMMENTS: AIRCRAFT PROBABLY DOWN AT SEA. 



KORITZ, 
SSAN: 



\ 



TjjOMAS E. ^ 



RANK: MAJ 
SERVICE: AF 

UNIT: 335 TFS ( DEPLOYED )//4TH TFW 

DTG LOST: 17201 2Z JAN 91 

COORD: 303BN 04740E 

STATUS: PMIA 

VEHICLE: F-15E 

CALLSIGN: T-BIRD 56 

Rt-CORC NO.: 5 

COMMENTS: CREWIMEMBER WAS UAJ HOLLAND. 



SAR SUSPENDED. 



MAY. JAMESJI 
SSAN: M 



RANK: 
SERVICE: 
UNIT: 




AF 

16 SOS (AFSOC) 



DTG LOST: 310326Z JAN 91 



COORD: 
STATUS: 
VEH'CLE 
RECORD NO. 



2844N 481 6E 
PKIA 
AC-130H 
38 



COMMENTS: AIRCRAFT PR0SA5LY POWi AT C-/. 



OELSCHLAGE 
N SSAN: 
RANK: 
SERVICE: 
UNIT: 
DTG LOST: 
COORD: 
.^STATUS: 
VEHICLE: 
RECORD NO 
COMMENTS: 



JOHN L. 




SSG 
AS 

16 SOS (AFSOC) 
310326Z JAN 91 
2844N 0481 6E 
PKIA 
AC-130H 
: 41 

AIRCRAFT PROBABLY DOWN AT SEA. 



PHILLIS. 
SSAN: 
RANK: 
SERVICE: 
UNIT: 
DTG LOST: 
COORD: 

STATUS: 
VEHICLE: ' 
CALLSIGN: 
RECORD NO. 
COMMENTS: 




CAPT 
AF 

353 TFS, 354 TFW 
1513272 FEB 91 
2957N 04708E (J1/JRCC) 
NCO) 
PMIA 
A-10 
ENFIEL 
: 62 
DOWNED 
COMMS, 
PHILLIS 
DOWN. 



OR 03002N 0471 SE (REPORTED BY UK 



37 

SAME TIME AS LT SWEET. 
SWEET WENT DOWN WITHIN 



ACCORDING 
5-10 KM OF 



TO TAPE OF 
3002N 0471 5E. 



Fi.W CAP FOR APPROX 10 MIN. BEFORE BEING SHOT 



SCHMAUSS. MARK J. 



SECRET 



L4iAi>L5 




SSAN: iifl^HBB^ 
RANK: ^SG 
SERVICE: AF 

UNIT: 16 SOS (AFSOC) 

DTG LOST: 310326Z JAN 91 
COORD: 2844N 0481 6E 
STATUS: PKIA 
VEHICLE: AC-130H 
RECORD NO.: 40 
COMMENTS: AIRCRAFT PROBASLY DOWN AT SEA. 



1 



SPEICHER. 
SSAN: 
RANK: 
SERVICE: 
UNIT: 
DTG LOST: 
COORD: 
STATUS: 
VEHICLE: 



MICHAEL S.ec 



4 



LCDR 
NY 

VFA-81(S) 
17020QZ JAN 91 
3245N 0444SE 
PMIA 
FA-18 
RECORD NO.: 1 

COM»,?E»rrS: DOVfNED OVER BAGrlOAD AfS Pr.OS,!£LY DECcACID 1;DV:E\'ZR, KD 
EVIDENCE OF DEATH. 



SPELLACY. 

SSAN: 
RANK: 
SERVICE: 
UNIT: 
DTG LOST: 
COORD: 
STATUS: 
VEHICLE: 
CALLS IGN: 
RECORD NO 
COMMENTS : 



VID U. 



^APT 
MC 

VM0>1, MAG 13 (FWD). 3D MAW 

250954Z FEB 9W 

2g01N 04806ETJ1) 2849N 04803E (JRCC) 

PMIA 

OV-10 

PEPPER 77 

: NONE AT PRESENT 

SAR SUSPENDED. CREWMEMBER WITH MAJ SMALL WHO HAS BEEN 
RELEASED. INITIAL DEBRIEF OF SMALL INDICATES THAT HE 
(SMALL) THE BACK-SEATER . EJECTED BOTH HIMSELF AND 
SPELLACY BUT SPELLACY 'S CHUTE DID NOT FULLY DEPLOY. NO 
MOVEMENT WAS NOTED ON SPELLACY 'S PART DURING DESCENT. 
DURING INTERROGATION BY THE IRAQI'S. SMALL WAS TOLD 
THAT -HIS PARTNER- WAS DEAD AND THAT THEY HAD BURIED 
HIM. 



TURNER. CHARLES J. 
SSAN: 

RANK: "LT (0-3) 
DOB : 08/03/61 
SERVICE: NY (RES) 
UNIT: VA-155, USS RANGER 

DTG LOST: 1815402 JAN 91 
COORD: 3000N 04800E 
STATUS: PMIA 



SECRET t'"^i»3 



LAST SEEN OVER THE ARABIAN / 



VEHICLE: A6-E 
RECORD NO. : 7 

COMMENTS: CREmiEMBER WITH LT COSTEN. 
GULF. SAR SUSPENDED. 

UNDERWOOD, RE GINALD C.^ 
SSAN: {■■■■■^ 
RANK: TAPT (0-3) 
SERVICE: MC 

UNIT: VMA-331. MAG 40, 4TH. MEB FPO NY 09503-0527 

DTG LOST: 270646Z FEB 91 (J1) 270345Z FEB 91 (JRCC) 

COORD: 2943N 0474SE 

STATUS: POW 

VEHICLE: AV-B 

CALLSIGN: MAGIC 14 

RECORD NO.: NONE AT PRESENT 

COMMENTS: VOICE CONTACT WITH SAR A/C. BUT NO RECORD OF CONTACT 

WITH UNDERWOOD ON GROUND. SAR ONGOING. UK PIREP SAID 
TALKED TO HIM, NFI. 

WALTERS. DIXON L 

ssAii: J^!:::r^.zzz 

RANK: CAPT 

SERVICE: AF 

UNIT: 16 SOS (AFSOC) 

DTG LOST: 310326Z JAN 91 

COORD: 2844N 4816E 

STATUS: PKIA 

VEHICLE: AC>130H « 
RECORD NO.: 33 

COMMENTS: AIRCRAFT PROBABLY DOWN AT SEA. 

WEAVER. PAyi. J. _ 

SSAN: fij^BmK/ 
RANK: MAJ (0-4)-- 

SERVICE: AF 

UNIT: 16 SOS (AFSOC) 

DTG LOST: 310326Z JAN 91 (J1) 310320Z JAN 91 (JRCC) 
COORD: 2844N 0481 6E (J1) 3830N 04828E (JRCC) 
STATUS: PKIA 
VEHICLE: AC-130H 
CALLSIGN: SPIRIT 03 
RECORD NO.: 32 

COMMEKIS; PROBABLY DOWN AT SEA<. ^AR ONGOING. 




9. (U) APPROVED FOR RELEASE BY CENTCOM Rll MANAGER CAPT MCCREA. 
DECL: OAOR 

NNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNN 
NNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNN 
NNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNN 
NNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNN 




.VAL MILITARY PERSONNEL- .«AKD. DEPARTHEHT OF THE NAVY.f SHINC TON. D. ^.^^20370 



REPORT OF CASUALTY 



rrSicPCHIT MUMBC* AND tVPC 



Si?)'I^Jt 91 Feb 7 



2 ^<»t»*<»CD 

JLiai-Lin.-2B 



SPET CHgP, Mirhael Scott 




T.m ^^^^ n niQ 



.QHom.m0^i b. cu-t^t«cco fou« DA»c INDIAN: 502 
9. »kAc"c "^^^Q 



c.o»..c.icu,«.>..c.. rn11r{^rn rmrr fr^^ nlrrrnfr rirrlKr alsslon 



5 «. DATE AND PLACE ©r ••••▼M 



HACE 



IQRO Qet 31 



7 A. PAY CAADC 



JackaopylUe IL, 



e DUTY SIATUS 



b. BASIC MY 



! c. •NCCNTIVE'AOOtTlOf^L r»AY^ jd. CHECK ir APPLICABLE 



■ ACTIVE 



..2,3 



OATC or BECowo Of em4:«c£:kcv data ro«»M 





DOB 




10 nt*PO*»T FOP VA TO 



„ RCPOIITINC COMMAND ACEMCr ANO ©ATE WEPO^T IlCE^VCO m OCPAATME»»T 

roMCARATi ^ffrwr, grvFKTTfy 1991 Jbti 17 



12 PPlOR SERVICE DATA 



13 PEMaPKS 





Same 



. ( 







t'UOTSOrLS 

t. Adtttt mrMt f>f km. 


•lloMAm M ycMtf tMird •»« »r« uni •«/ < iA<'f »ac> 


H- COMNJIVBASE 
CHARLESTON SC 


IS «ICMATUflE EUCMf.NT 

Certified to be a true Certification of Casualty. 

^ead. Casualty Assistance Branch 
By direction of the Coinmander, Naval Military Personnel Cownan 



DD /.r."3l300 



L ' -I : 

NAVAL MILITARY PERSONNEL COMMAND, DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY. WASHINGTON. D. C. 20370 



REPORT OF CASUALTY 



t RCPOAT MUMBCn AND Tri^c 

H7n7n-A-1 



VTeTviCE lOeNTiriCATION IN»mt. tuemi Steirtty Mmmlter. Cmdt or lut*. Compi^t. Bmmrt, ,md Or^num,^,. lUOS/SJC, 

1st Appt: ENS (USNR) 1980 Oct 31 

SPETCHER. Michael Scott — 



2 u>A1t PRE»«*REO 

1991 .laTi-2£_ 



« CASUALTY STATUS 



i 



•.[gilATTLC Q •iO**-»ATTUC b. CO— 'f-CtO TOUH OATC INDIAN I 502 

d. DATc 1QQ1 .Tan 17 .t. f»L^ .Lllflfl . • 

f. L uii T ■rn ^"'^^":; ^^n^" ^ alrrraft strike ttlsslQP 

over lraq> 



5 A. DATC AND ^LACe OF BlW^M 



b. RACE 



< c. sex 



,Canraslan 



Malp 



6 DATC AND P*LAci OF LAST- ENTRY ON ACTIVE QOTt W CURnCNT STATUS AND HOME Of RECOitO AT TIME 



d. RELIGIOUS PREFERENCE 



1980 Oct 31 



7 a. PAY CRADC 



PensacQla FL 



B DUTY STATUS 



b. BASIC RAT 

^^Mo in fw^^ in ^« 



■JacksQiLVlIlfi TL 



C. INCENTIVE^AOOITIONAU PAY 



d. CHECK IF APPLICABLE 



to nff-ORT TOP VA TO |l1 RiTPORTlNC COMMANC 

FOLLOW gj^^^ 1 comcarairwingJ 


> AGENCY A^ 


ID DATC REPORT RLCEiVED IN DEPARTMENT . 

IPQl jRn 17 


12 PPtOR SERVICE DATA 



nH^TA; COMrAHATBWTKG SFVENTECT 



9 IMTERESTCD PERSONS tNmmt, AddfYM. R#laliOfuAi#/ 

1.2.3 



DATE or RCCOMD OT KMCHGCNCV OATA rORM 





1991 Jan 05 
DOB 




t 



13 REMAPKS 




t'UOTSUTLS 

i. AdyM fic-Jil Attn. 

r. B^n'hfury /<**' t*'M<wif > #•«•> irt rrr**! m mm »Mrv«t.*mff «i'i7*' rliilj •« dr««rfMlrd u*« t^rcMd t»/ rm»fg»w r > J4if«. 





15 SIGNATURE ELEMfKT 


H- COMNAVBASE 


Certified to be a true Certification of Casualty. 


CHARLESTON SC 


-^ead, Casualcy Assistance Branch 






By direction of the Conmander, Naval Military Personnel ConsBand 



UU y FEB 73 I OUU 



MtlMOTOW »»««X 
MetSAOS CCNTCR 

IMHEOIATE/PRIORITY nW HUPRS685630 0252021 

Fn STRKPITRON EIGHT OME ^^,jn.tCLtt 

INFO ZEN/COnCRUDESGRU EICKT ZIN/USS SARATW.* 

ZEK/COKCARAIRWING SEVEMTKM 

Xt^Tzf^JlW/f^ REfORT ON «.* «'»SOHMEL. H«PC-^/W (0) 
nS0IO/CEMAO«IH/VFA-8V/ * 

RPT BY CO. 

Stf^B^'lS INlTIArPERrcisKuS (S.*) WI'WT ICO LCOR mCHAlL S. 
^Rj^'/^r^Sf^oiTpf i?S»«M {'^^ «f A. AHO « A«PL.fyiMG IMFO TO 



ART I 



U 3 



. jii^'Tn n»-i THLAiLH •inlKE RESCUE FORCES HAVE REPORTCO MO 

5'/' (U) RELEASED iY ft.T. AMOERSOM. USK, CO VFA-BK// 

oict/OAOR// BT 



ADV Ifc 

CNMPC WASH DC <R 10 

tSf o^' iSnrf^PCERC (t) (J) MIIPCOJE (j; HJPCM CD * 

NftPC<.U) OUTY OFFICERd) CNPd) TfK CK-U$«(») 

HCH-910a«/OWCt TW»-»t(a€/0«1« T*o-«toa«/o«tT2 a>%H^c*^ ^ ^ 

3B20atZ UAM 




V 




, rivzczccvcw? 

I PTTCZYUW RUFR^J^Ael95 

* ZNr ccccc 

» r niEliJZ JAN 91 ZYB 
FK CTG ONE FIVE FIVE 
TO CTF ONE FIVE FIVE 
BT 

LL: lAsli AXFl'ci,' ''^ ™c« uEE/xTe'ceZ/ 

WaiO/GtllAIif.ll»/CTG 155.£/19s/JA|i// 

WHAT OCCUKKED toUI HAVE COfALm THE i/'' CEHIAIN " 

AIRCREW DEBRIEFS A«0 ObS^tiflfg/el cg^'JiL* cI?c=J^/JS^„s,, 
THE STRIKE LEADER, ALL TU.ES LOCAL- 

<EAR%- IS", 0f^'A?i5XlA'«KEfi'T'^fc"^&AD'?!J'i?i P" "^'/'H - 

^^^^B. ASS.3HE. sEAo lJuS ^wAii^v^^.^irfy jrpR-c. :ar" 

C. AZ2 DID WOT REPORT TO Fn^r^c-r r yz- taih--.- ^ 
EnlErED Tlt^H. * lu ru. . .i.^^n- iAKKxKG POSITION AT 

— or 




CA85 



_^a. DIST 
RUNOFIf 




>» 



10 1022162 FEB' 91 

Le w comusnavcew t 

iTO .CN.CL.MASHIN6T0N OC//OP-01B// 



WAVAL HESSACE 

DEPT OF NAVY 
CPC:i*L H ANDLIWC R CQUIRC& ~ <« 



FOR RAOH 6ALL0.FR0H SMITH //NOOOOO// 



yS E C ft E T SP££4T_PERS0NAL 
STJTj: hi a INFORMATIOV "cu) 
MSGID/SENADHIN/COMUSNAVCEMT// 

iiiVoV^z^Vo .ES'?EL%°ii%"j?SEEr?:p\*i 

THE INFORHAtToTis-THE BEST Se CAN SSJItJ f^L"^'^'^*'" 

AVD RADIO CDMnUMICAfVDNs"L"c§ Sp Jir'SHl?^ DEBRIEFS 

INTENTIONALLY MADE THirA CLASSlFYrn 2r*^?JJ^: 

DETAIL AS POSSIBLE. CLASSIFIED MESSAGE XOT 6XVE YOU AS MUCH 

, LT CHARGES J. TURKEY, USNR .^[^^^StK^^ ^ 
^ LT WILLlAfl T. COSTEN, USN. fSHB^ERi J?? 

LT PATRICK K. CONNER, USM, ^BSgBB^ ??L 

I O PT REGIN ALD C. JNDE^UOoJ ^IfS?^^"^" 
^^^TthE losses listed para 2 OCCURRED 



*• CS.) LCDR SPEICHER, 
WAS CONDUCTING A NIGHT 
BA3HDAD OH 17JA 




VFA-ai CF/A-IB), EMBARKED xn u 
STRIK^ISSION IN THE VICIMTTY 



N PbUR SEPARATE EVENTS. 

XN USS SARATOGA 




iBLE TO DETERMINE 

J ^_VO CDMMUsiE Af ln»rng"L?;.!!!"E5-*»g^*'^T WERE LOST. 

B 



AIRCRAFT WAS SPEICH£R>S 



BEACONS REP OR TED . 



IF THE 
THERE 





b» 



» - S P C £ A 1 -« 
>> PERSONAL FOR <C 



CNO WASH DC 

ACTION RADM GALLOd) 

IVFO 00(1) 09C1) SC(l) 



CM) 



TOTAL COPIES REQUIRED 



-o=«or.,.„„ „sM=cHr,„ 



>>> 



NAVAL MESSAGE 
DEPT OF NAVY 

srcgiAL l l Aw&Lt N g ^ HL^ui^ ^a) 



<« 



\ 



D. 



Cr-) HOPE THIS INFORMATION 



FAMILIES. A^iJc^RN S tSIJwE^'aT.J'SJ'I "^'"'''^ ^H^" 

IS COOROINATINC WITH clnl^t^Ll^l^^^^^^^^^^ 

HCN=9.0.,„0S33 ^;::rj:t:/»I.Z^^^TAD=,I070,Oa02. C0SN=CKT3SB 



V - 



Naval message 
dept of navy 
»> special handling required «< 

AMD INVESTIGATE ALL MASH SITES. UE HAVE DIRECTED COMIDEASTFDR 
TO CONDUCT SEARCH OPERATIONS FOR THOSE SITES BELIEVED TO BE IN 
THE ARABIAN GULF. UE WILL KEEP YOU INFORMED AS SITUATION 
WARRANTS. WARM REGARDS AND VERY RESPECTFULLY* BERNIE.// 
DiCL/OAOR// BT 
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tGt:002y 

DIG 
FROM 

CONTROLS 

S E C R E T NOFORN REL UK 
QQQQ 

SECTION 01 OF 02 

/••*•••••••• THIS IS A COMBINED MESSAGE 

BODY 

PASS: SSO FORSCOM PASS COPY TO DIA REP 
DIA REP. SSO SAC PASS COPY TO DIA REP. 

PULSINELLI. DIA REP TO SHAPE. DIRNSA PASS TO G-6/G-64/W-4/W-15/DAZ. 
SSO DA PASS TO DCS-OPS & PLANS AND DAMI-FIC. SSO USEUCOM PASS TO 
ECJ2. JIC, AND SOCEUR. SSO SAM PASS TO G2 FIFTH US ARMY. 
SUBJ: MILITARY SITUATION SUMMARY (DOD-JIC) SUPPLEMENT AS OF 271900Z 
JAN 91 (C) 

(U) AIR DEFEUSE: ^ 

ay.f (S/N^ELUK) 



SSO USTRANS PASS COPY TO 
SY SEC SHAPE PASS TO MR. 



— (2). (S/NF/flECUK) A MAVY F-14 OVER H-2 AIRFIELD AND A NAVY 

F//^'1E MEAR BAGHD?(D WERE REPORTEDLY SHOT DOWN BY SA-2 MISSILES 
WliHOUT ANY PRIOR V/ARNIKG ON THE Tm. THERE IS ^:0 EVIDENCE OF AN SA-2 
SITE IN THE H-2 AREA, INDICATING THAT TH H-14 MAY IN FACT HAVE.BEEN 
SHOT DOWN BY AN SA-6 UNIT IN THE AREA. CLOUD COVER REDUCED THE 
VISUAL WARN ING TIME FOR THE F-14 PILOT. 
r3K fS/NF/RFimCk 




f4). (S/NF/^UK) 
(5). tVNIVJidlUKl 



(A).. 



b 



(B). 



(S/NF^LUK) 
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if 




♦ . \ 



(6). (S/N5/RELUK) 
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